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121      S.S.    JORE  WORTHINGTON

U®S.,  Tanker.   built  1920;   8,166  gross  tons;   in  ballast.

%:;erd::d¥; #.wJa:;:;:' 2g::;±5;o3£ #¥. 333€3.wf°{b¥:: ':..;:.  Van.&uola.
Weather,   Clear;   8ea,   modemte;  wind,   fresh  S.E.
On  board,   56;   saved,   56.
Vossel&   salvagedI

The   mird  ifete  on mtoh  §atr  the  fla8he8  of  torpedo  e][plo8iong
whloh  dam8ed  the  FLORIRA  and  the   aARDI}`?AI,  GIBBONS  in  the  same  oorvoy.
and `sounded  the  general  alarm  just  as  .the  Ship  was  struck .on  the  6tar-
boaird  quarter.     The  force  of  the  explosion  sheered  the  8hipls  Stern  GOO
to  starboard,   but  the  engines  and  steering  gear  were  not  injured.  and
the  vessel  ms  able  to  resume  her  course  and  Speed.     The  crew  did  not
abandon  ship,  .and  there  were  no  deaths  or  serious  injuries.

There  "s  some  oritioism  of  the'fa'ot  that  the  Convoy  escort  ves-
sels  apperontly  did  not  petrol  astern  of  the  convoy,   aDd  it  wgLs  fran
this  dirootion  _that  the  ships  were  attacked®    Also,   afl  Argentine  ship,
the  RIO  BERI`'.EJO,   though  not  attached  to  the  group,   remained  in  the
general  vicinity  until  or.dered  away  by  £Waval  authorities.     This  ship
had  been  seen  in  the  rieighborhood  of attacks  on  several  occasions,
and  had  also  t)eon  reported  as  proceeding  fully  lighted  along  the  Gulf
Coast,   and  her  radio  had  been  used  to   jam  ,the  intermatloml  di8tres8
fr®quenoy  duriflg  attacks  on  Uhited  RAtion6  shipping.

u+7


