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SUBJECT: Summary of Statement by Survivors of the:SS KYLE V. JOHNSOY, U.S.
" Freighter, 72L7 G.T., owned by Var Shipping Administration, operated -
by the Watermen Steamship Co. F : : -

1. The LYLE V. JOTMISON was damaged by a Jap plane at 9pproximately 10950-GC
12 Jan L5, D.R. position 15.121 - 119.3%0E, having sailed.from Hollandia % Jan in
convoy arriving at Lingayen Gulf, P.I. 13 Jan, carrying approximately 500 U.S. Army
personnel and about 2500 toms of vehicles and gasoline in drums; vehicles and:gaso-
line in all the lower holds, Army personnel and vehicles in all the 'tween decks;
draft 132" forward, 17'L" aft, 15'3". mean. Vessel arrived in port, cargo was dis-
charged, casualties removed, troops disembarked snd temporary repairs effected to
enable ship to return to the United States. :

2. Ship was on course approxima tely due North, speed 9 -~ 9.5 knots, not zig-
zagging, gun crew at condition 2, merchant crew lookouts on the forecastle, in the
crow's nest and on the bridge and, in addition, 6 Army lookouts were on duty.
Vieather was cloudy, smooth sea and swell, wind NE force 2, daylight but sun had set.
Convoy consisted of about 100 ships, including L0 merchant ships and about the same
aumber of LSTs, rest consisting of PT boats. Escorts consisted of approximately 9
Dbs and DEs. Convoy was in 3 sections; forward section of .LSTs, next section of 5
colums of merchant ships, JOHNSON's position #51, first ship in starboard column;
the PT'boats followed astern.

; S At approximately 1030 convoy was attacked without warning by L-10 Jap
planes. Planes when first sighted were at an estimated altitude of 5,000-7,000',
4l stant about 2=3 miles, and approched ‘from several directions. As range closed,
fire was opened by the bow 3" 50 cal, gun, which was directed at a plane approach-
ing from the port bow. A plane was then observed bearing 0LO°R diving toward the
ship at on estimated angle.of 35 . The 3" 50 cal. gun was trained to starboard and
with the 20 mm's brought the attacking plane under fire.. Nos, 3 and 9 20 mm guns.
jommed on the first drum and were not subsequently fired. Hits were observed from
the #5 and #7 20 mm guns, and plene was seen to be smoking as it dived for tho ship
Plane crashed into the starboard ‘side in way of i3 'tween deck immedictely aft of
the 42 forward bulkhead, the wing hit the bulwark, plone went through the shell
plating into the 'tyweén deck compartment and through the #2% 'tween deck into the
lower hold. There was 2 blinding flash and an explosion so. heavy it blew the steel’
"liatch beams above the flying bridge. Firc immediatcly broke out end cxtended from
. ‘aft of the #2 hatch to aft of the midship housing on the starboard side. Speced
was immediately redquced from 58 to 20 revolutions and vessel dropped out of thc-cor
voy, to starboard to fight the fire with o DE standing by. Approximately 7 firc
\Q?s¢s with good pressurt were put in opcration, #2 hold was flooded.end within 15
‘minutcs the fire was brought under ‘control. Within an hour or two it had becen
Jgubstontially cxtinguished and vessel r¢joined the convoy. After flooding, ship's
ldraft increascd to 16! forward, 18'10" aft and 17'5" mecan, Principal items of
) domage included the following:~ hole in starbodrd side of shell plating in way of
the forward end of #3 'tween deck about 10' in diameter; hole in starboard side
forwerd cnd of #3 'tween deck from tho forward bulkhcad cxtending aft 20'; de-
.@ﬁwpgduséing burncd;-formhrd bulkhead #5 t+woeen deck starboard sidebulged forward;
f
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after bulkhcad starboard side #3 'tween deck bulged aft and holed; 2 hatch beams
lost and 2 badly bent; 5 vertical framcs on the starboard side of #3 lower. hold
burned and bent; 12 vortical froames on the after bulkhead of 33 lower hold bent;
aftcr bulkhead in #3 lowcr hold sprung; starboard side bulwark in way of #2 mast
stove in; VB main dceck and 'tWoon deck hatch covers missings wircless anteonna
carricd away; inward bulge 1n hull on .starbeard side from halfway aft of 42 hateh
cxtcndlng aft about 60! :and mlscollancous ddmage to ship's-egear, wiring, sounding
pipes,: ‘stonchions, tarpqullns lifc boats, signal equipment, ventilators, tclephongcs,
ctc.: Tcmporury repeirs werc made in port and ship has returned to the Uhltcd States;
Within a fow minutes after ship was damaged othcr plances werc obscrved attacking.
One was showing & grcen light and approached from the port side. It was claimed the
aft 5" 38 cal. gun shot this planc down. By this time it ha¥l’ become dark. It was
cstimated the entire action lastod about 15 minutes. Threc plancs, including the -
one which crashed into the ship, were claimed destroyed. Total ammunition expended:
18 rounds of 5", 38 rounds of 3", and 596 rounds of 20 mm. During the action there
was intense gunfire by other ships of the convoy. No information was securcd con-
cerning disposition of confidential codes but it is assumed that they were retained
aboard the ship.

