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MEMORANDULK FOR FILE

ALL TIKES GCT

SUBJECT: Summary of Statements by Survivors of the SS JOHN lI. CLAYTON, LS
Freighter, 7176 G.T., owned by Tiar Shipping Administration, operated by
the American Hawaiian Steamship Co.

[ The JOHN M. CLAYTCN was bombed by enemy dircraft at 1540 GCT, 1 Jad 45,
/hile at anchor off White Beach, Mangarin Bay, Mindoro Island, P,I., having sailed
rca Leyte Gulf 19 Dec 44 in convoy arriving at lMangarin Bay, ‘Mindoro Island, 22 Dec,
sareying 401 U.S. Army troops as passengers and a cargo of 1300 tons of vehicles.
511 troops had been disembarked prior to 26 Dec and all cdrgo, with the exception of
75 vons in #5 hold, was discharged before 1 Jan. Vesscl was ‘beached on Blue Beach,
{findoro Island; salvage operations are proceeding. '
2% Ship was' at anchor 2,000 yards off White Beach.on a northerly heading, in
about 20 fathoms of water, crew at general quarters. Time of attack was at night.

3. At 1540 a plane:was heard approaching from the West.' Plane was never
clearly scen but the sound of engines was heard when 1t Wwas about 10 seconds dis-
tant. Survivors believed plane approached with her motors- cut as she was not heard
until 10 séconds before the attack, and almost immediatcly after being heard she
commenced strafing, the bullets striking the deck house, riddling three lifeboats,
demolishing one, and also picrcing the decks and bulkheads in numerous places about
the boat and bridge decks.on the port side. Plane was belicved to have dropped only
one bomb which skipped on the water and struck on the port side of #3 hold, entering
at the waterline and exploding when inside the hold. Hole made by the bomb in the
hull was approximately 14" in diameter but the explosion blasted the double bottom
tanks and blew a hole about. 10! in diameter in ship's bottom. Hole was on port side
of keel, aft side of #3 hold, Several transverse bottom frames were knocked out,
both sides of vessel at #3 hold were bulged outward, and numdrous small holes were
sierced din the hull by flying fragments. Tanks were filled with fuel oil which was
tgnite ;By the bomb and, as the explosion blew off the hatch covers in the 'tween
lecks amd the main deck, the flaming oil showered thickly over 'the bridge, deckhous=.
zun ﬁbs, and as far aft as #5 hatch. Flooding -was confined to #3 hold, ship did
1p+Lfettle noticeably and the fire from the fuel 0oil was extinguished within 10 min-
migsy Afver- fire was extinguished efforts were made to &ontact shore authorities
_yith\f Qh ights (blinker lights we¢re out of operation) to summon aid for the dying
f“&n gl ed men. These efforts werc unsuccessful und another ship was contacted by
: Eizqgk ght and they relayed ship's message to shore also with negative results.
)
¥ ' a

ing at 1800, SOS was sounded on'the steam whistle every 15 minutes until 2000
‘wheg n Army boat came out to assist. On the morning of 2 Jan vessel was beached on
‘X"V\B %b Beach. Vessel was refloated 12 Jan td test its sédworthiness but after the
\'k R Vf trial run engine room bulkhcad was found to bc buckling athwartships and a small leak
vy a}‘ néY developed in the bulkhead amidships at top of the bobtom tanks in the engine
*, ~proom. On 13 Jan ship was again beachcd on Blue Beach. Confidential and secret
“\" publications were removed by the laster and surrendered to the Commanding General
”'\Jof the arca at Mangarin Bay for delivery to Naval authorities at the PT base there.

lLJ

] Lo At 2000 1 Jan, an Army boat came alongside, took of f the dead and wounded
pl and carricd them ashore. When wessel was beached the remaining personnel were put
ashore Casualtics: merchant crew - 2 died from burns, 2 were injuried; Armed
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Guard - 4 died from burns, 6 were:injured. The remainder of both crews survived.
5e Plane was believed to have been a low flying two-engine bomber.

b At 1530, 26 Dec 44 while ship was anchored  off White Beach, a force.of Jap
vessels, later determined-to consist of one BB, one cruiser and several DD's,. com-
menzced shelling the area: from below the horizon to westward. There was 2 waxing ful’
monrn, smooth sea, slight breeze, visibility good.  Ship was gotten under way and pro-
ceeded toward Ilin Strait te seck & more protected: anchorage. Splashes from shells
vere seen in the immediate vicinity and bursts- on'shore were observed. At 1555, afte
entering Ilin‘Strait and while proceeding southward at full-speed, with shells still
landing in the vicinity, a porpoising: torpedo was sighted off the starboard bow,. 250!
away headed on an intercepting course. Fire was: immediately opened with the 4 star-
board 20 mm guns,: bub the firing had no effect on the torpedo although hits were
made. - The torpedo struck the starbo.rd side abreast #2 hold at the waterline but did
not explode. Torpedo -then proceecded under the vessel and was sighted to port where
firing was commenced with port 20 mm guns, but the torpedo did not explode although
it was hit again. Torpedo then described an arc, passing ahead of vessel, and was
lost to sight to starboard. No damige wes suffered by the attack. laster stated
that he was advised by Army authorities tlat a beached torpedo was found the follow-
ing day on Ilin Island in the viecinity where attack occurred and that the torpedo was
30' long and 30" in diameter. Master corroborated the extreme size of the torpedo
3nd stotod thoat whon scen in the water it appeared so large that it was at first be-
licved to be a one-man sub. The officers were mystified as to the origin of the tor-
. pedo attack and as to how the torpedo could be approaching at right angles to the
ship!s course as Ilin Island was less than 500 yards in that direction.

: it 1355; 30 Dec, when anchored 1500 yards off Blue Beach, lying on.a .
northerly heading, a plane was heard approaching from the West. It was a full moon-
light night, sea smooth and visibility good, but the plane was not sighted until
approximately 500! off the port beam, flying at 50! altitide. Firing was immediatel-
comnenced with 4 - 20 mm zZuns, both 3" guns and by 2 other ships lying at anchor in
the imnmediate vicinity. Plane swerved upward and astern, passing over the aft 3"
cun at mast height. Plane was seen to be hit several times by 20 mm shells; but.was -
believed to have escaped. As' plane passcd astern, what was believed to be a torpedo
struck on the port quarter about 3' below the water line but did not explode,. * Track
of the approaching torpedo was not seen. After striking ship, torpedo cvidently re-
versed its course as a few seconds after the jar was felt an explosion occurred
about 100! off the port quarter, causing a smll colum -of water about 15' high whick
smanated green smoke and lights. HExplosion shook the entire ship but caused no
damge .
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