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us with enything they had im thelr hamds. In Shis peried of cireclisg
the fellows om the forsdeck, of which I was one of them, we wers mumerous
tines washed by the waves that cums over the bow of the sudsmarine.
Pioally 1 was led aft and on my trip I noticed the armaments om e sub,
they wors in thelr moumts. Them I was forced to geo through a gaumtlet
and there wore about twelve mem abt lesst bhat I went Through sand all
those men dad clubs or pipes or some meanms of punmishwent, and I pot his
upon the head, suiTered a severs gash and flmally subecomsolously I
toppled overboard, and I samaged to stay afloat until sieut six ¢'clock
in the morning whem & couple of fellows that were om Lhe sud mamaged to
got locee some way and untlied me. ‘rom there we just nade plans, more
or less, to swim baok towards the ship, where she previously went dsomm,
in the hopes that we night find wreckage or someihing that would keep
us afloat, becsuse at that time we soes planes in the air searching

and we khww they had seen us, or knsw of our conditliens and help would
bs srriving shortly. Whom these two fellows that untied me sew they
were weskening, und I felt pretty good, 1 told them to stary where they
wore and swanm to where the ship wemt dows, sndgot some floating material
snd brousht it back. I started out on my ows, and emproute I med an
amy captain, and he was on his last legs, so I gave him an encouraging
word sand went on my way. In circlisg the ship, I moticed this life
raft there. Ths ship was redboarded by three fellows alfterwards. Tiree
fellows swam after they got loose and got back sicard. 5o ome fellow
tried to laumoh this life raft and it falled to operste, so hw used

a vy doughmut and ihrow that over the side. Iventually, whoem the
ship relled over and wemt down, this other 1ife raft releassd iteelf."”

Fame of Yesael JOHN A, JOMESOR
pate of Casualty 102944

OEX

"Sworn statements of 13 selected survivars asd cnattested state-
ments of other survivors brought forth the Tollowing fects with ree
gard % the sctivitios of the su> subseguent to torpedoing of the
ship:

vhen the #2 bout, containing 26 mem wes abowt 1/2«3/4 miles

away on the port side of the ship, the sub swlaced atout 200 yurde
sway from the bost. Jub soved slowly im the water and eclreled the
wren, observimg the results of the torpedoing, them turnsd «t & point
about 200 from the boat sud bore directly dowa upon the boat at sn
estinatod speed of 8«10 knote. “hem it was apparont thet the sub ipe
tended to rax the boat, sll of the ovcupants wont overbourd aal some
suan swny from the boat, othors stayed nesrty in an offort to hang
on to the slde. The bow of the sud brushed the Lot which contimued
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on its way. Fhen the sud was spproximstely smidsiips of the ost,
rachinsegun and platol fire was opened on the boat snd on the men in
the water by a group of the sul's orew standiag along the starboard
rail on the maln deck of the sub. The range was sstlmated to be about
30*. The pistol fire came from & member of the sub's crow who was
on & highor elevation that those {iring the machine gun and who was
dressed differemtly from the other crew members. fub had a spotlizht
which 4t Surned on the mem im the water as it fired its machine gun.
servivors stated thet the plistel was being deliberataly fired &t mem
swimning in the matore 7Tracers were hitting the boat and the mem o
the mater. After the sub had passed on, men could bte heard thrashing
about in the water and crying for help. The sud precesded an, trying
to suing its stern im an offort %o estech some of the mem in the water
in its sorews. The survivers returmed to the lifebost and the sub
then turned and returned om a course bearing directly on the life-
boat 'wut at & slower speed tham before. The occupants wio had mot
boen hit b y provious gunfire agein abandomed the bost. Again the
bow of the sub brushed the boatl sxd whan the boat was at & point ap-
prozimately amdiships of the sub & Wrilliant white light was turned
on the bost. One survivor delieved that this light was used to take
& ploture. No guns were fired from the sub at this time although
fmmediately after the lizht was removed the sud was tursed hard
port, obvicusly In m effort te involve the boat and as sany men as
possible in the serews. “ large mumber of the sub's crew wers standing
on its deck and gathered around ia the comning tower and wers yolling,
*manzel’ and lasughing at the predicasent of the men im t.e water. After
the sud had gone only 15 mem climbed dack inte the Wwate There were
soveral mllet 'oles im the bost. Survivers stated that § nembers of
the group in the (2 boat were killed in the straling attack on this
boate Aafter sud had paseed the 1ifeboat the socond time it again
oirelsd the arenx and then [fired on tiw fors and af't portiom of the
shipe

