
cO  fry,  1942

68.     S.S.   HAIO

U.S.  Tanker;  built,  1921;  6,986  gross  tone;
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leather,  clear;  BeaL,  Calm;  wind,  llcht.
On  board,  42;  saved,  3.
Ve3.®l:    total  loss.

cargo,  crde  off.
New Orleans,  I.a.

9o°o8  w.

About  27 nll®e from  Southwest  Pass,  this  tanker,  bound  for NeT
Orleans, was  hit  on the  Starboard  Side  by  a t,orpedo,  which exploded under
the br'idge. inith temific force.    Another,  about  ten  seconds  later,  tore
the  8hlp  apart  just  aft ,of  t,he  f]:c~ttst,  and  she  Bank  rapidly,  going down ty
the head.    The ppopellor  rae  still turning and the radio transmitter had
b®en turned on  and  enitted one long dash  as  she  plunged  to  the botton in
n®ady.loo  f&thon8.    23 men managed  to  jump,  some  without  life  pre8erver8,
and  huddled togivher  at  a  safe  distance  from the film of  oil which  burned
for  aLbout  6 hours  on the  water.    Tro men  cliinbed  aboard  a  half-burned
raft,  on which they drifted for  Seven days without  food or  in;tor.

The  v.ict]]ng  floating sap planeB  pass  overhead daily,  but  could
not  at,tract  &tt®ntion to  their plight,  the  serio`i8ness  of  which  increased
when "ocknge  and heavy oil  came to  the  Surface  as  the  vessel  below wh8
cr'u8hed  by the  trenendou8  pre8s`ire  at  thaLt  depth.    The  7  reminlng alive
at this time  tied pieces  of "eckage  together with  Strips  torn from
their life preservers,  but when they were f imlly sichted and taken from
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The  two  men on  the  half-burned  raft were  picked up unconscious  by the
British  tanker  S.S.  ORINA  and  hospit,alized  in  Port  Arthur,  Texas.

It  is  considered  Strange  that  patrol  planes which paLssed  over
the  areaL  daily made  no  effort  to  discover  the  source  Of  the  treunendous
oil  Slick which  came  to  the  surface  after  this  vessel was  gunk,  and
which  iii:a8  reported  by  the  MaLst,er  of  the  OAXACA  to  be  Vi8ible  for  ten
riles,

82


