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6 Cetober, 1943

United States 'ttorney
southearn /dstrict of lexas,
fouston, Texas v

Texas Anti-ollution Act

HE 4393
AL 8. 5 S BUR

Uear Sirt

Inclosed herewith is copy of letter from the Captaln of
the "ort (Secondayy), Temas City, Texas to the Captain of the "ort,
Galveston, Texas, togsther with statements of three wilnesces in
regard to pollution of the walay of Texas “ity Harbor by the . S.
JULESEUNG, all of which is self explanetory.

jou will note that “r, Antone Melsom, -econd “ate of the
e Se JULLIBURG, pleaded gullly before Justice of Lhe "sase ourd
at Texas City, as charged amc w=as fiped (100,00 and cost.

Very truly yours,

Fo B, SDARE
Ldeutenant, Us 5 Loast Guard
-aptain of the “ert, Galveston

Oy e
ihe Lomuandant, asilaglon, Js e
Hdestrict Soast Guard Ufficer, ‘ighth Eaval Ulstriect.
Up e vistriet agineer, Ualvesion, iexas.
sarchant “arine lospeeior in vharge, Galveston, lexas.




Texas Cily, Texas

6 Oatober, 1943

Tos Captain of the Port, Calveston, Texas.
Subj: 01l Pellution; violation of. -
1. 5 October, 1943 at 0405, Cloyd C. wisdom, Sea 1/c called

me informing me that a spill of aviation gesoline had ogeurred su board
s ship docked at Aepublic pler, “outh slip, iIn Yexes City harbor.

2 I arrived at 0415 and found gasoline running off the 5.5,
Julssinwrg, port and stapbeard forward, and collected om deck of same.
The rate of loading was 7000 barrels per hour . The 73 port hateh
rag over f{or a period of spproxisstely 2 minutes, spilling about 200
barrels of gasoline, about 50 to 100 barrels of wideh ran over oard,
All trefic in the vicinity was halted and extra men called to insure
thet no smoking would be carried on in the vielalty.

3 Antone Helson, 2nd Msate, sald he left 73 hateh and went
aft to check #9 hatch, while he was aft #3 ran over ian sugh quanlity
that it went over the side even tho his scuppers were plugged.

he Cloyd C. Wisdom Sea 1/¢ and Elbert L. Balsbaugh, %ea 2/¢ were
on hend when the spill ceccurred aand had the leputlie dockman, Faul
Lueskowskl to shut off his shore pumps al once, "isdom Lhen took a
sample of gasoline from #3 port hatgh and a sample from the water aloag-
side the port side of subject ship. Balsbeugh obtalned Lthe :wavs of
all peonle concerned with loading. They are; besides Lhose already
given : T. O, Mobley, Hepubliec dock foraman, Welter Yonsvan, Jrd Hate
of subjsct ship and Salter J. Clade, Coxswain., Clade arrived just as
our investigstion was completed, H, T. Nayne, State of Texas Came
arden was called and advised of the violation. Orders weres lssued %o
the port zecurity mem on duty at subject dock to see that Lhe degk of
the vessel were free of gasoline before leading was resumed,

Se intone “elson, 2nd “ate pleaded guiliy before J, i, Uourt,
Texas City, to violation of Texas Pollution Lawe and was fined $5J00.00
and cost,

iliiam C, Fowler
Captain of the Fopt (5)

Inels:
[hree statemente of witnesses, and samples of gasoline,

Copy




TEXAS CITY, TEXAS
October 5, 1943

My mame is Cloyd C, Wisdom Sea 1/e¢, U. S. Coast Guard of Texas
City, Texas. £E. L. Balsbaugh Sea 2/¢, and 1 were on dock patrol at
Republic docks of the Texas City harbor at 0400 on October 5, 1943.

We had just walked by the 8. §. Julesburg which was docked at Republic
docks when we noticed some excitement aboard the ship. ﬁ:‘mnt back
to investigate and found that & spill of gasoline had occured aboard
the 8, S, Julesburg. The number three starboard and port tanks over-
flowed and approximstely fifty barrels flowed overboard into the water
of the Texas City harbor. I secured two bottles from the dock house
and obtained a sample of gasoline from the water along the port side
of the 8., §, Julesburg and also from the number three port tank.
Antone Nelson, Second Mate was in charge of loading operations at the
time of the spill. Third Mate Walter Domovan and dockman Paul Luezkowski
were witnesses to the spill., I reported the spill to Chief Fowler and

he came to the docks immediately and made the investigationm,.

Cloyd C., Wisdom, Sea. l/e

corY v
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,“/‘ ® Texas ad!! Texas

October 5, 1943

On October 5, 1943, at 4:00 A.M,, Cloyd Wisdom Sea. 1/c and I,
Elbert Balsbaugh Sea. 2/c, saw the gasoline spill on ship Julesburg,
tied to the Republic dock at Texas City Rarbdor,

The gasoline spill on said ship was ecaused by overflowing /3
hatches on port and starboard side of ship., The gasoline ran out of
#3 hatches onto the deck of the ship and overboard on both the star-
board and port sides of ship into the water of the south slip Texas
City Harbor,.

Second Mate, Antone Nelson, was in charge of the loading at the
time the spill occured., Third Mate, Walter Donovan, and dockman, Paul
Luezkowski, were witnesses of the gasoline spill on the ship but made
no statements,

Cloyd Wisdom took samples of the gasoline from #3 hatch port side
of ship Julesburg and from the water along the port side of same, The
gasoline spill was reported to the section leader, Walter Clade, and
to the Captain of the Port, Chief Fowler, who came down immediately.
Approximately 50 barrels of gasoline ram into the water of Texas City

Harbor,

Elbert L. Balsbaugh, Sea. 2/c¢

COPY




Texas City, Texas

October 5, 1943

On 5 October, 1943, at 0420 I, Walter J, Clade, Cox., section
leader, while on duty at the Texas City harbor, saw evidence of the
spill which occured on the S, 5. Julesburg, docked at Republie dock,
south slip, Texas City harbor.

Upon arrival at the scene of the spill, I found Cnie?lFowler,
Cloyd C, Wisdom Sea. 1/c and Elbert L, Balsbaugh, Sea. 2/¢ of the
U. S, Coast Guard statiomed in Texas City were investigating same.

1 found that #3 hateh, forward, had run over and gasoline was running
into the water of Texas City harbor from both, the starboard and port
side of subjeet ship. Approximately 50 barrels of gasoline ran into
the water of Texas City harbor. Antone Nelson, Second Mate was in
charge of the loading where the spill occured.

itnesses to the spill were Third Hate Walter Donovan of the
S, S« Julesburg and Faul Lueszkowski, employee of the Republic Refining
orp. who made no statement, .

Chief Fowler instructed me not to permit loading operations to
begin until it could be thoroughly cleaned and all fire hazerds
eliminated, I placed Elbert L. Balsbaugh at the scene and instructed
him to see that Chief Fowler's orders were carried out im full, I

left the scene of the spill at 0450,

Walter J, Clade, Cox,

COPY
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