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Subjs Stowaways aboard the S5 JOHN N. MAFFITT (American) which arrived
in Philadelphia, Pa, from Mayagues, Puerto Rico; information on

1. The Immigration and Naturalization Service, Philadelphia, Pa,
notified this office at 1000, 3 July, 1945, that five Puerto Rican stowaways
were discovered aboard the S5 JOEN N. MAFFITT (American) which arrived at
Philadelphia, Pa, from Mayagues, Puerto Rico on 2 July, 1945, In compliance
with your oral orders an investigation was conducted regarding the subject

matter,

2 Andrew WALLEN, chief officer, and George KISHMAN, third officer,
aboard the S8 JORN N, MAFFITT were interviewed on 3 July, 1945, and they
produced the ship®s rough log which contained the following informationg

Inis Ramireg RAMOS, Jose Ramon QUINONES, Delfin RAMIREZ,
Fernandes ROSADO and Juan Rodrig GUAGUANER, Puerto Rican
citizens who had been employed as stevedores aboard the
vessel at Mayagues, Puerto Rico, were apprehended as
stowaways on 27 June, 1927, one day out of Mayagueg en route
to Philadelphia, Pa, The vessel arrived at Pier 46 North,
Philadelphia, P2, at 2035, 2 July, 1945 and the stowaways
were interrogated by representatives of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and removed from the ship at 2200, 2 July,

1945,

WALLEN and KISHMAN eaid that five other Puerto Rican
stevedores, who had attempted to stowaway, were removed
from the ship at Mayaguesz one hour before it salled on

26 June, 1945, The vessel was searched thoroughly defore
departure and no other stowaways were located at that time,
Both officers maintained that no member of the merchaant
crew was involved ia alding the stowaways ia boarding the
vessel nor participated in harbdoring them before their
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Stowaways aboard the S5 JOHN Ne MAFFITT (American) 4 July, 1945
which arrived in Philadelphia, Pa, from Mayaguesz,
Puerto Rico; information on

John W, REYNOLDS, second assistant engineer, George E, STEGMILLER,

30
third assistant engineer, and Frank ESGURRA, chief steward, concurred in
their statements that they had searched their respective departments one-

balf hour before sailing from Mayagues and that none of the merchantmen
assisted the stowaways in any manner,

4o The Immigration and Naturaligation Service reported to this office
that the subject stowaways were detained at the Immigration Detention Station,
Gloucester, No Jo until 5 July, 1945, when they wers admitted into the

United States as bdona fide American citisens,

Investigator






