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On  the  eastbound  voyage  of  this  vessel,   on  19  Dec  at  155C  ship' s  time,
in  a  moderate,   choppy  Sea,   wind  SE-5,   speed  9  kn`o-£S,   6ottrse  085  true,   while
preparing  to  refuel  an  escort  destroyer  winich  was  coming  up  on  the  st,rqrboard
hand,  +.I.c  destroyer  suddently  sheered  to  port  and  struck  subject  vessel  just
forward  of  t,he  aft,er-house,   smas.hang  and  knockilig  the  i`\Io.  3  raft  overboard,
denting  the  upper  shell  platil`.g  of  the  pciop  and  the  vertical  plate  on  the
boat  deck.     .Nunerofls  s+.anchions  and  part  ol`  the  qua:'-`d  rail  were  tom  out.
`I`here  was  no  apparent  damage  below  the  waterline.     It  wca_s  stated  that  subileei.
vessel  had  just  prev:1.c`usly  filiishfid  fueling  another  degtF8;rer,   and  the
operation  on  that  occasion  had  been  successful.     It  was  a+,#^t,ed  that  no  repor`^6
of  this  damage  had  been  made  to  iJaval  authorities  in  Brita3m.
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