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Via: DCGO, lst Naval District "

Subj: Report on arrest of German prisoners of war, stowaways on
SS FRED C. STEBBINS ¥

) S Acting on instructions relayed by the Captain of the Port,
Rockland, Maine, at 2100, 17 October, 1945, I issued orders to
Lieutenant H. E. Mobley, USCGR, directing him to proceed with

a detail to effect the arrest of the stowaways upon arrival of
the SS FRED C. STEBBINS at this port.

2. A copy of my orders and a copy of.the report submitted
by Lieutenant liobley are forwarded for your information and
such disposition as may be deemed appropriate.

Incl

Copy of ACQTP/L (668)
of 18 October, 1945
Copy of Lieut. liobley's
report (668) of 18 October, 1945

CC:
(I)T P—ROCkland, 1‘;;8:1. ne
SCG0-Portland, Maine 3

Ind-1 : ,' '
DCGO=-1ND K g}jé]b\/
int-668 , {

26 October, 1945

Forwarded. By 1/

A. M., HALE
By direction
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“Qetober, 1945

To: Lieutenant H, E., Mobley, USCGE
Subjt Orders; temporary dutyj arrest of stowaways

1. Upon arrival of the 8P-89 in Penobscot Bay area,
proceed with and in charge of the below-nsmed men by

wha tever' transportation ls'‘available to subject vessel,
boarding same regardless of guarantine condition, and
receive from the #aster of satd verssl two () Poreign
stovaway®, placing 'saic stowaways under srrest, returning
them to Port of Searsport for delivery to US Aruy
authorities. ' -

Fe¢ W, Behleieher, Bililc
Te Bs Stﬂnford, - 89.?9

As By Eppse, B, 1o
J. "By Banford, B.M,1lc
I, Gac But.le
Ze You will take sueh Precautions as may be nec-

esbary to ingure gafeskeering and delivery of the stow-
away sotio ‘the UB “Army suthorities at Sedrsport Cargo

port o Babdrkation; ‘Whieh 'Ts ‘hereby guthorized. Obtain
recelpt from Army for same,

3. This order eonstitutes riecessary sutiority for
the foregoingy “A“eopy hereof will be given to the Raster
of the SP-89, and another to the Army officer receiving
the priseners from the CToast Guard,

be Youswill seedfe 'dall pertiment inforwation
relative’te this affair, ineluding name of vessel, name
and deseMipbiotis oM prisoners, time arrested, time dis-
posed ofy amd sueh other information as nay Be deened

advisable,
5e Departed in coumpliance with the above this
date.,

G, A, JOSEPH

LDIRUTENANT-COMMANDER

UNITED BSTATES COAST GUARD
mch ACOTP-SEARSPOKT, MAINE
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? UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
dress Reply to Searsport, Maine

AcOTP

Refer to File:

Co=-668

18 Oetober; 1943

Yot Asst . COTP, Searsport, Maine

8ubji* Report on arrest of German prisoners of war, stowaways on
S5 FRED C. STEBBINS

, U 1ri compliance with ACOTP order; dated 12 October, 1945, I
proceeded with and in charge of the armed detail listed in said
order, via the LT-201  (US Army) to the Sedrsport explesive ancherage,
whére the 35 FRED €. STIBBINS, undérway from sea,“was about to
anchor, this belng the first port el ¢ill in the United States

for subject vessel.

2% The vessel anchored at OBLS and was immediately boarded b)
the Coast Guard party: “The master of the vessel was contacted
gnd upon presentation of orders delivered the stowaways to me;
they were immediately placed under arrest and via the (G-38685
were returned to the office of the ACOTP at Searsport Cargo Port
of Embarkation,

3. The following information was recorded relative to the two
Cerman prisoner-stowaways:

Name: Frederick Kodritzkl Name: Werner Friedewald
Citizenship: Germany Citizenship: Germany
FPlace of birth: Germany Place of birth: Germany
Ages 24 Age: 21
Color hair: brown Color hair: brown
Color eyes: blue Color eyes: brown
Height: 51 &n Height: 5% g©
;§Qigl'lt-2 .1.70 7?61;}]’4133 162

he The prisoners were interrogated at the ACOTP office and

stated that they had originally been taken prisoner by the
American forces at Mets, Cermany, and subsequently turned over

to the French and removed to a prisoner of war camp at Cherbourgh.
They complained that while the Americans had fed them well and
treated them well, the French had treated them horribly and

that their co-prisoners were dying daily from starvation.
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Se They further stated that they effected an escape from the
Cherbourgh camp and secretly boarded the STEEBBINS, then taking on
a cargo of military explosives at the Port of Cherbourgh. They
claimsd to have been given bread by other German prisoners who
were engaged in loading the subject vessel. The STEFEINS salled
from France bound for the United States on 6 October, 1945. The
stowaways were discovered on 8 October, 1945, and turned over

to the master who made them prisoners-at-large. They voluntarily
worked aboard the ship during the crossing; when the ship reached
the continental limits of the United States, thse stowaways were
put in closer custody until delivered to the Coast Guard as outlined
above,

6. The prisoners each had a carton containing personal effecis
which were inspected and returned to them, the contents belhg
mainly clothes and sea-atore cigarettes. They appeared greatly
pleased with thelr feat and displayed fear at the prospect of re-
turning to France where they claimed they would be shot, There
appeared to be no other explanation for the act other than that
they wanted to be under American care and have American food.

7. At 1025, this date, the prisoners were turned over to
Army intelligence officers who removed them to Dow Field, Bangor,
pending further orders,

H. E. MOBLEY,

Lieutenant, USCGR,.






