h CONFIDENTIAL
5 MAR 15 0 32 OFFICE OPERATI NS
12 March 1945

SUBJECT: Summary of Staten

erits by Survivors of the SS JUAN DE FUCA, US, Freighter,
7176 GT, owned by WSA, :

by the Weyerhaeuser Steamship Co.

foNals

1. The JUAN DE FUCA was damaged by encmy aircraft at 0920 GCT, 21 December
19/yy. The position at The time of the ?irst attacl

1ip was from Leyte to Mindoro «Ie; at timo

bo L . =
of sccond attack ship was cruisi ahout 2 miles off the bcacnfox Amboloni
P.I. Ship ] G o 19 Deccmber in convoy arriving at Maragir
lindoro morning first attack ship was carrying lumber,

portable huts 27 U.S. irmy personnel. At sceond atte
t Y

had b: rti raft 22t aft. A+ about 2200

ber shivp ran on a roof off Pabugan Point, Amboloni Isleand; ref ted about

nary ond salvage operations cre prcceedi nder dircction of the U

2 At timo of to Vindoro in convoy, spced
about 9 knots, all haz 1 had bcen Qﬂqﬂd;d ot 0900
The weathcr was clear, ind, i y good, other
ships of convoy in sigl ship wo ¢ around, course
and specd were chsu night but sps kad not been

changed for 45 minute

Se At 0920, 21 Deccmber a group of 10-12 Jap ycarcd over the convoy.

One of the¢ plancs spproached from port stern altitude sbout 1500' and procccded on
scetion. All guns

a coursc obviously intcnded for a crash dive udon the

1y times causing it to

that could be trained on plane werec fixcd, plene ]
change its course and plane crashed into ﬁQ hold

ploded on contact when Wl ne hit. Bomb Ustlmitﬁu to bg either o 250 or 500 bb.
type. Fircs immcdicstely broke out in tho 32 hold, whicl ried lumber and piling
the 'twae dg“f arce of the hold. Fires

waon

e

irricd one bomb which ex-

as well as Army personncl who wcre houscd in

werc brought under control within Li5 minutcs and no substantial damage was causcc

to thc vesscland she was Qbib to continuc under way. A holc about 6" long and 3"
¢ abreast of 2 hold,

;ide was~found in thc port side of the hull at the waterli
- R L

uu*uolq causcd by thc cxplosion. A 5° starboard list was purposcly put on tho sh

_provert.w ;mtor from cntoring this hole. Survivors stated that the piling undoubt-

,bunlh d o great deal of the shock in 42 hold. Survivors disagrecd whother

i

plancystrafed ship or note

At approximatcly 0930, 2 Jap bombers approa ched at an approximatc altitude

of500' and uropnﬁq borbs intonded for the ship.v Two bombs landed about 25 yards
T tarbodard sidc of fl and %2 holds and several small bombs fell

e the port amd
losodoff thc por starboard stern of +the ship. o hits scored by cithcr of
i cxt\d both plancs werc shot dovm by the AG.

Doccmber, a planc flow over ship, circled and then dove in on
¢ torpcdo. Torpcdo struck on thc port side abreast of

7 to cover the entire ship. Ves-
. even kecl. Third
2 trucks through.
were not sccured at the

ana
and

thic port sidc !
#P hateh and causcd & lorgs spray of water tnd oil
uul first listed to port and then cd 1
mate stated that hole on port side
Draft 27' forward, 16' aft. No fires oke ot S
time. Vessel contznuud on her wey and attocmpted to scek cover in one of the coves
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adjacent to Amboloai Island. Compesscs were badly demaged and were of no help in
navigating the vesscl. At about 22 ound on a rccf at a point off
Pabugan Point, Ambolon vedo wmcn survivors last saw
vessel on 19 January 1€ _ i gt and 3% holds werc
floodod. Ship was splitti at the water lin abreast 74 hOle small cracks ap-

at that timec no flooding had started in the A4 and

r
annd could not bo mov
was St1ll ‘o Eho

pearing in the wclding seoms, but @
5 holds. Vesscl rofloatod about 2L Fobruary L5 and salvage opcrations arc procced-

ing.

. -
Confidential publications were retaincd on boa nd removed by the lastoer

i il

acenvtl

ound.

i Ship was not abandoned subscgient to first attack Tho rcsulting cosualtl
g 2 U.8. Army personncl killed ond 1 injuredsonc mcrchant crcw injured;and 3 arm

Guard injurcd. A% ttack ontirc porsonnel aboard survived. At 2130 30 D¢ -
cember after ship ounded the mastcr ordered abandon ship. . 41l of the mo:

nc l .:‘.c,rohi\nt scaman °nd all thc Armcd Guard exccpt T
left the ship.in lifeboats snd rowed to
members of

ehant crew oxcopt the M
Armed Guard officer and

Island, about L ‘11\Q AW Y By 0580 F 51 JCCLﬂbUF the re
t crcw and Armed Guard had gone ashorac.

ambolonil
the mcerchan

L Fon ME, Hhos Vo

35 2den D 3 i "Zekos", plane that
m T 1 n
Two Jap '"Betty bombers droppcd the borbE o

ad g T LI *
E LrI1Ca Qs

e

made the 2
gember. Plane on 3%0 Dpc‘mo r could not be identificd,
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