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Chief  I..'Ierchant  i,.:arine  Persc.reel  Sectioli.
Cr:,ief  Intelligence  Officer.

Panamanian  barqiue  KAIULAi`I ,
!vTiscc!riduct.   of  Crew.

(a)    Let,ter  frori  I)istrict  Coast. Gual.d  Office,
Sac  Franc:i-`co,   Cal.,   dated   25,   }Tovember,19.`_`Lr`.

E+Tiiclctsures:         (A)     Pieference   (a)
(8)     LTnsigned  letter  dated  21,   Augu:`t,   19,i,T..

1.             It   is   reco  mendeLtL  thfit   the   ident±t±ef.   of  the   cI.ci`.r  meT:ibel.s

i:V::¥::t±€h:::Cfj:i}::n:aT)wh`€ea::t:£±±£::+:  ;F:et:t:a:::e£: Lize# takerf
res|-jective  draft  boards.

2.            T7ltimate  r{iturn  of  eLclosilfe,  tq\liy':eTch£\nt  I.;Tarine  persomiel
Sectictn  is  requestcd„

_

JtHFJEI,L

Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684



REmERTiEL

HEffiRERE

hat
I®s

agiv,uhf

Erfui5iiii3.I

Erd-S

1g hae±* lee

CC*P     HAI"I+I
8erp.  ursc.    mha*

+I.

Chief mmihanrl> Ilirin.  PmcoBnel SeettozL.
ch±of mt€in±{peee Of£1¢er.

Paaamni&qL barquf} IIIun\EL ,
ffiaerondiret  Of  Ggfgh

{'a.}    Letter free P±6trict €aBet Suard Offlco,
asp haae±8co.  €&1„  drtrd 25,' Ha~.  1942.

#!
E- (*)
dridpradr  letfap doted 21,  *ngnst,  1942.

i.         It  1€  recafflerded that the  ±dez]t±t±es  af the  ¢r,ey zBenbers
iHtoli.ed  ±8 cafirerm  {&}  be qatabl±8haa  and  the  mcessaky  &hlpf taken
to r®grqrS~ tbeaa pepsQpf rio am  net b®m fine  seanae to tbelr
ragpeetlca draft haardi.

?.          ultipat®  petrxpp Of  ®nelo.xpe  to  Herchant #ariee  Peesom©1
S.ct±aa 1® rxpREted,

H.  9.  JErm
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71-Confidential

OFFICE  OF

DISTRICT  COAST  GUARD  OFFICER

®®
UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD

425 CUSTOM HOUSE
SAN  FRANCISCO,   CALIF.

25  November,   1942

Vice  Admiral  A.   R.   Wae.sche
U.   S.   Coast  Guard
Washington,   D.   C.

Dear  Admiral  Wae.ache:

them  goc>d."

Y`

An  Amel.ican  three-masted  bark  sailed  out  of  here  sometime
ago,   her  name  now  i.s  the  KAIULANI.     Prior  to  that  she  was  the  STAR
0F  FINLAND,  and  prior  to  that,   or  origimlly,   she  was  the  KAIUIANI.
Built  by  Sewall's  of  Bath,  I'`iaine,  for  a.n  Hawaiian  account  for  the
•sugar  trade  years  ago,  and  fl.om  the  islands  to  her.e.

She  was  recently  purchased  ty  the  General  St,eanship  Compa.ny
and  loaded  lumber  at  Gray's  Harbor  for  South  Africa,  thence  for
Australia..

Her  crew  forward  were  all,  or  nearly  all,  col.1_ege  boys
and  her  captain  was  not  so  hot,.    She  has  had  all  kinds  of  crew
trouble  ,since  departure,  all  brought  on  by  the  crew  who  all  develop-
ed  into  sea  lawyers  and  reds  of  the  worst  stripe.

The  General  Steamship  Company  is  one  of  our  fine.st  opera,t-
ing  companies  here,  and  rii`ir.  Scott  is  one  of  the  finest  of  men,  and
of  very  high  principle.s.

