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OFFICE   OF   THE   NAVAL   ATTACHE

BUENC)a   AIRES.    ARGENTINA.

11   Septembar.   184tr

Fr`om:                   U.   S.   Naval   Attao46,   Buenos  Air.es
To     :                 The  Director.of  Naval   Intelligence

Subj e ct :

EnclQsuie

SS  KNUTE  NELSON--suspected  material   on  board

A)//R:£%::c:fin::::::n3:te¥.L¥.s::±::#q::'L¥iHpre+(•         /  sribject  matter,   dated  11   Septerfe-er-18Ltr.
(a)   Envelope  markedL.Exhibits  A  and   a.

1.            A  quantity  of `material  believed  to  be  opium  was  dis-
covered  on  board  subject  .named  vessel  while  in  the  port   of  Buenos
Air. e s ,

2.       .    The   oiroumstanQes  connected  with  the  discovery  and
disposition  of  t;he  mater'ial  are  set   forth  in  enclosure   (A).

3..           rhe   vessel   will  lea.ve  Buenos  Aires  about  15  September
and  it  is  expected  that  it  will   stop  at  Rio  de  Ja,neiro,   Tr.inidad,,
and  Sac  Juan.

tr.            Enclosure   (a)   c'ontains  a  small   smaple  of  the  n"terial,
plus  the  outer`  wrapper  in  which  the  rna,ter'ial  was  found.     The
envelope   is  mar'ked   ''Exhlbi'ts  A  and  a".

5.            It  will  be  noted  from  enclosure   (A)   that   the  master
of  the  KNUTE  NELSON  has  been  instructed  to  tur`n  the  package  of
material  over  to  United  States  author'ities  on  demand  at   either'
Rio  de  J`qneiro,   Trlnidad,   or  in  Puerto  RicoT  Et---TB~-r'equested
th'at  the  author.1tles  at  `one,of  these  ports  be  notl`fied.

. `. ,b, vii3S` -I;  `,
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EMBASSY  OF-THE:
UNITE:D  STATES  OF  AMEF3lcA

OFFICE   OF   THE   NAVAL   ATTACHE
BUENOS   AIRES.    ARGENTINA.

11  September,   1944

MEMO   ro   CAFTAIN   REBB:

This  report  relates  to  the  lnformatlon  obtained,

§§::I:::±d£;.3i:s§i§:§§:::§t:!S:£t§§u!:B§::3r::::±:E:g::g:i:[c.
€#€a±£ *dg:in:%:gL;:3:8tBCAig:og:+:a3gf!*?  8hlp and unt.a.`

a.iv.a a phone Sat:¥tf:3:°¥:g£:.#8E}o::aa:3t:E¥:f3:€t Iud:-a
guBplclou8  package  had  been  found  on  the  SS  Knut.  Nelson  and
that  lt  wag  ln  the  custody  of  the  Shlp'B  Flr8t  Offlc®r,  Edverd,
E.   HCDermott.

I  arrived at  the  8hlp  about  2500  and 'ent  to
the  FlrBt  Offlcer'B  Room  wher.  I  found  Mr.  HCDernott  in  com-
pany  with  the  Second  Engineer,  Hr.  Hontez;   the  Chief  mdlo
Operator,  Mr.   Chase;  and  an  oiler,  William  Doune7.

£3B::::±€gg:a€:::£!F:g::±:i;;:§e§;::I:#a:;;h£¥D!gi§rfi8:
Douney  Stated  that  h®  had  found  then  ln  the  flremen'8  ve8hroom
behind  tbe  waBhba.ln,  aLnd  that  he  had  ttLrned  them  over.  to  Mr.
MODermott  lmm®diately.

thlr.ty-five  { 55T¥±r::3nf3:rtt:) P¥¥:8:tI:E:a:;daab::€:±e°f
8ubgtance  having  the  appearance  of ~,+Bolldlfled  black  molaBBeB.

