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CG-6614

28 June, 1946 .
o .ab P

To: The D:striet Ingineer, U,8. Ingineer Office, Ft. Horfolk, Nerfolk 1, Va.

Via: Commander, Fifth Coast Guard Distriect

e il

Subj: 55 JOHN L. MeCARLET; investigation ef alleged violatien of Oil
Pcllution Act. ' :

Ref: (a) COTP Norfolk letter 25 June, 1946 (CG=6614)
There is forwarded herewith as inclosure, statement of eye~witness Lo

vielatien of 0il Pollution Act by subject vessel on 2L June, 1946, fer
{nclusibn in the investigstive report, reference (a).

Qe MoK, CREELEY

N

Incl: Statement, deck watch of USS JOHN L. keCaldsY
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08-6611
24 June, 1946

STATERMEN? OF QPSITHIK,N.K.,00,05003

At or sbout 1140 June 24,1946, I boarded the 88 JOEN L. MoCANLET, mooted
southeide Fier ¢ 5, Newport News,¥a. %o investigate an oil pollution
complaint, made by various employees of the C & 0 BEailroad. I contaocted
the Master and the Chief Engineer. They stated they were familiar with
the 011 Pollution Aot.

The Chief Engineer stated that he was not on board the vessel at the time
of the pollution. This act of pollution ococured during the morning of June
24, at spproximately 0500. A.J.Carson, Hight Engineer was on watoh.

fhe Might Bngineer entered in the BEngineer's log the ocsuse of this act of
pollution. I read the Log and found this to be correct.

After baving the lsster and the Unief Bngineer sign the statements they
gave me, I left the vessel. I returned at 1830,June 24, in order to question
the Fight Eagineer, A.J.Sarson. Asigned statement was received from him,
whioh corresponds with that made by the Master and the Chief HEngineer.

In the company of the Chief Engineer and the Night Engineer, I personally
sade an examination of the disassembled relief valve,mentioned in the

r's log and in the Hight Bngineer's statement, and oconcluded that
action of valve was faulty due %o weakness of the spring which operated
to seat the ball check in the valve seat.
I was unable to looate and obtain a statement from the Deck Watoh, who
allegedly pbdserved the Aot of 941 Pollution and reported it %o the Engine
Room, but it appesrs to me that Log entry as made by the Night Engineer
is correct and true, and indicates immediate steps were taken to stop the
overflow of oil into the waters of Hewport Tews,

In my cpinion the Act of 91l Follution was accidental, and not due to the
negligence on the part of say person. * >
y) N S AL F

K.OPSITHIX
! : Ghief Guaner's Mate,
U.5.Coast Gusrd
!

Norfolk, Vi |

24 June, 19& >
Q. MoE. GRESLAY /
Commander,

F.5.0onst Guard