I  enclose  a  letter  from  one  of  her  people,  I  don't  know
who,   or  what,  he  is.     I  am  sending  it  on  to  show  you  what  8ome  of
the  shipping  people  are  up  against.

When  some  of  the:se  boys  relatives  heard  that  they  were  in
jail,  they  asked  to  see  the  corre,spondence,  and  after  seeing  same,
sa.id:     "I-et  them  stay  in  jail,  it  is  all  they  deserve,  and  will  do
1,                                            ~        ,,

Fours '

C.C.

f¥EcglvffE='I§

DEC±      1942
r=
ttap4(i`Dr`.+Ec-Iiu:`st_"`„\`.\

Fitws;gqfi?N#gi'L:N?E¥``n
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(c  0  p  y)

August  21,   1942

Dear  Homer  and  Vera,

Without  going  into  great  detail,  I  will  jot  down  a
they  occur  to  ne  regarding  the  difficulties  the  boys  are  in.
all  day  Wednesday  with  Company  officials  getting  the  picture
f ixed  in  my  mind  as  is  possible  at  the  moment,   studying  their
cablegrans,  eta.

The  greatest  grievance
a.re  frozen  and  under  the  control

few  thoughts  as
I  spent  nearly

as  clearly
files,  letters,

::e::et3n::egag::te:n!a::g::e
since  Dec.   7
Commissioh®

::: 9::p:EIp:a:ft;a:¥:i:g i::igef::: E:b::tt::ss:,:##::::c=:n:a;:::
South  America  toL5Jai€15=--``TheS  have  agreed  to  pay  Paul  $205  a  month;  Tom,
S185  a  month  from  Hobart  to  the  States.    This  would  include  a  loo  per  cent
bonus  for  sailing  time,  and  a  50  per  cent  bonus  for  time  in  port,.    Apparently
the  boys  have  refused  to  take  the  boat  out  under  such  an  arrangement  and
there  was  nothing  the  Conpany  could  do  but  have  her  tied  up  in  mid`strean,
Captain  and  three  or  four  officers  aboal`d.    The  rest  of  the  crew  are  locked
up  in  the  care  of  the  Australian  NavaLI  Authorities  or  are  at  least  in  their
custody,  which  sounds  the  prettiest.

They  made  a  quick  passage  from  I)uL-ban  to  Hobart  -  36  days  -  skirting
the  border  of  troubled  waters  in  a  zone  that  wa.a  so  completely  safe  that
Lloyds  of  London  did  not  requil`e  one  cent  of  additic>nal  insurance  for  the
tl.ip.

The  ship  will  carry  250  tons  of  cargo  and  on  this  trip  from  Durban
to  Hobart,  carried  only  36  tons  of  cordite,  which  I  have  checked  with  Naval
a.uthoritie8  and  they  tell  me  it  is  a.a  safe  as  sawdust.    It  requires  a
special  type  of  detonatol. `to  explode,  none  of  which  were  aboard;   and,   fur-
thermore,  a  collision  or  even  a  torpedo  making  a  direct  hit  would  not  ex-
plode  it.

Why  the  boys  made  such  a  fuss  about  this  stuff  and  the  waters  they
had  to  pa.ss  through  in  route  I  can't,  for  the  life  of  me,  understand.
rhey  sming  doun  close  to  the  Antartic  circle  and  if  Lloyds  of  London  thought
this  was  risky  water  they  would  have  grabbed  plenty  of  extra  insurance  they
were  entitled  to  collect.

Tugs  are  not  available  at  all  ports  and  the  ports  of  entry  for  a
ailing  vessel  are  few  and  far  between  the;se  day,s.    The  cargo  from  Sydney
to  Peru will  be  wheat  and  from  Peru  to  the  States  will  be  either  sugar  or
nitrates.    If  the  boys  will  take  the  ship  out,  they  can  be  home  in  about
four  months.

In  my  t+elegram  to  Paul  I  have  suggested  that  they  forget  their  troubles
and  agree  to  go  aboard  a.nd  take  the  ship  out,  as  quickly  as  Possible.    Whether
they  will  do  this  is  another  thing  and  remains  to  be  seen.

