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WASHINGTON 25 D C : , 29 Fov 44,

Me£l'ORANDUY:. FOR FILE ...

ALL TIMHKS GMT

SUBJECT: Sumnary of Statements by Survivors of the SS JOHNS HOPKINS, Amcrican
Freighter, 7200 G.T., owned by War Shipping Administratiom, operated
by North Atlantic & Gulf Steamship. Co.

1. The JOHIS HOPKINS was mincd at 0100 GCT, 2 Oct 44, in 43.16.48N -
05,08.228, whilc movinz from anchorage off lMarseilles, Fronce Harbor with the in-
tontion of cruising anout until w:iuther moderated. Ship Jus loaded with U.S. and
French Army personnel, vehicles, general cargo, und u deck cargo of half tracks and
trucks on all hutches except #3. Vessel did not sink but was towed by the Tug ATR-
127 to liarscilles where ship anchored at 0400, 3 Oct.

2 Ship had dragged unchor and was wmoviag out of anchorage on an casterly
course in center of swept chamncl; speed 4-5 knots; enzines at slow ahcad; degaussi:
belicved not to He on; not zigzagging; completely blacked out; radio silent; 3 or
more Armed Guard lookouts, 2 on stern guns, and 1 on bow gun, second mate and
possibly an ordinary scaman were on the bridge or in the wheel house. The weather
was clear; sca rough; wind northerly and very strong, force unknown; moonlight;
visibility good; no ships in sight.

3 At 0100 an explosion which sounded like the firing of a 4" gun occurred
well below the wat:rline on the port side between #3 hold and the engine room. Hull
plates on the port side, just forward of the bridze were buckled in and hull plates
on the starbo.rd side wer: buckled out. Rivets on reinforcingz band werc sheared and
mlwarksrail cracked on a line with the buckles in the hull. Tween deck in #3 hold
nuckleds - The enzines stopped at once and were immediately secured. All auxiliaries
were ous of commission. EHEngine room and #3 hold flooded rapidly. The shaft alley
s fleéded and #4 and #5 holds flooded slowly from the shaft alley. No. 1 hold
took a small amount of water. Survivors believed shaft alley door was left open.
Both gyro and magnetic compasses were damaged by shock. Electric fans and bunks
Jore looscncd. Radio recciver was slightly damaged and was repaired at once. Ship
rapidly listed about 35° to port and drifted with the wind. A distress call was
sent and was acknowledged by several of the shore stutions. Rockets were also firec
The USS HOBSON arrived on the scene at about 0230 in response either to rockets or
radio distress message. Attempts of the destroyer to get alongside were unsuccess-
ful and she stood by until Navy tugs arrived at 0600 and the vessel was towed back
to warseilles. Disposition of confidentials unknown but believed retained on board
ship. Armed Guard burned their confidential papers.

b Ship was not ahandoned but lifebouts were lowered part way. Two lifeboats
and one life raft were carried away by heavy scas. Total complement on board was
about 546, including 36 Armed Guard, 42 merchant crew and about 468 U, S. and French
Army personnel; all*survived. One U. S. Army Major broke his leg when he fell into
#3 hold.

G lkine was not sighted. Surviﬁors stated that thc po§ition had been swept
the previous day and that they had heoard that mines had recuntly been found in the
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NOTH The a»eve information was obtained from 24 survivors, members of the

4 5
Armed Guard, who.were repatriated to the U. S, Any additional information
obtained from the other survivors will be forwarded.
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Dissemination: Op-16-E-2, 16-PT, 16-Z(5 copies), Op-20-G-M, Op-23-L, Op-30-ii,
0p-39-P-3(2 copies), COLACH F-20, F-21, #41, FX-37(C&R), FX-40, FX-43, FX-45,
BUORD, BuShips, CG(4 pépies), Coord Res & Dev, JAG, DIO 3, 7(3 copies), 8(2 copies)

10(4c opies), 11(3 copies), 12, 13, 14(4 copies), 15NDs, Op-30-3-E.






