
4  July,   1944

141   S.S.   KITthENING

U.S.  Tck®r}\  built,   1943;   10,195  gross  tonsj   ln  ballast.
DBpartod  trietobal,   C.Z.,   4  July,   1944.   0650  EST,   for  Aruba,   h-.W.I.
Torpedo®d  4  July,1944,   0935  ESP,   3  hours  out.of'.port.
Weather,   8qunlly;  wind,   light  RE;   €e&,   ohoppy.
On  t]oard,   74;   saved.   74.
Vessel I  8alvAgod.

This  ship  had  left  port  only  three  hours  previously,  and  the
Third  As§i8tant  Engin®e.r  had  fallen  end  b®®n  s®riou8ly  injured,   8o  the
}faster  decided  to  retrun with  bin..to  dristohal  for 'medioal  aid.     Just
as  the  ship ms  making  a  180°  turn.   the  first  torpedo  struck  on  the
starboard  side.   abaft  the  pidship  housing.     The  veg`§®l  took  a  starboard
list,   and  the  weight  of the  water  a8ain8t  the  rudder  mde  it  impossible
to  straighten  the  course,  .so  She  oontinu®d  to  oirole  to  starboard.     A
second  torpedo  Struck  fifteen minut®8  later,   a  little  aft  of  the  other,
and  the  taster,   fearing, that  the  lnor®ased  list  meant  the  ship  would
capsize,   gave  the  orders  to  s®cur®  the  ®ngln®8  Bad  abandon  ship.     H®
gives  particular  oredit  to  the  engine  coon  Crew,   who  secured  so  of-
fioiently  that  the  machinery  ms  entirely  undamaged.     The  Ship  was
abandoned  in  four  lifeboats  and  two  rafts,   and  the  ifester,   in  one  of

::::;t::d]if::[peL:S;rim::ri:=u:.:¥S::::::t:£aag:.¥o:€:ds::::V°£€.o#o8Ck-
a  third  torpedo  in  the  port  midship  seotion  Caused  the  vessel  to
right  herself,   and  she  was  later  reboarded  and  towed  to  tcristobal.
The   Coast   Guard   Cutters  i:ARli-.N  and  CRAWFORD  arrived  and  picked  up  sur-
vivors  within  an  hour,   landing  them  at  Cri8tobal  by  noon  of  the  same
dry.

NO  ILlius"TION  AVAILABRE
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