
4  May,  1942

55.     'S.S.   JOSEPH  M.   CUDAHT,   +

U.S.  Tanker;  built,,  1921;  6,947  gross  tone;  cargo,  c"de  oil.

E:pig:::dH:u£:;?J[;:¥sao28M#;L345O?;7f3?_H8¥8;;#rktpa.
Weather,  clear;  sea,  moderate,  rind,  light  N.E.
On  board,   37;   saved,  10.
Vessel:    total loss.

At  1830,  observers  on  this  ves8ol  8an another  t&nker`,  presum-
ably the  HUNGER  T.  BAIL,  about  9  miles  to  the  South  Of  their position
burst  into  flames.    The  Master  accordingly  altered  his course,  and
authorized  the  transmi88ion  of  a  raLdi.o  me8saLge  glvlng time  aLndt approx-
hate  position  of` the  explosion  seen.    It was felt  by those on board
t,hat  the  Submarine  waLs  following their  ship,  but  it was  not  until  2128
that  the  conning tower  of  aL  submarine -a8  Been  about  5cO  feet  of`f  the
8tapboard  beam.    A  few  Seconds  laLter,  a, toxp®do  stnick  fo"ard  of  the
beam,  and f ire  broke  out  lrmediately  ln' the  mid.hip  house.    The Master
put  the  Trheel  hard right  to bring her  head  into  the wind,  then  set  it
anid8hips  to  give  her  lee  to  port,  and  he  and  olcht  others  who  were
forward at  the  time  of  the  .ttack  got  off  in the  #2 boat  aLt  2154,    The
#4  boaLt  18  thought  to  here  been  aLlso  launched,  but  *&8  not  picked  up.
The  men  in  the  lif eboait  Were  rescued  at  0900,  5  llay,  ty  a  Navy PEH,  and

:B¥re:bo?:tK:72W£::; .°in:1:rivor Was taken from the uter ty another
On  7  May,  the  tanker7  guttcd  and 8tlll  l=urnlng,  veg  elghted  by

the  USS  CORAI,,  which  r®questod pemi881on to  .ink  the  hunt  ty  gunfire,
a8`  1t  w&8  ,a menace  to  navigation.
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