Seventeen mon on the raft drifted around the sterm of the ship.
Sud startsd for tie raft and whenm about 150" away, machineSgunned
the raft. hw ococcupants jumped imto the water. Sud peassed by the
raft at about 150' snd the raft was reboarded. Sub circled the ship
and, in coming sround, sttespted to resthe raft but & wave tirsw it
out of. the way. Sudb comtinued on her course clreling the ship sgainm.
&8 ohe came arvund & third time, thls time the sud hit the raf't and,
&8 it passed, again firdd its mmehine pun trecers hitting the water
sear the mam. The men on the sud ware yelling *"Janzai’ as it passed,
The first shot fired aftor the reming of the raft was a pistol shot.
fub passed on and sade a elircle sbout }/2 mile from the raft. It pasced
the raft again at about 200" but did not fire. Splintered side members
and severely deonted tanks bore out the remsing of the raft. After the
sub left thers were only 14 asa who relwardsd the raft.

The #4 lifebout with Z1 wem elrcled the shlp fleking up § or 4
survivers and then pulled away frem the ship. Bhen about 1/2 siles
EWRy & son anchor was pat over. Sub wae ssem to surfface approximately
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100 yards from the boate About 20 sisutes later the sub started to-
wapd the lifebeat. Occupants sbendoned lifshoat and sub passed 10
yards of the boat bhut did met flre om the Woat. Alowt 20 minstes
after shelling the after section of the ship, sub returned and attegpted
2o ram the lifetoat dut did not Mire on ite The bost wus sheared off
the sudb with & glancing dlow but no damsge weas caused. After the sud
had paseved and the men osme back %@ the bowt there wers still 21 Den.
A gotal of 8 men resmched the IS lifteboat which was smampad. “oat
drifted woll clear of e ship snd ¢ e other boats could be seen st
& distance in the darkness. Lfub surfased about §0C=-500 yards frem
this boat and the ccoupants went over the side keepling the Laat
botween them and the sub. 4fSer sud had been surfaced soms 10 - 185
nisutes, machine=-pun fire could be heard and trecer bullets seen, very
btrillient snd red in eclor, dizectddawesy from the boat. *hen rays
from a searchlizht cculd also be seons After sub had shelled the
ship it made i%s lust run passing about Z00 yurds sway from this boat.
It apparently did not see the /3 boat as 1% was swsmped, only the bow
and stern being sbout €% « 8" above water.”
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"je didn't see the plune at all. ¥ heard the plame for about
saybde & matter of tem seconds befure it esme in without lardly any
noise untll 1t got close to the shipe I dom't know how close. Then,
of sourse, it speeded up Lo an awful roar snd just as she started
roaring, why, we got hit and I douwbt whether the poople on the bridge
even saw ite I talked to all of them about it sxcept the gumnery
llsutenant and they all say that they dldn't seo the plane. There
was Just this terrible roar coning in and wo wars hit and I wus
standing on the port wing of the bridgs with the second assistant
and I think that o fropped his boxk, metursally, before ke got to
the ship, and then he started strafing, you ges, % try to get the
gummers there om ihe guntubs om the bridge and all wround ne and the
socond assistant alter we went back agalin there was holes in the deck
and the wlwarks - mo, not the Lulwarks, 'ut the bulkhesd om the port
tide of the wheelbouse was all torm wp by puafire.”
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*1 saw the submerine later when we were in the lifeboat
_41-
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