
3  April,   1943

117     s.s.   GULF  si`ArE

U.S.   Tanker,   built  1923;   7,216  gross  toL8;   Cargo,   crude  oil.

£be;ri;:;;da:i:i;r:¥;:;§i;.a:§¥*#:':ii:3B}:±3.8O€8;£:rtland.ire.
On  board,   49;   gavod,   18.
V®88el§  total  loss.

The  att®ok  on  this  vessel  was  charaot®ri2od  by  the  ®]cplosion
of  tuo  torpedoo8  in  quick  succession  -  one  under  the  bridge,   aDd  one
ln  the  ®ngin®  room.     The  general  Slam  was   sounded,   but  there  was  no
opportunity  to  launch  boats  or  rafts,  a8.  fire  broke  out  immediately,
and  the  Ship  8autc  in  five  minutes.     All  1icons®d  persomel,   with  the
exception  of  the  radio  operator,   were  lost.     Those  who  were.  Saved
j`mp®d  and  "do  their  Tray  through  burning  oil  and  flotsam  to  Safety.
One  doughnut  raft  e.ither  was  jarred  loo8®  or  rel®aged,   and  9  number
of  Survivors  Clung  to  that.    At  1040  a  blimp  Sighted  the  float,ing
nob,   and  a   Coast  Guard  plo,ne  dropped  two  ruttber  life  rafts.     Coast
Guard  planes  and  re8oue  Craft  picked  them  up  about  1230,   and,   to-
gether  with  several  bodies,   they  were  brought  ashore  at  Key  West
that  afterrioon.

Jam®8   F.   Harrell,   of  the   SS  GULF  STATE  was  po8thunously  ainrd®d
the  ]torohant  hiar'in®   DL8tingui8hed  Service  Medal   for  the  heroism  which
coat  his  life.
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