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Office   of  `7omrander,
}Jew  Orleans  District.

_q.Om:
TO:

Sub je ct :

TF3EASUF3Y  DEPARTMENT

UNITED  STATE:S  COAST  GUAF3D

I`Tew   Or].eans,   Louisiana,
23  Januaryj   1940.

.Com.,Lender,   :``few   Orlr3ans  District.
Cc)JTmandant +

t'+ssistance   of  distressed  persons  by  +\.r!1ericaE„S.S.  i{LIIAL`.;
report  .=,i.

i.            Upon  the  ar'ri..v91   of  tti.e   .+lmerican  3.S.   I[OIIAIA  8.t  IJew   C)I.leans,
Louisiana,   a  representative  of  this  c)ff ice  boarded  her  for  the  i]urpose  c>f
ascerte.ining  the  facts  in  correction  vi.ith  the  assistance  rendered  distress-
ed  persons  on  Serrana  Bank  light.

2.            |ri  the  absence  of  t,he  }`,taster  and  I:Tiief  mate  of  tile  K011£L:i,   the
5eccnd  i.:ate,  Ii,Tr.   iJharles  1`{.  nevlin,  was  interviewed.    I,,tr.   Pevlin.s  state~
mer`_ts,   supported  by  notatio.Ti.s   I..n  the  r.avigational  log  of  t:r!.e  KC`IL'\Lii,   indi-
cate  t`r.at  at  0800,   16  January,   194C\,  wben  tTiat  vessel  1.fy.as  bound  north  frori
the  Janal  Zone  and  in  a  positicin  about  five   (5)  +rriiles  off  =erl`ana  Back  Light,
t:ri_e  Hate  on  watch.  observed  a.  flag  fl-jring  o.rl  Se2:.rEifLa  Barik` Ijicht   tow`er,   evi-
dently  as  a  `13st,ress  signal,  altliough  the  nationality  of  the  flag  could  not
be  made  out  because  of   the   distance.     At  0806,   a  s+mall  'ooat;  cori.taining  two
.nan  was   sighted  dead  ahead  and  at  0812  t:re  K0IHfr;frL vjas   stopped  and   the   smal.i.
boat  cane  alongside.     Ttie  two  men  sta`ted  that  they  ijjere  p€irt  of  a  group  of
men  tendi!ig  the  lit:hts  at  i;errana  Band:  and   ';uita  Sueno  Ban:r=,   I;hat  th(`,re
were  eight  men  a].1  told  i`ri  t}.ie  +ri8Lrty,   that  the  rrien  at  'noth  lights  h8a  beeri
out  of  food  for  tvlo  days,   and  that  ijhe   sup|.1y  vf3ssel  I.ap.   !TL'-iELOR was  not
expected  back  from  the   Carial  Zc`ne  for  abciu.t  i;hre.~3  weeks.     ¥he  mten  stp`t8rl
they  were  En3lis.n  slibjects  er_a   re`gident,s  of  tile   Islalid  of  Cayman  Brae.     rryLe
I?aster  of   trie  K0i:|`fr'nL  ij\jas   aw€ire   i;ri`at   botTn,   '3errana  Bcink  ail;a    ;uita  ,Sue-no  llL`.i\i}:
1igTits  wert3   maini;ained  by.   t]rie  LTnit,era  States   but   cissuned  tile  lfien  !ia`d  T>eeii
killed.   to  i',7fjr}:  olri  the   lit?hts   arid   they  `rjeing  in  distrei3s,   :.'ie   gave   t`_rie   two  me`;cL
in  t.rie  sir[al].  'f.cjat  the  following  list  of  provisiori€`:

a^ae  lbs.   floii`r                 4  tiT].s   tea                       lc)   1bs.line.  I-ii=J<atis
12  cans  evap.   fiiil}[     1  sack  v,'h.potatoes     6   1bs.   ere.dji`L  L\f  I,.,hea¥

2  1bs.   cc,,rn  jTi.ei'.1    10  1bs.   r:ia.c,arcmi           i  bottle  catsup.
£51bi}.   sugar             ,?to  lba„  I.ice                   35  ll:is.  be.ef.

Itie   trio  mer`£  ip,  the   s}nall  boat,   w!io  v/ere   botl~j   co]~ore(`t,   si=:lied  g  .i`eceipt   fc;1"
the  provisicna{&Sing  their  last  rtgme8  orily,  T'y'hich   the  re`n,e3.ijt  ir[Jlictites   {r,fg=e
B€llinger   and   C±`iristi3n.      !The  Kor+.Lt`.  t+Leli  £`f}'oc'``.eaerl   oil   a.c|.   ``..-c.y._2.a:6   thf,I   {`,:~.ster.
1at;a,r  reltiasing  the   radic`   Ir!essa:-,e   cc)i-Leer+'L-itic   t.hrj   it.icider.t  i.,.2-_ic}i  I=€taa`:iLiarters
it'   C35riizEL|.+,   Of .
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