If  they  get  too  tough  with  the  authorities,  the  Navy  rna.v  take  them
over  and  send  them  out  to  the  Solomon  Islands  to  cool  off  just  as  they  are
doing  with  obstreperous  seamen  in  San  Francisco  wa.ters.    This  is  war  and
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(c  0  p  I)

Page  2.

the  Governnient  doesn't  monkey  around  with  dissenters.

In  all  the  hi`story  ol-  the  General  Steamship  Company,  they  have
never  had  as  much  crew  +urouble  a.5  they  have  had  with  the  cl.ew  of  this  ship
and  you  can  believe  it  when you  look  through  the  f iles  of  cablegrams  running
into  thousands  and  thou,sands  of  dollars  that  have  been  exchanged  by  the
master  and  ormer.s  regarding  the  antics  of  the  crew  dating  from  the  time  they
were  Start,ing  from  Aberdeen,  Washington.    In  the  first  place  they  a,dmit  the
Captain  was  too  easy  for  he  felt  he  was  dealing  with  college  men,  educated
young  fellows,  that  he  thought  he  could  lnanage  and  when  they  got  out  of  hand
he  really  had  trouble.    The  old  hands  were  bums  of  the  usual  type  and,
all  in  all,  the  lack  of hard-boiled  discipline  got  them all  in trouble.
Their  cameras  and  sight-seeing  jaunts  meant  mol.e  to  them than  the  repairing
of  sail,  repainting  of  ship,  or  putting  things  in  good  repair.

At  Hobart  they  called  for  a  Survey  c>f  the  ship  and  put  the  owner`s
to  several  thousand  dollars  of  additional  expense.    Apparently  they  did
not  mutiny,  but  when  orders  were  given  they  would  "yes"  the  Capta.in  then
quietly  go  about  their  affairs  with  no  work  accomplished  --  something  of  the
sit  down  variety.    In`stead  of  repairir.g  the  ship,  some  of  these  babies  were
hitch  hiking  and  taking  pictures  on  Company  pay  a,a  they  are  doing  in  Hobart.

At  D'urbar]  the  condition  of  the  ,ship  was  so  lousy  that  before  Sail-
ing  the  Captain  had  to  hit.e  a  crew  of  Negroes  to  come  in  and  clean  and  paint
the  ,ship.    This,  mind  you,  i,s  all  in  the  record.    The  gory  details  of  the
Aberdeen,  Durbar„  Hobart  brawls  I  must  leave  to  your  imagimtion.    If  this
matter  were  ever  a,ired  in  court  or  put  in  the  hands  of  the  United States
Maritime  Commission  it  will  be  a  black  mess  for  the  boys,  and  one  that  they
will  have  a,  hard  time  living  down.    Breaking  contl'acts  is  a  bad  affair  at  any
time  and  in  time  of  -rTar  under  the  Unit,ed  States  Mat.itime  articles  it  is  a
serious  business.    It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  far  better  to  finish  the
job  and  then  by  experienc`e  steer  clear  of  such  ,job.s  in  the  future.

