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Wsubject  vessel  Bailed  from  Now  York  on  4  March  1943  and  at  1050
on  the  same  day,  abc"t  30  miles  outside,  while  convoy  was  forming  up,
she  wag  out  of  control  as  ei  result  of  Steering  gear  breakdoun,  and  She
collided  bean  to  bean  witb  the  tanker  CRTVILI,  HARDING.    Three  lifeboats
uere  swept  off  the  subject  vessel,  some  dem&ge  was  sustained  to  her
starboard  side,  and  one  phone  carried  on  deck  was  damaged.    There  were
no  iajuries  to  perormel.M

I'COLI.ISI0NS:

nln  addition  to  the  collision  before  leaving  New York,  as  set  forth
in  paragraph  (1),  subject vessel tlas  irivolved  in  two  other  collisions.    en
15  May  1943,  while  anchored  at Bone,  the  subject  vessel was  hit  dead  on
her  ster.n  ty  the  bow  of  the  S/S  LIBERT¥  GI.On,  resulting  in  chmage  to  her
rail,  deck  plating,  and  5-inch  gtm  platform.    Damage  to  the  I,IBERI'Y  GLOw
wfas  slight.    The  collision was  caused  by  confusion  ln  a  message  fran  the
bridge  of  the  I,IBERT¥  Gljow  to  her  engine  room,  so  that  order  for  llfull
speed  astern"  was  misinterpreted  in  the  engine  room  as  Wfull  speed  ahe&dl'.
The  next  collision  occurred  at  1350  shipls  time  on  6  June  1943  coming  in-
to  the  Oran Harbor,  passing  between  2  buoys  marking  scuttled  Ships,  and
uhile  making  a  hard turn  in a  light  ship  (draft  10  feet  forTt.ard,  15  feet
aft),  subject  vessel  ran  over  one  of  the  buoys,  which  surfac®d  and  fouled
8hipl8  propeller,  bending  2  opposite  blades.    She  attempted  to  join  her
convoy,  but was  coxpelled to  return  because  the  blades  stmck  her  stern
post.     Chae  blade  had  to  be  burned  off .W
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