:::::;;c!!±::i:o{::;:i§6::nio!!iw:fa:ir?ei:izig:rngi:;:±£!Fgeg
half  8tiok8.     Some  of  the  vr.apperB  t>ore  what  appeared  to  be
inBcrlption8  1n  Arabic  and  the  Btlcks  tihem8elves  had  attached
gI`eon  and  white  gtlcker8  whloh  resembled  revenue   gtaxpg.

Having  no  means  of  securing  a  Bare  id®ntifloation
of  the  sub8tanoe,  but  feeling  that  it  was  some  drug,  I  warned

§§§§:i;i:i::§§:}Fi:£!;i§i§i;i£;i!i:;§§:i;a£=§n!ri5f5ii!:::;:::3::t.a
W.  Wobb,   the  Naval  Attaohd,   and  told  him  the  ®ntLre  t]tory  and  that

: u:€°:g:±v:±e o:ug:S::::e¥a8t£P:rii ti:a§:::¥a:a a:±: E::£ , had

-1-

FIV{  U,9J -
fh,:nd ff±~ av



®®
EMBASSY  OF  THE:

UNITED   STATES  OF-AMERICA
OFFICE   OF   THE   NAVAL   ATTACHE

BUENOS   AIF3E:S,    ARGENTINA.

Page  2

wc  agreed  that  a  member  of  the  crew  had  protxLbly  brought
lt  from  that  &rea  and  ve  decld®d  to  do  nothing  fur.then  a-
bout  lt  that  night.    Both  of  u€  lnltl&1ed  this  half  Btlok
for  ldentlflcatlon  end  the  Oaptaln  kept  lt  ln  hlg  poB8e8€-
ion  while  I  retu]med  to  the  €hlp  at  which  time  MCDermott
and  I  initlaled  the  rest  of  the  find  for  future  identlficfro

::::::::1::::::i:1;::::::::::::::e::::::k:;#:a::::::::::-
:::±e=eeariL:L¥°g££,b±:  ::u:i: :€t::£g:I::::i:ie. Th±8 ¥h:P3::i
fi:D:¥m*:TL:S8.*i#Lr:8D::::yh:::;:dHym8:i:f'p:£:::df:and
thereon  should.  be  treated  with  gu8picion.

oon8uitati:: #:hms:gt:!n°£e8:?t::b::s9ae:2£:i :#:r[€u::EiE
be  lnadvlgable  to  atteznpt  to  bring  the  find  ashore  and  that
all  thlngg  oonBider.ed  the  best  golutlon  would  be  to  leave  lt  on  the
Nelson  and  to  have  lt  removed  at  the  first  U.   a.   controlled

€:r€b:fs3:;1;t:3:3€a±gg5yw£:¥n:;:e£.og:€::€2:ga#g.[H:3:r¥ned
mott,   Commander  Fln8trom  also  lnitialed  the  Bu8peoted  ertl-
cle8  for  ldentlfioatlon.     They  were  then  md.  into  a  p®okage,

i;:ii:::i::ii;i:!f:ii;!!i:i:::!3i:i;::i:ip:i!d;i:ii#!m:;:ea

!i::i;r!;:!:i::::i!;:fe!;:;i:i:;:!i!i::ii:ig!i!!!iiif:;;::

i;i:;!!:;#;b;¥g!:i;?:iili:i!:::¥i;:ii;:::¥!;:;#:::.:::a
of  Lleut.   W.   H.   Sulliv&n.                                                                           I

Of  poB8lble  importance  to  any  further  lnvegtlgat ion,

:fa:€e o:¥3:rs¥igL:fn::: g°£±rp£:±:gp:¥n::in?::g| ::1::: :::;ac tion) ,
and  Willlang  a.   Pedler  (a  Canadian  Citizen  called  Canada).     The
flrBt  named  ls  a  deck  engineer  and  Pedler  iB  a  f ll.eman.     The
pipes  were  Secured  in  the  Persian  Gulf .

No  fur'ther  investigation  was  carried  out  inasmuch  as
__,_shlp's  de-

•N.R.

theBeoreoy  w&e   telleved  to  be  neoe8gary  to  lngure
partuz.e  on  time.


