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U.S.   Tariker,   built  1922;   10,765  gross  tons;   1n  ballast.
Departed  ltounea.   N.C.,   15  £±a.v,   1943,   for  Sam  Pedro,   Calif.
Torpedoed,18  uy,1943.   0239   (Zone  ll)j   17°30  S.-173002  E.
Weather,   ole&r;   sea,   choppy;  mind,   light  S.E.
On  board,   65;   Saved.   63.
Ves8olt  total  loss.

Prooeoding  fron  tto`mea  in  ballast  tounrd  Cailifornia,   this  tanker
vras  torpodoed  3  days  out.    A  torpedo  struck  the  steirboard  side  in  way  of
the  engine  room,   cau8in6  the  ifnmediate  stoppage  of  the  lnachinery,   and
flooding  of  the  after  pert  of  the  ship.    I!irror8  wore  ore,eked  and  glass
Shattered  throughout  .the  vessel.     The  operator  sent  an  SOS  whioh  was
aoknowl®dged  from  Suva,   Fiji,   and  the  guns  were  marmod,   but  the  enemy
was  not  sight.d  until  after  a`trandonment.

The tanker  n8  abandoned  upon  order  of  the  hia8tor,   8bortly  after
a  8®oond  torpedo  struck  t]elov  the  mterlin®  a  llttlo  forverd  of  the
first,   rlppLn8  out  the  ®ntiro  Starboard  quarter.     Boats  #1,  #  and #
were  used  to  abandon  Ship,   as  well  as  two  lif.  raLfts.    ife  boat  was
dostroyod  tryy  the  explosion  of  the  second  torpedo.     The  8ucharine,   thout;;ht
to  b®  Jap&n®.®,   surfao®d  about  OS45,   and  Circled  the  Ship,   shelling  her
until  She  Sank  at  04SO.

The  63  Survivors  ier®  rescued  ty  the   LTSS   FLETCHER  a,t  1636  the
8am®  dEry,   and  landed  at  Villa,   Ifat®.   20  lay,   1943.     The  missing  had
boon  on  iA/atoh  in  the  engine  room.
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