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REMORANDUM  FOR   FILE

ALL   TIRES   GOT

18  May  l9th

SUBJEC„     Strmary  of  Statements  by  Survivors  SS   JOHN  ARluslROIVG,   U.S.   Ijiberty  Ship,
7176  G.T.,   owned  by  War   Shipping  Adrinistra.tion,   agents  Grace  I.ine,   on
Government  Service.

Th6   JOIN  ARMSTRONG  was   struck  by  a  mine  at   1608  GOT,   21  April   19Lh,   in
1{-12.32  E,   having  sailed  from  Anzio  21  April  with  an  escort  for  IJaples,  with`         ^i     ^r-.71l     _ril       rl.     f`^w.Iianh           17.a,a.qel     di_d

a  cargo  of  empty  shell  ca.sings  a.nd  drums;   draft  257'   a.ft,   9..  forward.     Vassel  did
•151{-12.32   E,    rlavlng   salj.eu   I.I-uiii  jui4+u   .+   I+I,.+.   .,_.._   _.__      _

not  sink  but  proceeded  under  her  own  power  to  the  Port  of  Naples.
2.                   Ship  was  on  an  unknom   course,   speed  7.5  hoots,   not  zigzagging,   degaussin€

::i::::::::i::;;;€:3:::;;u::a::n:h:5E:LS::1:::I:;Lg:::S;bo:£egTe:t£S:::::]i%='w:::
3.                  At  1608  an  explosion  occurred  underneath  the  ship  forward.     Hull  buckled
a,t  bow,   stem  twisted,   deck  plates  buckled  from  the  af'c  part  of #1  ha.tch  to  foremast,
#1  booms  buckled  and  bent,  deck  plates  cracked  in  fore  and  aft  part  of  hatch  coan-
ing,   bulkhead  abreast  aft  end #2  hatch  cra.eked,   sides  buckled  as  far  as  underwater

::::, w:£:h::r:r¥ze:a±:hs :::=aEu:i::e=:din:::cE::k±:o::v;::: #E&£:€;hs::=±:::  E:t
end  #  hatch  starboard  side  decl:  bulged  in  several  places,  boat  davits  of  pe  boat
bent.     There  was  no  fire.     Underwater  damage  not  ascertaLined.     No.   2  hold  starboard
and  port  flooded  slowly  but  were  kept  under   control  by  shipts  pumps.     Ship  proceeded
on  course  215°,   speed  10  lmots   and  arrived  a,t  lJaples,   draft  2311"  a,ft,13'9"  for-
ward.     Prelimi.Tiary  investigation  indicates  ship  struck  a  mine  aLt  the  keel  as  ship
was  raised  uprard  a  few  feet  after  the  explosion  and  no  perceptible  list  to  port  or
starboard  observed.     No  distress  signal  sent,   no  counter  offensive  possible.     Con-
I.idential  codes  were  secured  on  boa,rd.
L.                  Ship  was  not  abandoned,   but  lL3  of  U.S.A.   Port  Battalion    were  transferret

::c:u::::i ;;2 C::g:Etep:::cga€::I:::= E3 a::::. Gua:::a]a::m£±e:::th::tb:::£ ;Wa:n:22 ,
Armed  Guard  dead,   221   survived  including  3  Armed  Guard  and  9  Army  injured.

5:                a::e:±€£ew:=p:::i::gh:::;rt  instructed  master  to  remain    6  cable  ]engths
astern.       Escort  did  not  signaLl  to   slow  dovm  when  nearing`  port,   but  entered  breakH
water  and  left  ship  on  its  own  in  the  darkness.       Master  stopped  ship    and  found
that  had  he  followed  escort  on  baLsis  of  la.st   signal  he  would  ha,ve  hit  breakwater.
Could  not  a.nchor  as  he  waLs  unsure  whether  wi.ndlass  1.jould  stand  stra.in,   or   if  he
could  haul  in  the  chain  after  anchoring.       Ii{aster  stated  escort   should  not  ha.ve
left  ship  wi.thout  signing  off  and  obtaining  an  acknowledgment.

Bj]rfeBjm  colJjueD ,
Lt.   (jg),  w-v(s),   usim.
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