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laracaibo, Venczucla Iebruary 1, 1044

SUBJInTs  Case of Srmcpling by Ancrican seaiian.
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I have the honor to rcefer to the Depurtiient's riineographed
instrueticn of Jsmuary £0, 1044, 1'ile no. 196.51/634, entitled
Discipline of Semmen == Coast Guard llearing Units. A case of -

)¢ the Grace Line, occurrcd Decorber 12, 1043, It has
mot—beer reperted Loceuse 1t was thought thet the nan involveod
would be set free without punishrent. He 1s, however, 1in thoe
local Jail sweiting triel. A merorandun of the casc propared
by ire. Silloway of this off'icec on December 14, 1940, i as
follous:s

m‘.' iillu srugcling by an of ficer on the Anerlcaen steamslip

Peblo llartis, Chilef Steward of the Amcrl-
can 5.8, "Lare' end en Ancrican citizen (Fuerto
Rican) is detained by the liespuardo laritinoc..
According to depogitlions in the handas of the
Customs authoritics the cese occurred as follows.
About 6300 Pl Sunday .ertis spproached a custons
qaard and propescd that the guard, at 1 A,
ghould enter lartis! room and get & cases of
ciparetics and £ cases of @uoldag tabacco which
here and take them on deck and lower tien to
6 leunch which would be walting on the off = .
ghore side. Tory tiuis lartis agreed to pay the
grard D8.500.00 the noxt morning. The puard
accepted tho proposition and took the koy teo
tie room. iartlis advised that he had to be
ashore that night. 4“he juard then inforned
the watcliman in charge of the wvhole schore and
he, in turn, infomred the ghicf Vetclman. They
then proceeded to get a Lrap to catch the sruge
loprs.  Fhe ganwe; watkeiswur wuld e able Lo
sce vien the goods werce put over the sice, at
vhleh time he would light a eijarcttc widel

N could be seen by wetelmen in a launch farther
3 QO dovn the vharf. 4hese watchien in thelr leunch
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jould then ceteh thie people in the simgpling
launch rodehonded. llovever, they brought the
goods on deeck slightly early, about be: ridu‘cr
to onc. Uhile they werc walbting for the sn
£ling leunch to come aleong side, the sccond natc
cene alon; end nebiced the bundles and bepan in-
vestigebing. iHe 1it a flash Light and mace cons
sldercble nolise and it is ;rcﬂuvcd that this
&OuiVltd iz;,ptcaca tiie people in the launch as
thoy never u;'r‘mo:c.cw I'rou here on the story
differs. uhon I first vent to the custuns lLouse
this morning te £ out ebout the cpge they as
rmach as told ne that they hoaa baken the oods
from the sip as conuvralun€, - then I ralsed

the point as bo Jww 1t cculd be contreoband until
it uDQ reaschor ghore they were soncwihab at a
loss anc bepan to talk about wwan: fested carpgo
which they &le have a rizht o hold, I peinted
out thiat that, also, to be held, rust irst be
lanced. About helf en hour later I went to the
llespuerdo to read oo ucxuu¢t4mns in the case
and found thob Lhey had concueted @ new story
in the mean Hine. <hey elaimed that they had ;
not ucl 206 the pools on an Aueriean 8.1p be-
fore they were lended but that the watclmen -
oeccomp LWL,LJL.M(udtxr‘mﬁlM11ﬁm’vK owner
w?uwgommum wove them, hiad put them on the
vhart, where thoy were tihon seized. Apparcntly
thot wvould Liave been the end of thoe case but on
llonday afternoon llartis went to the Adninistrador
de Aduvana end demanded the roturn of the cipa-
rettecs. Shaet was teo much and they held himne.

It seems that they were going to charge him with
sy ling but after the polnts I-brought up I
selicve they will charge Lim with attoapting to
bribe a custons offlclal. -

Respecufully yvours,

Renwick 5. iiclilece
Areprican Consi
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Ori;inal and hectograph to the bepertnent
CGopy {or the inbass)

Filc no. 624¢.4
RSig8e0



