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To: The Commandent = =
. Via:  District Coagt, Guard Officer, Highth Naval District =3

Sub js 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431-437; viclation e =% -
U.S. Merchant Vessel J. D. YEAGER, 18 October, 1944 k AAAAA

Ref: () HQ ltr to all DCGOS 18 August, 1943 (CG=100018 lilne)e
(b) DCGO 8ND ltr to COTP, Gelveston 18 September, 1943,
(661l4) Enforcement of the 0il Pollution Act.
(c) HQ Dispatch to all DCGOS 231920 (October).

In accordance with References (a), (b) and (e) inclosure is forwarded.
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Copy of file in subject case.
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To: The Commandant (OPS)
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By direction
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Galveston, Texas
CAPTAIN w PaRT (1) October 25, 1944

Distriet Engineer, U, S. Army

Galveston, Texas

Sirs

This is a report of viclation of the 011 Pollution Aet of 1924, 33 USC,
431=437, by the United States Merchant Vessel J. D. YEAGER, at Pier 41
Galveston, Texas on 18 October, 1944, The facts in the case are as fo
lows:

The J. D. YEAGER, a cargo vessel under the United States flag, is owned
by the Var Shipping Administration and operated through the North Atlantic
and Gulf Steamship Company, Ineorporated, 120 Wall Street, New York City,
New York, agents through Lykes Brothers Steamship Co., Ine,, U.
S. National Bank .ddvntu.tuu.dumﬁ-luqiw-ror
the vessel, The master is R. B. Armstrong of 93 South Highwood Avenue,
Green Wock, New Jersey,

On the morning of 18 October, 1944, while the J. D. Yeager was at Pler 41,
pumping operations were commenced for the purpose of transferring fuel oil
from the No. 3 tank to the No. 1 double~bottom tank, During the process

of this operation, oil overflowed from the port and
and sounding pipes at the forward end of the vessel, It

that about one barrel of oil escaped onto the deck this manner and that
several gallons flowed overboard through the scuppers into th
spill apperently resuited from a failure to eut off the pump when the No. 1l
double-bottom tank reached its capacity was
Offieer in Charge, Marine Inspectiom, U. S. Coast Guard,
and action, '

for
Statements were taken from Albert D, Jamisom, chief engineer and from
Edward Fisher, first assistant engineer of the vessel, Copies of said
statements, together with copy of the report of the investigator
closed for your information. Samples of the oil were taken from the water
and from the forward deck of the vessel. These samples, together with the
originals of the statements taken, will be retained in this office for use
by the U, S. Attorney,

By direction of the Captain of the Fort on, Texas,

4 i z/m;tﬂn%

@ 4’. « SIMMEN
Lieutenant, U, 8. Coast Guard Reserve

%
i

CCs The Commandant, U, S. Coast Guard, Washington, D. C.
m. m’ '.' al.lﬂ, ui
U. S. Distriet Attorney, Houston, Texas
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, Galveston, Texas
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Galveston, Texas

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (ope)

6614
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ot Captain of the Port, Galveston, Texas
Subjs 04l Pollution Act — J. D.YBAGER; vioclation of

1. This case involves the J. D. YEAGER, an American ecargo ship.
wmnmwmwmwm,wn.a. c.
and the general agent is the North Atlantic end Gulf Steamship Co. Ine.,
120 Wall S¢., New York City, N. Y. The local agent is the lLykes Bros.
M“c l“.. U. 8. “M“m., Galveston, Texas.

2. The J. D. YBAGER is under the command of R. B. Armstrong, 93 5.
Highwood Avenue, Green Woch, New Jersey. His licanse number is #158202,
issued in New York City, New York.

3. The J. D. YEAGER srrived in Galveston 16 Ustober, 194k, took on
muumammumwaawmunorShtu-um-n
17 Uotober, and 18 Ustober. Also, on 18 Uctober she shifted to Pder 41,
with her bow fecing the chamnel. .

18

be The writer was notified of the oil
at u'p Po.omu’ lmo xM“
the water on the port side between the ship

tm@t&nmmulbmm-umomnol on the
starboard side. When 1 went aboard 1 noticed oil on deck from the two
forward sir vents and the sounding pipes on ana

This oil ran batk along the side toward the midship for about twenty feet
and ran through the soupper holes that were left

5. The oil spill oecurred sbout noon on 18 Ugtober, 19i4, when the
engineers were pumping oil from No. 3 tank to No. 1 double~-bottom tank,
This is s new ship and No. 1 tank has never been filled with olil before.
The reason for pusping oil from le. 3 tenk to No. 1 was te test the oil
line valve for tightness and to test the tank for any possible leak.

I understand that all new tanks must be tested properly before loading
to prevent any leak which might damage the cargo. This regulation is
orders from the Port Engineer. According to the informstion I received,
one sngineer was stationed at the pump and two engineers were teking the
gounding. The Chief Engineer gave instructions to slow down Lhe pump
when the reading wes 3 feet 1l inches in the sounding pipe. When the
tank has a reading of 3 feet 1l inches there should be 863 barrels (42
gallons) of oil in the tank. When the tank is full, the reading is 6
feet 9 inches and holds 896 barrels of oil. ¥hen the tank reading was




coTP, Uslveston, Texas

6614
20 Ootober, 19kk

3 feet 11 inches; the pump was
oll ran out of the two vents and

water,
6. The writer returned to the J. D. YHAGER om 19 Ogtober; lyik, e
Mtu%kiﬂl@o s IW%&MQ“T. Heal, 2nd asst.

duty.

