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INTof.I,'jiTloN'   c ci}Tc=mTIIiG   I,HREIENT  CREWS

(Excen>t  from.  Bcarding  Report.)

SS     nJOHI.:  LAIJGDo}r'   (US}.``    5m  Boarding  Report,   2/12/43
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It  is  I`er,orted  t,hat  the  first  trouble  with  the  merchant
crew  took  place  at  Lagos,  Nigeria.    A  number  of  tractors,  trucks,  tanks,
and  other  heavy  equipment  was  to  be  discharged  here,  but  there  was  no
labor  at  the  pol't  capable  of handling  the  ship's  winches..   The  second
mate  asked  the  crew  to  help  unload  material,  but  they  refused  on  the
grounds  that  the  union  didn't  allow  them  to  discharge  cargo.

At  1`akoradi,  West  Africa,   tbe  incident,  was  repeated.    While
the  ship  was  in  F.reetown,   inforrr\ant  advises,   t,be  Armed   Guard  Cctmmander
threw  a  rope  ladder  over  the  side  in  order  to  climb  down  to  boar`d  a  tug
to  go  ashore.     The  Armed  Guard  Commander  was  reprimanded  by  the  Bos'n.,
because  the  crew  could  have  claimed  overtime  pay  for  performing  the  task.

+Some  time  later,   informant  stated,  the  ltlaster  invited  some  of
the  gun  creiv  to  go  ashore  in  his  boat,  but  the  merchant  crew  object,ed  to
the  invitation  extended  tbe  Navy  men,  again  claiming  that  such  procedure
would  prevent  them.  from  compiling  additional  overtime.    Because  of  this
incident,  the  gun  crew  was  issued  orders  to  the  effect  t,hat  they  should
never  accept  future  invitations  from  the  Master  for  transportation.

Although  the  quality  of  the  food  served  aboard  the  SS  JOIN
LANGDON  to  the  gun  crew  was  satisfactory,  the  service  was  not,  it  is  re-
ported.    All  ten  members  of  the  gun  cl.ew  protested  because  they were  never
ser.ved  their  dishes.     No  rnattel.  what  type  of  food  composed  the  menu,   it
was  all  duxped  on  one  plate  and  put  befol.e  them.    Neither  were  they  al-
lowed  to  participate  in  the  merchant  crew's  ''cctffee  hours"  or  "michight
lunches''  available  to  the  men  just  going  on  or  coming  c)ff  watoh.     It  was
further.  reported  that  the  mel.chant  crew  acciised  the  gun  crew  men  of  eat-
ing  too  much.

According  to  reports,  only  once  during  the  whole  voysge,  did
any  of  the  gun  crew  ask  for  "seconds".    On  that  occasion,   the  colored
cook  refused  to  give  second  helping  of  pork  chops.    A  man  had  waited  until
everyone  had  been  served  before  making  his  request  and  accepted  the  cook's;
refusal  quietly.    On  the  iray  through  the  galley  it was  noticed  that  a  whole
pan  of  pork  chops  were  t)eing  distributed  to  the  native  colored  workers
who  were  gathel`ed  in  the  galley  for  a  big  feast."
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