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5   1tJ[ay  1943.

}viEM0iTi;\}\i9Ultj  F91t:      I)istrict   Coast  Gu,?urd  Int,elli.qence  Officer,   1}?D.

Subject:                     Observations  and   I,uf`:gestions  of  a  l',:ercha,nt  i,Jfarine  :e8man.

rteference :                ( a)  :f :E`t;n;:¥a±n:€i=±i::€:e( ±=`C;gt£}:md=i:aJ' M:;3;.i}'i;1';   ±t;43,

Confi rieriti I 1 .

I..                            ,'   meITiber   o:-the   :'erc`r.ir.+,   +:€rine   (:-Lc~ting   F)   not.`J  at  the
t,ornedoed   :,eajry!a.n's   icest,   :-''ome,    r:o=,.::.:.   is   -.:^:.3   source   for  t+e   infc`rrriat,ion
a,uo-ted   belc>w.       :h:f3   \`,.as   ir.   :3    3i3r`i`rci.:,I,    n    rlut,   c`:-39    sh.irts   a+:   .,'7+.ich,    succeeded
irt   ]ief`chir.a   ^rct.,?nf:el   flr,.-. I:,r  11,    lT+4+2.

I....,..

'l:'.a:^t3i.rip,i-    +.O    C``,nlrq:.-S`-=-CLr`it,:,-,     i:-+=`cr.rf.+-.r++.    st= I-,ej    +,:ri.,-/t    tr`e

:,c:;;:_,;:`:O;;tfi=;.:,c;,:i;:::Lit::r;;;;;::-+`::;+.:;:::`;i.:+:;':i\:;1::i:;s;'::;r')
Sho+u   {]Cross   his   br)W   in   or`]er   t,o   i.-`3Lu   `r.i..r,   b,ric`iLf.   i.nt   :]c,si+ui`'j:..       I;   --r)in.£r,t
all.f}   28   oth>?r  r!iiercharit   sear,e_ri   c5ijrv-ivo.y`s   were   c`r'jere,i   tuo   I :t,..:rr,   :.ro.i
=`.ussL-1    on   i:he    C:.``7.    I=-I,o}:Ci.':i.       .`.r-.rier+    the.?t/-report,el    o},    .'``:,-.r~i    -.`.A-`,     =f]T+.2irf
to1`J    t.riem,   i-,hfqt   t,.he.i,,I  vTo.jld   be   ljack   in   ttie   '.Tnit,etj   ^L-,I.es    ,r3|,.,'ft.--I..`..e,I i    c`_a
tiJile,    fid(ling-"Wf3Ltch   our   Smo}{e   oncf31.Ire   get,   out   oi`   i:re   .`}`.i-L,.=    Tr3cr,"    ir,-
dic€it,inff   t,hat,   he   }`iacl   nc)   int,Sir.Ition   of    3t,.3cyin{_7   'v`yrit:1   +,I-h3   .r..:?ii`+   c'jr.`,.?.--f +-,

:.JL.       H;lttjever,    th`'j    a;. 3.    II?,C`??CTj+A;D   broke   dowTi   3n.:.-:   this   -ira:.c`,r:,  1.r,i    r:-+_,.~irri?i
+.c`,    tii{3    'Tni+I,`3c3.    Lr`.+u,qt,es    on    i.,h,r3    I?. t;..     VlrJif.r:!\Tljt     Lj.i'`1Lil,    ,r    lLit.,.?r+..'.r    +.-2i3i._-:r i,€-ro

f3`-_r,i.,=)ir!.     <`.     Tjo      `T.')TH\T,:li?T\l,      'J.     a.     I\J':€3Fc+lan+u    j`;-€i^rine,      jloii+,}`j     `L`J,+1:`-.`+++ic      -j+.I-;rr;--

.i::ir   iinej    ,S,:varina.h,    rfJ=orgi€ta,   }.j^iastf?r   of   the   Vil.itiniE:    --,1;`r.3,    c.l_:.=j::,~:':let
C; -;:`i+-iri"r:.I_ly   V±.01{?t,ed   t}-iG   -rules    i.or    Convo:r    secH^n_r.i+u.:,r.         |r~i:;t`/.`{ir+    .T``-``:r?`-
'..,'`?,,:   -:.erlL.+,e:'i   t,r)   be   at:rajid.   to   i:t-?t,   too   clo,=€e   t,o   t:fie   iri,girl   i`,`cT,Lr.j=i`:r`   a-.   ti.-`:

r,:.-+1,  `3.-I.        {Ti=?    cQritirm,i~||y   put?..€3d   ai.'ir3.v   or   held    bacIL   lil   C)r.I.1f3r   +,`3   i:'ji=  t+.=,

i-_i3    3r_i|.i   ri?S=).i_tr?    Speeij:.ic   or.flfjrs   to   I,Ire   co.!it}--,rev+   `£irir~i   tlcc3pi+,/3   -,.Li
+.`rir.=£|.++,5   or    hi`?,    r?few   rii63!fi+jers   t,a   Per).3rt,   hi`!n   to   i  a.rchT:T`it,   i-:+,-r.~._:it3    -I:ni=f._:.:. =.