7. Pier 18 notified the Merchant Merine Hearing Unit om 18 October,
1944, at about noon of the oil s

a. Ab 12135 on 18 Ustober, 194k, oil samples were Lakea [rem Lhe

forward deek of Lhe J. Uy YEAGER and from the water on the port side of
the shdp by J. W, Anderson (585-148) CSp, USGGR and »

(650-668) BMle, USCG:, The ssmples were then taken by J. ¥. Anderson and
George G. Uomingue to hhe fog tower, Ft., Foint, and

key. Signed statements were received from Albert U, Jamison, Chief
- Engineer, and Edward Fisher, lst asst. engineer, sboard the J. . YEAGER,
and are forwarded herewith for your information and guldance.

R. 0. m. w

Inels.
1. Statement of Llbert U, Jamison, Chief Engineer of the J. D. YEAGIER.
2. Statement of ldward Pisher, lst asst. engineer of the J. D. YEAGER.




Oct. 18, 1944

Wy name is Bdward Fisher, lst asst. engineer aboard the J. U.
YEAGER. My home address is Bines Creek, N. C. and have engineer's
license number 112982,

We had the cil spill sbout noon on Oot. 18, 1944. I was instructed
to take the soundings in tani Ne. 1 double-bottom end to slow the
pump down at & reading of 3 ft. 1l inches. The 2nd engineer took
the resding and when it reached 3 ft. 1l inches he slowed the pump
down. After he slowed the pump down he instructed 3rd assi. englneer
of tihe sounding. The first asst. engineer turned the pump off so
that the 3rd engineer could cheeck Lhe 2nd aast. engineer's soundings;
as he started to the sounding pipe he discovered oil rumning out of
the vents and sounding pipe on Lhe port and starboard side forward.
He yelled to me to turn the pump off butlt had already been turned
off. We both went on deck and closod Lile scupper with waste to
prevent the oil fram running in the water. The soupner Licles were
not -closeds; I estimate that about 1 barrel (42 gals.) ren on deck
and a few galléns ran into the watér.

The oil was on the pert and starboard side of the deck forward. ¥We
were nunping thia cil from No. J tank to N6, 1l to test the tank.
The only reascn that 1 ecan give s thet there was probably an air
pockot. L bsve been an engineer on ships for the past 7 years; ihis
is my £iret oil spill, Tank No. L full rends 6 fr. 1L inghes.

/8/ Edward Fisher, lst asst.




Oct. 18, 194k

My name is Albert D, Jamison, Chief Engineer, aboard the J. D. TEAGER.
My home address is 740 8. Cuson, Los Angeles, Cal., and my license
nusber is A-7451 issued in San Franciseco, Cal. The J. D, YEAGER is
owned by the War Shipping Administration, Washington, D, C., and the
general agent is the North Atlantic and Gulf Steamship Co., Ine., 120
Well St,, New York City, H. Y. The local agent is the lLykes Sros.
Steanship Co., Galveston, Tezas.

This is & new ship and we publ oil in No. 3 double bottom, No. 3 deep,
and No. 5 double-bottom on the port and starboard side for the firat
time at Pler No. 5 on Ucb. 17 and Oet. 18, 1944, Ve srrived Oct. 16,
went Lo Todd's Shipyard and then to the Sulphur Docit to take on
sulphur.

Un Ogt. 18, 174k, betweea 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m. I storted pumping
ol from tank Ho. 3 to Ko. 1 double-bottom. I stationed my first
asst. engineer at the pump and my 2nd aand 3rd asst. engineger taking
the sounding. I instructed the men watehing the tank to slow tha
pump down when the Lank sounding reached 4 feet. When the sownding
was 3 £t. 11 inches in Ho. 1 double-bottom tank, the 2nd aseb,
engineer potified the lst esst. engineer to slow the purp. 1 was
having lunch end eamnot say whether the oil spilled on Lhe deck was
before or after the pump was slowed down. I came oul immediately
and saw oil on the port and starboard side on deck {'rom the forward gun
stetion. 7Tnis oil ram back from the forward vents for about 17 It.

I saw oil in the water on the pori side and cannot say whether Lhe
scupper holes were closed or not,

The reason for pumping oil from No., 3 tamk to No. 1 tank was to test valve
for tightness leading to No. 1 and 2 deep tanks as orders from the Fort
Engineer. 1 estimate that about 2 barrels of oil spilled on deck (42
gallons per barrel) and about 5 to 10 gallons of oll spilled ihe port
side. 1 nave been sailing for 17 years and have never had an oil spill
since I have been chief engineer, The tank full is 6 ft. 9 inches and
holds 896 barrels.

/8/ Albert D. Jamison




