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AMERICAN CONSULATE %

Colombo, Ceylon, June 22‘1 1943

SusJecT: Misconduct of Mr. E. Westin, Second Mate,
11085 8.8, Jané A. Del&no
v

THE HONORABLE _ .
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON.

SIR:

I have the honor to report that upon the arrival
of the s.s. Jane A, Delang/'at Colombo, on June 21, 1943,

the First Mate, Louls VAW RILLAER, called at the Con-
sulate and said that he ‘wished to file a complaint
against the Second Mate, E., WRSTIN. This vesgsel is
owned by the United States War Shipping Administration,
registered at San Francisco, California, and operated by
the General Steamship Gorporation, of 465 California
Street, San Francisco. The Master is E, R. SMALL.

Mr. Van Rillaer presented his complaint in the fom
of a letter addressed to the Consulate, which was
enmbodied in an affidavit taken fram him (with a slight
subsequent technical change made at his request), a copy

1/ of which is enclosed. There were also two entries in
the Official Log of the s.s, Jane A. Delano regarding the
conduct of Mr, E. Westin, dated June 4 and June 5,

2/ reapectively, 1943, copies of which are enclosed. At
the time these log entries were shown to the Consulate,
they were not signed by either the Master or any other
licensed officer of the vessel.

It 1s believed that the aforementioned enclosures
sufficiently cover the complaint, which was to the effect
that Mr, Westin had on several occasions become intoxi-
cated while the ship was in port, to the detriment of his
duties aboard ship, and had 1nrlicted personal 1nJury on
Mr. Van Rillaer.

Both Mr. Van Rillaer, the complainant, and the Master
were separately questioned about Mr. Westin's conduct,
~e—-—... . _and appeared to be in agreement, both regarding his
. behavior and the measures to be taken. As the vessel was
only in Colombo for 24 hours, the Consulate did not have
the opportunity of 1ntervigar§% w;ﬂﬂestin himgelf. The
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First Mate, as complainant, preferred to limit his action
to the filing of an affidavit, and wished to proceed
further in the matter upon the vessel's arrival in the
United States.

It was the opinion of the Master and the First Mate
that all that could be accomplished by an interview with
Mr., Westin would be to obtain his verbal promise to behave
himself. This they stated had previously been done at
Calcutta, and had proven ineffective. Both the Master and
the First Mate stated that Mr. Westin's conduct and atten-
tion to his duties were reasonably satisfactory while the
vessel was at sea when Mr, Westin could not obtain liquor.

Respectfully yours,

QU/;«I /LR,

Robert L. Buell
Amer ican Consul

Vé;olosurea:

1. Arfidavit of Mr. Louis
Van Rillaer, First Mate
of the s.s. Jane A.Delano.

2, Copy of entries In the Official
Log Book of the s.s. Jane A,Delano
dated June 4, 1943, and June 5,
1943,

File no. 886.3
DTR/ef

»

Copy to Consulate General, Calcutta,
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!! Enclosure No.2 </ pespatch No.85
dated June 22, 1943, from Robert
L. Buell, 4merican Consul at
Colombo, Ceylon, on the subject:
Misconduct of Mr. E. Westin,
Second Mate, s.s. Jane A, Delano

Entry in gShips Official Log

6.4.43 - 5.35 a.ms Ch. Mate L. Van Rillaer called
me because 2nd Mate E. Weston was asleep in his room
while on duty and was in an intoxicated condition.

.40 I tried to arouse the 2nd Mate but he just grunted
and did not get up from his settee where he was sleeping
with his shoes off. 6.20 I again tried to wake up 2nd
Mate. He sat up in his bunk mumbled, bl inked at light
and again laid down, 6.45 I again tried to wake up
second mate. He sat up opened his eyes and said "what's
the matter®. I sald you are on watch and the ship is
discharging ammunition and I want you on deck. The lst
Mate asked him for the pass key and I started for my room
I heard words then a blow and rushed back and got between
the two men and sent the lst Mate to tell the native
watchman on gangway to call a police officer. When the
police officer arrived I asked him to take the 2nd Mate
from the ship. He went for his relief as they changed
watches at 7 a.n, The 2nd Mate took a bath changed
clothes etc. and left ship in custody of police.

6.5,43 - 3 p.m. E. Weston, L. Van Rillaer and
myselT were in U. 3. Consul's office after much talking
etc. Chief Mate refused to stay on ship if 2nd Mate
returned said he would go to hospital and could make them
take him in etec, etec. The U. S. Consul Mr. Middlebrook
was disgusted and did not approve of action of either
Mates, Chief Mate returned to ship with me.
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ISSUED BY THE INTELLIGENCE BIVISION
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From . UsSolaval Attache, braszil cittic_de Janeiro Date ._fugust 24, 1943 |
{Ship, floa, unit, disirler, offica, shutlon, or petsan} :

Reference

{Direciive, correspoadenca, provious related ropart, ol if applicabls}

Sovice Observation & conwersstion Evaluation A=]

s oficial, Y abservation, pablication, press, comversafion wifhe i ED
s officiol, pemonct, chsvation, publicuifon, press, conversation - AYEN 216; SER. BISAIE—dlo10-62

Subject s 8z Persons and Personalities .
{Notion reported on} {Moin titls o2 per index guide) {Subtitias) {Moke esporcta ropart for cach #ide)

BRIEF~[Hera entor coreful svmmary of repord, costolalng whetencs sucslnefly doisd; laclsds Impariont facls, names, pleces, dotes, afc)

\ Captain E.F. Small (Master) Mr. Westin (fou) Sscond Mate, 5.5, Jane A, Delanc,
§ {(US) reported to be habitual drunkards. Capteain Small appeared in the routing
! oifice of the Naval Operating Base, Rio de Janeire very intoxicated,

.},-_,an:..‘.nec--_cjf)nnm—-—s!.:.\-:l-nC.'ﬂ-o@ﬂ(:&-':-aaﬂ—&:--cﬂ

1. On Auguat 23, 1943 E.R. Smell, Mastsr of the S.5. Jane A, Dalano appearsd

| in the routing office of ths Naval Operating Base in an sxtremsly intoxicated

i condition., He wae arrogaut, pugnacious and uncooperative, The Commanding

i Officer of the Armed Guard Detail of this vessel sdvissd That Captain Small and

: the Seocond Officer of this vessel, Mr. Westin, are habitual drunkards and get ‘}

themselves in trouble in every port of call., It is further repcrted that these .

. offioers, while intoxiceted, make many indistreet remarks regarding ship and
! sonvoy movemente,

2. This report is rendered to caution routing officers regarding these
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