CriT3t,5irt   ,T!:}Ir,=`r}t``r   I.ti`rthe|.   a,nger.ed   his    c'feT,\r   _riiembers   'rj:7    -:f`I.fi.-_::.`   +.'+?.r'.   +  -~i
\`_ir)ar,Tfrir3   tjt`   r`.jri    ,:i|].   w{:`t,chi-~8s   berause    of   t,he::I    islr)1a`+-`=.i:lj    .=r£-Jr.~Jt3?+.:J±    I:-Si-
t,i?,_'..         I:`=.r:J`i.r.r`'\i=`n+,    i.epc-.rtG,rj.    t,11.ii.t    1,=r3rc'r,?nt,1`-'`|fin€_t     3er-,rrL.3:-~-.``'_i     '`T~..  f+;,  L-

I.i`i.`q+il    +'?aL:I    .cF=±i,:.-i£.;    t,A1!1-:let.i()r-.3f.i    on    ,:3.1i    iso],€]tf3r3.     rjrji|`,     £~3 3--`=?i `'-`_:  ,_--i:.    I-:' a

i.ia-r;r37.i-.ri,i    'ty-,-tei-3    oi-.    +,he    ilo-i.i+i    ,:it_|a,ntir;,    be`3,rJ?Jse    I:.:  =+-i:a     ::'   I:'^~.I -;h:     '`j=-3lJ`r-
-;-i._i.+:~:.    i'3i^    -.nF;.-,Cl|e     ,=tfc    ,?t    f:    jf!ifl-Lr:ilJi.il.

r=fi    d_=.=F3L:isin{L=    irLf'il.-idu€+     :F.i_h.    53ci`_rli+,.--    '  r-_.,~     .   :i`r-.+ ...- ``?`+.+     i-:i+-

fz-jr::-?:1:1-      st,.:]t,,3rj     +J3:t,    +,o=j    Ill?n.:7    :j'.-.?rc.11,r\£-ii-,     3:-l=:r=    '`,I-3`.1?     :-'`i+,  -i:`     ..-:_+''_    f:il-'

;`.`.L|r    lil.3`r`r`-~+..:,     LV,'O    Oil    e€`_ChJ   Si\`j.3.          -H|,'_T`3-i.~'`."ri^l..`.,`.:-1`.'.-i.:`+     i      3'.'.i:t    SL|f-

+?c=;-f;i     :.    +.  -.I-.''T.f=-]3    ±'i+.    Or    Ot.tl3r    .`-;i=.C=:'+,     =`r,`-:_r-i-,:+     ?i`.    '=`.rL=     =±.':-I,     i,:~3    ._i:->Lil-.`+.S

o7.i     +,:':.`it.      ^-i  I  ?     .~|?I.3     =-;ii;I:c:-L^    j~i5j+r££Tf.3(~`     '.:2e:v-i:ir.  i    I+':-i-,i-,i-~     `cj|ri    -_',  '`,+_     r` i.=c.:`.:.L3"ref.
'i"r`„    i,.w.C`)    i^3--.=  i.r`.i:`i[`    :li f3.rjo.?-:;,`3    I,`..il.].    .r,+fr~?1,:.r    ''.`|1].`j    +..`j     i:'`.ii-, I  i-,    ':`rj.rrm]  3r.r.``3tit

€:I.n.i.     i-f3     `~.-.. 3=S1.-I    `i:ri£_r:e>^lir+,r-3    _i.f'     3r}1.'j  3l-'`.jrl+.c=Jl.S,     LFt?:-i    lq    i;-_Cse    ['..I:`icoijrit(+3ff3d

c`n    tht::    .-;T_=ssi€.:`.~  riii-„     `))i,tr;i-use    i``iy=t.i`=].i,:I    +,:fell+i    =.  =`    i'`tt]+     eiv-`3n    s`I.ir~f'ici_t3ii_t,    roe,_rri

t,(:   =L11o.~  ztrte    -ic-;:ri   +,0    5i+.   ci_r>','rfi„       '::~.3    :i,i.i!.5e.fir3e   .~'J]'`.    si}:   lil-+j`rjoats   ori   a.,
frei{:htein   is   3   ,.:r3.`|.   ':,cjr. ,1.Ie   bt?i:,`i3ter   ?s   =:c-Ir   =_s   t,he   'L`.erchrlnt,  i,'..1-fine
Cr.ew   is   co{icerned.       .Jr,'3-,`,.-.t:I.cT.`c`=Ji.s    -re   1;j{3gi.i`in::.ti;.   i,O   chec?,k   sucti   it,err`.s
before   si8riiii£_1   On   ,frr,7   i7.iver,   shiT].

