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uNITEI]  sTjiTEs   ccasT  GUARD

Case  I.:`o. :   It,.I"  S-595 i]`ERCEAI`T  }i`.LEL3n`E   I`EAliin{G  ul`Tlp
EmvEI`THI  iTAVAI.  DlsTRIOT
LOFTG  B.moH,      oELIFORITm
23  I`trovember,   1944

nF  HIS  I`\rdlRER  on  SS  a.  a.   OoriEY,
oll,  splll  Hi  IRE   Ocl;in,.±BH+  RlimaR.

SOURCE   OF   Och,iH?I.AnFT:       U.   a.   uoast  Guard  intelligence,
Portland ,  Oregon.

res 0lJS  nTFERVIE'rRED :
SS  a.  a.   a
fornia,

Kenneth  I.  Stravser.,  second  mate,
2  Rugby  Street, Huntington Park,  Call-

Lenard  A.  tosasso,  machinist-punpm&n,  SS  J.  J.   ColtrY,
Box  244,  Route  5,  Denver,   Colorado.

FAcrs:     un  20  uotober,   1944,   the  SS  a.  a.   OCI.ur,  a  tank
vessel  6EHerica.:ii  Registry,   opel.abed  b3r  line  Hillcone  Steam-
ship  Coxpany,  was  tied  up  at   The  DUBoise  Ijuniber  Company  dock  in
VaLncouver,  tifashington.     The  vessel  .v`i.as  engaged  in  delivering
gasoline  to  the  Fletoher  uil  Ocmpany.

Jib  or  about  0240  on  80  October,   1944,   the   discharging  of
gasoline  was  ccmpleted  and  preparations  were  made  f or  a  line
wash which  WaLs  to  start  at  0500.     The  intervening  20  minutes
were  spent  making  the  neoessar'7  chamses  in  the  ptmp  roou  line-
up.     The  second  mat,e,  Strawser,  who  was  on watch,  went  down
into  the  pump  room  to  assist  losasso,   the  punpman.  in matting
the  line-up.    -i`then  all  appeared  in  order  for  pumping water  into
the  line  from  the  sea  suction,  pumping  was  started,  but  shortly
afterwards  the  second  riaj:-e  noticed  that  t.he  pressure  gauge  did
not  register,  1/thic.n  was  unusual.    He  then  checked  the  sea
suction  outlet  from  the  deck  and  observed  gasoline  running  into
the  river  from  the  outlet.    IIe  imediately  Closed  the  deck  valve
on  the  discharge  line.  vJent  doun  into  the  pump  room  again  to
font,her  check  on  the  line-up  and  found  that  a  cl.ossover  valve
was  open.    It  is  evident  that  the  deck  valve  on  the  discharge
line  \vas  not  olosed  prior  to  opening  the  sea  suction  and  start-
ing  the  pump.     Consequently,   t,he  gasoline  in  the  line  dl.oppea
and  was  allorrea  to  run  into  the  river  through  the  sea  suction
as  it  b:i--p8.ssed  the  open  crossover  valve  to  the  pump.    uifter
correcting  this  error  in  t.ne  line-up,  the  lirie wash was  started
at  0542  and  coxpletea  at  0550.

ds  no  'tYrouble  had  been  anticipated  prior  to  the  line
wash,  the  valve  from  the  shore  tanks  had  been  left  open,  and
consequently,  the  gasoline  in  the  line  f larJed back  into  the
river  because  of  the  oversight  in  not  closing  the  crossover
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Merchant  *ti:arine  .Hiearing  Unit
Eleventh  iT:raval  i)i st|.ict
Case  I`to. :   I,`HIIT  S-595
25  November,   1944

valve  previously mentioned.

It was  estimated  that  about  loo  barrels  oi'  gasoline
was  lost.

The  U.  S.   Coast  Gual.a was  notified  and  a  fire  boat
arrived  at  0430,  and  this  i ire  boat,  in  conjunction with
the  use  of  fire  hose  from  the  SS  J.  J.   CONEY,   dispersed
the  gasoline  on  the  surface  and  out  into  the  river.

RIP.   Strawser.   second  Hiate,   stated  that  he  bad  had
approfimtely 4  months  experience  as  a  licensed  off icer  on
tank vessels.

MI..   Iosasso  was  making  his  first  trip  in  the  capacity
of  machinist-pumpman.

I,€irir.   fl.   a.  +ivilkins,   chief  mate  on  the  SS  J.   a.   CORE¥,
gave  fosasso  a  good  I.eference  in  all  respects.

cOHoroslorFT  dim RECch..RE}{DAIIOIT:        It   is   the   opinion
uffioer that  this  particular

oil  spill--was  Sot  the  result  of  either  misconduct  or  negli-
gence,  but  rather  from  lack  of  tanker  experience.    Under
the  circumstances  it  was  decided  not  to  prefer  charges,
but,  both  men  were  advised  as  to  the  importance  of  avoiding
oil  spills,  and  of  the  fire  hazards  and  serious  disasters
which might  result  from  such  spills.

It  is  recolrmended  that  no  further  action  be  taken
and  that  the  case  be  closed.

«galNIunRE«s.'th
Iit.   Comander,  USOGR
Exanining  Orficer

25  November,   1944
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8nedof  the  uners

Approved:

th!..BEE
Lt.   Comdr.,  Usoen
Off icer  in  Charge
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