Op-16~B-5 NAVY DEPARTMENT CONFIDENTIAL
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS ' -
WASHINGTON 25 D C 3 Feb 45

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

ALL TIMES GCT

SUBJECT: Summary. of Statemeﬁts by Survivors of. the SS LEONIDAS MERRITT, U. S,
Freighter, 7176 G .T., owned by War Shlpplng Administration, ope"ated by
United States Lines.

1. The LEONIDAS MERRITT was attacked by alrcraft at 0325 GCT, 12 Nov 44, whil
at anchor off Dulag, Leyte Island (having arrived at Leyte on 24 Oct) loaded with
approximtely 3,000 tons bridge parts. Ship did not sink but returned to Aetorla
Oregon, ummrha'mnpmmr mrwngSghn45 ETE

24 Ship was at anchor in'10 fathoms of water;,daylight;;radio silent; 6 look-
outs - 2 forward 2 on bridre, 2 aft. ‘The weather was clear; sea smooth; no wind;
sun bearing 120° R, 60o off the horizon; v1510111ty 15 plus mlles Approximately 20
Liberty ships in 51ght. S et

33 At 0325 a plane was 31bhted on ‘course 200°T, travelling 250-300 mph. Plane
approached at 100! altitude and at 45 R made a stralght in run, and started straf-
ing when about 400 yards from the ship.  Plane dive bombed and crashed on the deck
of the ship at #2 and #3 hatches. No bombs were released prior to crash but the
plane carried 1 bomb under the right wing which exploded on contact when the plane
hit the deck., ' Firé broke out in Nos. 1,2, & 3 holds;- on the bridge, and in #3 life-
boat. The main deck and bulwarks in the way of #2 hatch were holed in many places;
wooden hatch covers at Nos. 'l and 2 hatches broken; #2 starboard double bottom fuel
oil tank holed; #2 starbourd deep tank punctured. The port frames in the forward
spare room and saloon were broken and buckled. The cargo booms at Nose. 1-and 2
hatches, incluing the Jumbo boom, were broken; 2 starboard.and 1 port foremast stay
deStroyed Foremast damaged. Ladders, cargo lights, and running lights were
destroyed on the foremast. Ventilators on foremast housing destroyed and mast hous
badly damaged, Main mast house at #3 badly damaged and the-equipment therein de-
stroyed. Cargo lights-attached to main mast destroyed. Forward coamingz at #2 hatc
buckled. Both ventilators on main mast house destroyed. Steam and exhaust lines o
fore deck badly\damaged. ,"T" broken on exhaust line, Fire line badly holed. All"
wiring on f eck destroyed, Two store room ventilators on main deck badly holed
Two forwar ife rafts destroyed. Forward fire and engine room ventilators on brid

badly de ady boxes on port and starboard 20 mm guns forward holed; 3" forwar
2 3 lylng bridgé 20 mm gun tub on starboard side holed, 3orward spare
«gﬁ& exte ly damuged by fire. Ten tarpaulins at hatches #l, #2 and #3 destroye«
“f 111ary aerials carried away, Plane disintegrated on hitting ship. :
qsl;?wﬁf@ﬁ uarters were manned at time of attack but no counter offensive was opened.

Q‘ 1sifess signal sent after attack requesting assistance for fire fighting and care
{

unded, By 0400 fire was under control and wounded were belna removed from shij
\ hlp remained at anchor. - ; .

¢ 0925, ship was under another attack. -Ship had been at General Quarter
for 10 minutes - condition red alert. Eight planes came 1n from starboard bow at
about 4,000!' altitude flying 250-300 plus mph, course 200 OP, One plane started
straflnw at about 800 yards and crashed into ship, hitting the deck at #2 hatch. Ne
bombs or torpedoes were released. Port boiler and port engine room Vcntllators QL o
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damaged; #3 lifeboat badly gutted. A number of wooden hatch covers of #3 hatch were
broken., No. 3 port boom was destroyed while the starboard was badly damaged inclu-
ding the running gear. . Engineer's accommodations destroyed; railing around flying
bridge damaged; port and starboard ladders buckled; vertical support of starboard
wing flying bridge carried away; port and starboard gangway lights destroyed; port
and starboard side lights damiged. Fore part of bridge holed; Lyle gun box and gea:
box on bridge badly damaged. Light circuits damiged. Fore deck fire and steam lin
damaged; fresh water pipes broken. No. .4 hatch boom damaged. - Fathometer and 10".
signal lamp destroyed. Shipt's #3-20 mm gun opened fire at 1800 yards and was empty
when plane crashed. Bow guns, firing at planes attacking oth&® ships elose by,
could not be warned of approeaching plane due to previous damage to telephone system.
Twenty-five rounds were fired by the 3"/50, 18 by #1 gun, 7 by #10, and an estimatec
1000 rounds’ by the 20 rm. -It is unknown whether or" not plane was hit. Plane dis-
integrated on hitting ship. Distress signal sent rgqués%ing'firc-fighting assis~
tance and care for the wounded. Reply was received advising that wounded would be
removed and that 'no fire fighting assistance wds available’. During both attacks all
confidential documents remained aboard the ship. '

4 Ship was not .abandoned at any time. Total ship's complement 68, inclu-
ding 45 merchant crew and 23 Armed Guard. There are 66 survivors = 1 merchant crew
dead and 1 aArmed Guard missing presumed killed. B .

5a " No description of the attacking planes was sscured other than that they
were Japanese. " The Armed Guard officer, comaented that the planes came in so low
they could ot receive concentrated fire from the other vessels in the harbor be-
cause of possible damage to other ships at anchor and that this may have been the
reason dive bomb attacks were made from a low level.

6s The LEONIDAS MERRITT was also attacked at 0150 26 Oct while at anchor in
San Pedro Bay, Leyte. Seven Jap planes (apparently Zerds) made strafing runs of

8 minutes duration on ships anchored in the harbor. One plane strafed the ship at
mast head level, firing 19 mm and 25 . caliber guns, Ship was facing 360 T and plane
approached ship from 270°R, travelling at least 250 mph anhd" passed:over #4 hatch.
No bouabs were released but at least 20 bullets hit the 'ship which sustained no
damage except bullet holes. Ship's guns were manned and opened fire on the plane.
The #5=20 mm gun made 2 or 3 hits-en planet!s right wing. Plane fiew on after straf-
ing ship on a course 90°T. Ship remained at anchor.

BARBARA CCHARD-
Lt. (jg) USNR

DISSELINATION: Op-16-E-2, 16-P-1, 16-Z(5 copies), Op-20-G, Op-23-I, Op-30-li,
O0p-39-P-3(2 copies), COMINCHB=20, F-21, F-41, FX-37(C&R), FX-40, FX-43, FX-45,
AFASU, BuOrd, BuShips, CG(Afbopies)j Coord Res & Dev, JAG, DIO 1, 3, 4, 5(2 copies),
6, 7(3 copies), 8(2 copies), 10(4 copies), 11(3 copies), 12, 13, 14(4 corpies), '
15NDs, Op-16-V-A, Op-31, BuPers-535, Op-16-PF.
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