"Infof.mant   `=,1so  inii.icated  thtnt,   .50   anil   o30  cLritj.bre   ,sub-

r.r.a.chins  ff,I.tns  diti.  not  T)rovi.de  deceytt  defe[ise  from  a.f,tacking  air.era ft.
On  his  most  recent,  convoy  tr.ip  iriformL"it  sciid  t,hc?~t  the  TiTav:I  `pii.n  crew
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5     +:`iJp.`r    19,/+3.

i+I.:I:`r':  i-;r:  :            Tr`+.`=?-L`--'  -:i=   -_:.     J=:-;:J`      I-.   :,_.'v~eL5tionLS     Of     -.i     iL;e:rchrfjrtt

rty-i    ----  =          -==--1 -.---,

__---------------------------------

on    tr,he    S.n,    C||ii='5TL`F`:-T~..L   ::I_--T  :I.=    ==-`t:'-.e    :L?.1:.?ten   Line,    TTJ8|ti.r.n_or.t-?,    i,J.ra'ftv|a,nd,

Spott,er]    rp    to-_r.T}`3.A:lG    :`t,    SC.'±nLe    ']1j  5t:J^-i:`,3    :~_earl.iri._`    ;ii-I.f3;C+i..y'   i'Or    t!|ei-fi,    :jet,

thf3.y   vTerDe    Hii+cat,1`5    i;e=`   ciiscr:?-i.r`i_~e    i-I;   ¥3i.   ¢3plri:-tt'3   i+,   .i'-i-Orr!   its    Lrt`qth   b,V   means
01-8un|fi-r.e.        .-j~r~;a]zii|rii-:   abGLi~L    Jil`tf    s,=.r._`.L=    1:Lr.i'|,    ii'`ii-C.i.j`.,'La+n+j    St,flted   t,t|,1t    i t

bfij`as   not   un.usual   to   see   2   tc;i-.r~3`3i`,~ci   filE.rie   I,1.a-I,rel   tile   enti:re   len/:th   ®f  t,he
eortvfj-57   at   `reFtv   loTw   r-JITLitu.ijre   ;vTii-,hoiif,   r"i`£fiii.1`£r{:   into   tin.v   di ffic`-i.tv.       Oil.
g3   .i.cw   ocG&si®ns   r:er.ITiari   toii.r"?(lo   rilane   pilots   1,`7ere   so   I oi.v   the_I   `t!-etv
tlth'LLr.r!bed   their   noses"   at   c-1.e',\`.i   mer_fi~be-fs   standing   on   deck.      i,,'Fera+ip.nt,

Crews   Flrqve  lit,tie   fa.ith.   in  the  e£.feet,ivenlegs   o±-.50   `?:rid   .30   ca,1i'o_r`e
su.b-,Tachine  guris   ,9s   ant,i.-;a.ir.c3ra`f.t   df3-?ense.      Infol.mrlt,   i3tat,e(i   t,h,3t   he
JpeFsonally  will  never  sign  ciri.  allot,he-.r  shjrl  that„  is  not  adeiii_cqt,ely
i3LiuiT,`ped  witjh   20  r!-dllim_eter  `pi:,uns   cqnd  ,3+.  Iefqst   one  r)r`  .two  3-inch  ant,i-
aircra£.t  i;urls.      ?:e  a_dded  tha,t,  3   4-ir!ch   deck  gun  wa_s  also  necesse~r.y
but   indiGci.ted  th?t,   T,fl.erGhant,   I.J~arine   crew  members  were   not   rr}~s   conce-fned
about   subrlia.r.ine  att,a.cks   as   t.he.y  a-fe  a,bout   aircr.af't   c?ttacks.     .Tn  this
iiiforrnent' §  oir)inion  20  millimeter  a,nci  3-iric.h.  a`nti-aircral.t  guns  are
necess€>r.y  dei'ense   ar.rn.`g.ment,   oil   ships   of   the   i"ter.chan+,  Ij_.arine   1-or   r)I.ac-
t,ical   pTc>tection   and   for  the   ij.pkee-o  o.f  mora]c   :3+marl+`f?   the   sf.ip's   ere-w."

2. Forwarded  for  infor`mation.

N.a.

F  =   :-Leli8bilit±tr   of   souii.ce   un',tno'ulm.

_.)-

i.    i.    B'`11,Tclrl0VAl`vl`:I.


