REFER TO 661

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)

J‘XL./..'U \)N’ TEXAS . oy
#
<

19 June, 1945

To: The Commandant (QPS)
Via: DCGO, 8ND

Subj: 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431-437;'violation by
SS GEORGE W. ALTHERS, on 31 May, l9a5

Refs: (a) HQ ltr to all DCGO's 18 August, 1943 (CG-100.18 Min.).
(b) JJJO 8ND 1ltr to COTP, uulvestop, 18 uepteﬂber, 1943,

(éélA) Enforcement of the u1l Pollution Act.

(¢) HQ Dispatch to all DCGO's 231920 (October')

In accordance with references (a), (b) and (c), inclosure is forwarded.

Ll el

L. A. WELSH

Tﬂcl d
Copy of file in subject case.

Ind-1
DCGO, 8ND (ops)
21 June, 1945

Tos The Commandant (OPS)

Forwarded, . 9 / . \
GIDIERE

FICTORY B; diroction




Sheet 2
District Engineer, U. S. Amy,
Galveston, Texas

R. B. Kahla, Ensign, Robert L. Womelsdoff, scaman first class, and

W. W, Alexander, seaman first class, all of the Volunteer Fort Security
Force. Coples of these statements, together with the copy of the
investigator's report, are attached for your information. Samples

of oil were taken from the water alongside the vessel and from the

deck of the vessel by R, E. m‘, mm. and W. W, Alml‘.

seaman first class. These s s, together with the origlnal of the
statements taken, will be d by this office for use by the U. S.
Attorney. :

L. A. WELSH

Inel. ;

1 = Copy of investigator's report

2 = Copy of statement by Frank L. Nantz

3 = Copy of joint statement by Dale O. Peckham and
F. W. anderson '

4 - Copy of statement by Robert L. Womelsdoff

5 = Copy of joint statement by R. E. Kahla and
W. W, Alexander

CC « The Commandant, U. 5, Coast Guard, '”mm. D. U-/
DCGO, BND, New Orleans, La.
U. 8, Distriet Attorney
0inC, Marine Inspection, Galveston, Texas
War Shipping Administration, Galveston, Texas




CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)
GALVESTON, TEXAS

19 June, 1945

District Engineer, U. 5. Army,
Galveston, Texas

£

The mmmuarwtdmvlmﬁmotthRMmutd
192k, 33 USC, 431=437, by the 53 GEORGE W. ALTHERS, at Pier 5, Galveston,

M-nw’ m’o

The 3S GEORGE W. ALTHERS is owned by the Mississippl Shipping Company,
Mmm.um,madummwm
War Shipping Administration. The local agent is the Lykes Brothers

Steamship Company, U. S. Natiopal Bank Bullding, Galveston, Texas. At
about 10300 p.m., on the date above mentioned, it was discovered that

one of the open scuppers on the starboard side of the vessel, into
the waters of the Galveston Harbor. This case was reported to the
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, U. 3. Coast Guard, for his
information and action.

Statements were taken from Dale O. Peckman, Chief Engineer, F. W.
Anderson, Night Engineer, Fred L. Nantz, Night Mate, Coastguardsmen




Captain of the fort, Galvstoen, Texas
6614

2 M' 191#5

SHEET II.

out the forward starboard vent leading from No., 2 tank and most of the oil
apattered inte the waier without hitting the deck, WHe said the scuppers were
closed, however the oil ran through one on the starboard side. He estimated
that less than 10 gallons of oil ran into the water, Ur. Reckham thought
the resson for the oil spill was due to a ten-foot trim to the stern whereb
the after end of the tank was full, cutting off the after vent and forcing
the entire vented air out the forward vent.

The night engincer, Fredolf W, inderscn, 808 Broadway, Galveston, Texas
was on duty at the time of the oil spill, Fe read the statement made by
Dale U. Reckham and agreed to the contents of the statement and signed the same
st-tement. His opemator's license is A=15106.

5 Amwmmmnmn.m,mm,msp,
Galveston, Texas. He did not have his license with him. He sald he saw the
oil run out the forward vent on the starboard side, and run back on the deck
to almost midship. the oll through two open scuprers on the star-
board side and less gallons oll ren in the water, Vpr, Nantz assured
the writer that the Ist. Asst, Engineer and the night engineer were on the job,

taking scunding every m nutes.

6. Cil sanples were taken at 0400 om 1 June, 195, from the deck and from
the water alongside the George W. Althers, docked at Fier 5, by R. B, Kahla,
and %, ¥, Alexander, Bnsizn and Sea.lc, both of the VPSF, Gslveston, Texas,

Signed statements were also taken.

7. Chief W, ¥, Wilson, C.Sp(PS), USCOR, CG Lifebost Station, Galveston,
Texas, nctified Lieut. Condr. Van Benthuysen of the Nerchant Marire Hearing Unit,
Galveston, Texas, at 8:25 on 1 June, 1945. :

- Ba Sigred statements have becn secured from Dale O, Rechtham, Chief Ingi eer,
F.7. inderson, night engineer, Frenk L. Nants, night mate, Rcbert L. Tomel sdoff,
R. B, Kahla, and ¥, W. Alexander, the latter three beélonging to the.VPSF, Galveston,
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Texas.
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2 June, 1945
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1 June, 1945
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Dale U, Peckham
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I have read the cbove statement and it is true,




1 June, 19.5, Gdlveston, Texas

To vhom it may concern:

v This is to certify thet I, R.E, Fahla, insign, Platoon Leade- of the
Thursday Platcoon, living in Galveston, Texas, at 2123 - L5th, Street, came
on duty at 0600, 31 May, 1945, and continued by until 0600 1 June, 1945.

¥hile on piar check at zbout 0330 this date, I went to check on the ship
George %, Althers, docked at Piar 5, I immediastely noticed that there had
been an oil spill, I immedistely comtacted 5 1/C W.¥W, Alwxander, 3715
ivenue P, phone 2-2280, Gdlveston, Texas, V.P.S5.F. guard, who was standing
watech on the sbove vessel at this time ( frem O0l5 to 0600) and we immediately
cortacted the engineer on duty at this time and he stated thai the oil spill
occurred at spproximately 2200, and that it was caused by the aft emd of the
tank being lower than the forward end, which caused an air pocket to form in
tank and farced the oil out of the vent, lle claims that the'e was six feet
of roon in the tank ot the time, Upon further investigation Seaman Alexander
and myself took samples from the deck and another sample from the water along-
gide the ship ond put them in bottles and labelled them propely and took them
to the Customs Hase, Immedistely upon my return I contacted Chief Wilson of
the Coast Guard and advised him in regard to the matter,

The respective 9il samples were securcly sealed and taken to the Fog
Stati n of the U.3, Coast Guard Lifebo:t Station by myself and Seaman

Alexander,
Dee to the dlapsed time from when oil spill occurred at 2200 and when

samples were ialmn at O4L00 date had moved cut with the tide byt at the latter
time there was still approximately two barrels of oil on the water around the

ship.

e E, KAlLA, Ensign,
Platoon Leader, Thursday Flatoon.

. . Aexander, S 1/C, USCGR (T)