Mr.   Scott  and  lv?r.  Hammond,   owners  of  the  Kai`}1ani,   are  very  proud
of  it.     }ilr.  Scott  is  Ere.sident  of  the  General  Steamship  Company  and  has  a
beautiful  model  built  to  .sc}a.1e  setting  before  his  desk  in  his  Sam  Fra.ncisco
office,  and  the  onl.y  one  of  such  models  that  I  could_  see  in  the  entire
offir,e.     They  wet.e  pl.oud  of  the  young  college  crew  which  the  Captain  insis-
ted  upon  against  their  bett,er  judgment,  but  as  it  has  turned  out  they  say
"never  a.gain".    They  were  concerned  about  their  passage  across  the  ATIAhtTIC
and  canceled  that  trip  in  fa.vor  of  a  less  hazardous  one.    Mr.  Scot,t  said,
"Fi':y  God,  we  can't  ri.sk  the  lives  of  these  young  fellows  in  that  water'';
and  he  showed  definite  signs  of  the  hurt  inside  at  the  way  they  have  acted
and  the  amazing  demands  they  have  made.     It  was  a.n  opportunit,y  for  the  kids
and  in  the  eyes  of  these  veteran.  seamen  they  wanted  to  make  it  a  glorious
experience  for  them.     These  men  should  have  sailed  und_er  one  of  the  old
Line  Captains  of+fifty  years  ago,  it,  happens  that  those  men  would  not  ,stand
for'  any  of  this  monkey  business.    Just  imagine  that  these  kids  would  think
that  this  Company  would  sacrifice  their  lives  for  a  hundred  thousand  dollars
insurance.
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/ How  much  bettel.  it  would  have  -r,een  hat!  +.hey  fini.shed_  the  trip
and  walked  int,o  lv\ir.   Scott's  office  to  I.eceive  his  congratulatic>ns  an_d
the  bonus  they  had  planned  to  {¥ive  the  cl.ew.     After  what  has  happened_,
draw  your.  own  conclusions.

Cont,Past  t,heir  actions  with  the  treatment  given  young  Newhal].,
the  .son  of  a  San  Francisco  family,  who  was  taken  off  the  ship  in  Durban
because  of  injury,   given  pa.ssa.ge  on  an  Atlant,ic  Steamer  which  wa.a  bombed.
and  sun',:  by  a  sub.     ¥oung  ±``]et.vhall  wa,s   blown  from.  the  ship  irito  the  sea
la.te?.  r,icked.  ui)  in  a  life  boat  after  havirig  receivecl`  five  Triachine  gun
wounds  in  his  ii.=ht  leg.    After  1?.  days  in  the  life  boat,  he  was  res-

::efu:3:nr:::r£:: i:rl:iwa::r':ite:h-:ec:::::xegai: ::: 3:aE+E.g:::pi:a:a:g:nse.s
ir.t,3  Ji,1r.  htulme.'s  off.ice  one  day  ver}'  grateful  of  t,he  marvelous  treat-
ment  he  had  received  and  the  not.her  called  and  t}ianked  hir.  i;cott,  for  his
kindness.

As  I  have  said  in  the  beginning,   I Have  jotted  down  the  events
of  the  day  just  as  they  occur  to  me  ancl  if  I  have  presented  an  unclear
picture,  it  is^only  because  of  the  astonishing  findings  that  were  re-
vealed  to  me.     If  you  have  any  additional  information  from  the  boys  and
can  read  through  the  lines  oerhap`s  yc)u  can  draw  other  conclusions.

It  looks  like  .some  of  the  Reds  in  South  Jifrica  have  gotten  to
these  boys  and  fed  them  up  with  a  bag  full  of  trick.s.    One  of  the  tele-
grarris  Signed  ty  the  crew  .says,   ''We  refuse  to  accept  your  maliciou,s  bribe",  and
this  to  a  concern  with  c>ne  of  the  finest  busine.ss  reputa,tic>ns  in  the  ship-
ping  game.     It  look.s  like  the  boys  need  plent.y  of  good  fatjherly  advice
combined  wit}.I  a  ,spanking  and  then  be  made  to  go  and.  understand  that  Captains
and  shipowners  are  not  to  be  triflecl  with.     Itthat  do  you  thirik?

whj r`b  the ::;:I::tttiEe±:xeg::::e::eB:::a:X::I.i,:LW:t:,o:[€£ £:::i::::St=:::d.
Itu  just  makes  one  furious  v/hen  you  thin+i  oj?  it.

A  cop,y  of  my  tele'gra,in  is  enclosed   9.ncl  any  messa?es  you  FT,a:,r  wish  to
send  will   reach  them!  thru  Henr}r  Jones  Ccmrany,  Hobart,   Pasrn.ania,   shipTiing
a.gents  of  the  General  Steam.shiTi  Conipany  in  San  Francisco.

"[Iapoy  Dirt,h  da.v"

Best  regards,
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