. Ship was not abandoncd but upon arriving in port casualties werc discm-
barked. Of the U.S. Army troops aboard, 128 wcrc killed or missing and presumed
dead. Onc merchant crew missing prosumed dead and one injured. All of the Armed
Guard survived - onec wounded and hospitalized. There were heavy casualties among
the Army troops quartcred in 33 'tweon deck.

S5 Plane was described as 2 low wing monoplanc, single, radial cngine, re-
tractable landing gear, pointed dark groem, no gun turrcts obscrved. FPropeller hub
found after the crash indicated it had L blades. :

6. * Survivors believed that the planc carricd incendiaries, and reportcd that
phosph01us was scen floating on the surface of -the watcr of 33 hold after flooding.
In view'of the extreme mutilation of many bodies, opp»rcntly by concussion, the fact
that the stecl hatch beoms were blown over:.the flying bridgc and: thc occurrenc of
other similar incidents:alk ev1dcnclng torrlfmc oxp1031on it Was assumed that.

the plane ulso carriegd. .cxplosivés. . Since no Bomb s were seon as the-planc dived for
the shlp, 1t was, bellcvod thwt cx01051vcs mlght havo boon c"rrlcd in thp fuselage.

Survivors crit101zod the convoy pos1tlon asolgncd to suchct vessel, first
ship of %the - starboard column in the merchont ship scction. It was rccommended that =
vesscls cdrrying lorge numbcrs of troops be given tho better protoctlon afforded by

a position in the interior of the convoy. .

-The- Nhstor oxprcssed the OplnlOn thut the loss of llfc mlght have beéen
reduced somewhct if . the troops hod been more cvenly ‘distributed among the various
ships rather than concentrated in a fow. He csserted that wlthough there werc Lo
or morc merchant ships only a few had troops abodrd.

Survivors criticized placing all the LST's in onc scction of the convoy.
This distribution concentrated the hcaviest firc power in onc scction, ledving the
merchant ship section astcrn relatively unprotccted. Survivors said that since
LST's are cquipped with LO-mm's and more 20-mm's and have much heavier firce power
then merchant ships, planes often avoid them when othor targets arc available.
They ﬁsscrtod thot a morec even protection for all shlps would be affordcd by dis-

tributing LST's throughout thc convoy.
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Survivors, including the gumncry officer, agreed that 20-mm guns are
powerlcss to repel dive-bomb attacks. Thoy stated that a plane in a dive cannot be
downed unless it is blown apart by L,0-mm or heavier gunfire, ond urged that vessels
routed to arcas wherc such attacks are likely be equipped with L,0-mm's whercver

possiblec.

Survivors rclated that during the voyago from Hollandia to a peint approxi-
the convoy had thc benefit of oir coverage. BEscorting
planes made a practice of flying over the convoy rather then circling in the dis-
tancc. During the voyage north of Mmila Bay no air coverage Wwas furnished. Vhen
nfusion arose as to their netionality since

cnemy planes attacked, at first some co b
the tactics of the escorting plancs hod hoen not unlike thosd' of the Japanesc planes
when preparing to attock. It was recommended that escorting planes be instructcd

to stay at a recasonable distence from the convoy so that whencver plancs passed

directly over the convoy it could be assumed that they were cnemy plancs.

mately abeam of Monila Bay,

It was pointecd out that in meny instanccs plancs had crashed in the aread
of No. 3 hatch, presumcble beeause of its proximity to the midship housing and
bridgc. In view of such cxpcriences it was reccommondcd that troops not be quartcred

in No. 3 hold.

The stowing of gasolinc beneath troops was criticized. Gasoline was
stowed in No. 5 lower hold with troops quertercd in No. 5 'twoon deck., It was bo-
1iecved thot had this condition cxisted in No. 3 hold whcre the planc crashed, therc
would havc boen cven heavier casualtics.
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