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MERCHANT VESSEL BOARDING REPORT

COEInET LA CONFIDENTIAL
DATE BOARDED: T="0=44 posxpEp a7: 285+ Fl8e ;0w oF REPORT: Fuli-id
VESSEL: 88 JURE . "EIBDTH MNO, I CREV': 7
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SUBJECT was signed aboard this vessel in Cleveland. Captain
CONE states that SUBJECT was brought to Cleveland by the
NMU from New York to organize seamen on the "Plttsburg Steel
Trust Lake Boats". Informant staetes that SUEJICT was in Cleve-
land attempting to orgsnize the seamen and, "to load these lake
boats with NuU wmen", in order that the NiU would be the bargain-
ing repressentative of the seamen manning these lake boats. Cap~
tain CONE stetes that in a subsequent slsction to determine who
would be the bargeining reprssentative for the ssamen on these .
lake boats, the NMU was defeated, and that sincs FOX'E work was
at an end in Cleveland, he signed on the WHILLEKN in order to

ot to New York, which is his home. Captaln COLE states that

0% gave him no trouble whatscever om this trip, and that he
conducted himself very well, OUBJICT FOX was cngaged in casual
conversation by the investigating officer, but no nformation

of an affirmative nalure was elicited.

S. Captain CONE reported that Joseph D. HQLLLL AY, Z-152682,
Boatswain, United States, age 41, &' 8", ruddy complexion,
brown hair, whose wife, Kay, resides at 22 Janhattan Avenue,
New York City, was an agitator and Commuhist, who formerly
fought with the Loyelists in Spain. Informant states that e
SUBJ7CT spread dissatisfaction among crew members, concentrat-
ing his efforts on young men recently out of aritice School,
inculcating them with the principles of Communism and attempie
ing to make them dissatisfled with conditions aboard ship.
Captain CONE states that he Informed HOLLID.Y while they were
in port in Cleveland that two men would in the future staend ,
wetch rather than three as heretofore, and that the other man .
would be used to work about the ship. Informant states that ’
HOLLIDAY refused to have only two men stand wetoh; told the
Captaein that the ship would not sail unless three men stood
watch, so that 1t was necessary to call the union representa-
tive into a conference to settls this matter,

6. Captain CONE states that Charles F. STONI, Z-9087-Dl, A
AB, United States, age 33, 5' 10" in height, ruddy complexion, 2
brown heir, brown eyes, whose wife, largaret, resides at 512 g
Tast First Street, Duluth, ¥Minnesota, is also a Communist.

The Captain stated that the SUBJECT STONE'S actions and approach
toward seamen was substentielly the same as those of HOLLIDAY,

* 7. Captain CUNE states that STONZ has a nervous afiliction

and that when he goes ashore and drinks to excess he "gets the
jitters”, so that he cannot stend watch, and is of no use aboard
ship for eight to twelve hours after he stops drinking. Captain
COLL deseribed STONE as a "sea-lawyer" and agitator, and a per-
son who spreads dlssatisfaction among the crew mgmbers.

8. Captain CONE advised at 0830 on 20 July, 1944, that all of o
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the orew members have signified their intentions of signing
off at Jacksconville and not staying aboard the ship until

she reaches port in 3laml. Various crew members were engag-
ed in discreet conversation in order to determine the reason
for thelr signing off. 1t was determined that this erew had
been brought from New York City to Duluth, idnnesota to take
this ship through the Great Lakes by way of lewfoundland, Hova
Scotla and New York City, where they were to sign cff. &he
erew members stated that when the ship made port 1n New York
on 16 July, 1944, that they welghed anchor out in the river
off Staten Islanéd and that they were unable to go ashore. It
was furtler learned that the Union Hiring Hall in NHew York
City was inactive as this was a Sunday when they nade port in
New York and the ship departed from New York twenty-four hours
later, so that the crew members were unable to sign off. They
stated that Jacksonville was the firet port of call sinece they
left New York, and that they were 2igning off here and going
back to New York. They stated that they weres "deep Sea Seamen®,
and that the wages they received on coastwise vessals was nct
sufficlent for them to live, and that consequently they wanted
to get off this ship as soon as possible and get back to New
York in order to sign on a Liberty Ship szoing overseas.

9. L. C. AMBROSE, B.M.le (200-4483), USNR, in charge of the
Havy Gun Crew aboard the WHILDEN, confirmed the reason for the
erew wanting tc sign off the ship. Informant stated he neither
saw nor heard anything of an affirmative nature while aboard
the ship, When ingquiries were made of AIBROS' regarding HOLLI-
DAY and STONE, he stated, "they kinda more or less do the talk-
ing for the Union cn the ship." AMBROSE further stated that
HOLLIDAY and STONE did not spsak to the Navy Crew '‘embers other
than in a casual manner.

10, Zlmer FCSTER, South Atlantie Steamship Company, Jaekson-
ville, Florida, agents for the SS WHIDDEN, advlsed that after
a conference on the morning of 20 July, betwesen the Captain

- of the ship, the Shipping Coumissioners Office and the Union,
that it was agreed that the present crew would remain aboard

until the ship reached .iami.

11, The following aliens wers cleared and an sndorsezent plasad
on their maritime documents:

Ioannie S, EGINITIS, Z-379329, 2nd '‘ate,
age 33 (Greece)
Fellx R, SILMERMAN, Z-362283, 2nd Asst.

Engr. age 28 (Estonia)
Hulbert W. BARON, 2-209053, Oiler, age 38,

Brasigh). THOMAS, Z-20847, Oliler, age 40,
(British)
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Harold L. LISSEMORE, Z-483777, Usility,
age 19 (Canada)

Charles J., BEECROFT, Z-484534, 0.8.,
age 26 (Canada)

12. George A. DOMANGUE, Z-97202, 3rd Mate, United States,
age 29, signed off due to i1llness, and was replaced by a
person nared WOODELL. It was impossible to ascertalm WOOD-
FLL'S full name or Z number sc he was signed on by the Cap-
tain of the ship immediately prior te sailing. Customs,
Shipring Commissioners Office and Immigration had no record
of WOODRLL'S being signed on. Tlmer FOSTTR, South Atlentie
Steamship Company, Jackeonville, Agents for this ship, sd-
vised that the Albury Company, Yiami, Shipping Agents, would
have a record of WOODILL'S shipping articles.
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