
3  November,   1942

103     S.S.   HAHIRA

tJ.S.   Tanker,   built  1920;   6,855  gross  tons;   Cargo,   fuel  oil.
Departed  Now  York,   24  October,   1942,   for  United  Kingdom,   in  Convoy.

£#r:::,edc!ca}T:?e:e¥.in:3€:it:;4:in::°::6#:-#;.57W.
On  board,   55;   saved,   52.
Ve§sel§  total  loss.

This  Ship  was  in  position  82  in  convoy,   in  the  outboard  Star-
board  ool`mn,   moving  up  to   81  when  the  leading  ship  ms  sunk.     A  largo
nunb®r  of  ships   from  this   convo:r  TTere   sunk,   arid  the  nun-oar  of  escort
v®ssol8  ms  reported  iz=aLd`ea.uate,   since  the  convey  was  attacked  by  a
'holf-pack"  of  at  least   7  s`i`cEarir^es,   ozlly  one  of  which  was  lmown  to
bo  gunk.     The  oxoos8ive  use  of  sr,ow flakes   for  night   ill`mination  was
protested,   and  there  i§  a  possibility  that  a   ''neutral"  vessel  in  the
Convoy  8ignall.d  tr.=   ezieF,'  `D}'  =ear.s  of  a  l8.rg®  staysail  hoisted  on
the  for®na8t.     (I..r,is  ship  dropped  out  of  the  convoy  after  the  ati;aok.)

The  EiAHI:iA  was  hit  `ry  a  torpedo  from  starboard,   aft,   co  the
third  day  of  the  attack,   azid  ms  the  15th  ship  of  the  convoy  to  be
lost.     Fire  broke  out,   afl5  ±1  life-5oat  itras  burned,   but  the  abandon
ship  order  6iven  b<./   tr.e   Lbs+.er  iras   carried  out  in  an  orderly  manner
at  1350,   the  Crow  leaving  iL  the   remininc`  three  lifeboats  and  one
raft;.      They  vere   picked  up  wit:h.iE  a  half  hour  ty   the   E}.£.S  STOCEPORT.
which  was   espooially  equipped  as   a  `rescue   ship  for  the  convoy.     To-
gether  with  crews   from  other  torpedoed  vessels,   they  left  the  Convoy
and  were  landed  at   .`oykjavik,   Icele.r.d,   8  }`lovember,   1942,   and  sut*e-
c|uently  repatriated  in  various   shi^T]s.
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