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ty  Survivors   of. the`,§5  IjEONIDAS  I,'iHIRRITT,   U.   S.
owned  by  War  Shipping  Administration,   opei^ated  by

1.                    The   LEONIDAS  MERRITT  was  attacke.a  by  aircraft  at   0325. GOT,12  Nov  44,   whi]
at  anchor  off  I)ulag,   Ijeyte  Island  (having  arrived  at  Leyte  on  24  0ct)   loaded  with
apt)roximtely  3,.00U  tons. Pridg?` parts.    Ship  qi¢ not  sink  but  returned  to  Astoria,
oregon,   under   her   crvv.n  bower,   arriving   5   Jan.;45.                I.--~/      ..

.,             I        -:

2.                  Ship  was  at  anch6r  in  10  fathoms  of  vyatgr;   daylightj  rradio  silent;   61ook-
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LiberLuy  ships  in  sigqt.                                                           :.
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3.

ing  when  about  400  yards  from  the  ship.   . Plane  dive.  ,bombed  and  crashed  on  the  deck
of  the  ship  at  #2  and  #3  hatches.     No  bombs  vvere  `re|eased. prior  to   crash  but  the
plane   carried  I  bomb  under`.the  ,right  wirig  which  expl,oded  .on  contact   I+Then  the  .plane
hit  the  deck.     Fir`e  t2roke  out  in  Nos..i,2,  &  3  holds,. on  the  bridge,  and  in  #31ife-
T)oat.     The  mih   de.ck  and  bull.marks   in  the 'way  of  #2  hatch  were  holed  in  iirany  places;
wo.bden  hatch  corfers' at  Nos'.  .1  and  2  hatches   broken;  #2  starboard  double  bottom  fuel
oil  tank  holed;  #2  stdrboLr,d, deep  tan.k  punctured.     The  port  frames  in  the   foruvard
spare   room  and  saloon  were.  biQken  and.buckled.     The   cargo   booms  a+u  .Mos.   I  and  2
hatches,   incluing  the  Juxpbo  boom,  were  broken3   2  starboard  and  i  port  foreinast  stay
destroyed.     Foremast  damaged.     I.adders,   cargo  lights,   and  running  lie.hts  were
destroyed  on  the  foremast.     Ventilators  on  foremast  housing  destroyed  and  mast  hous
badly  dama.ged.     Main  inast  house  at  #3  badl.;r .damaged  and  the.equipment  therein  de-
stroyed.     Care.o  lights'attached,t6  min  mast  destroyed.     Fc)rrard  coaming  at,  #2  hate
buckled.    Both  ventilator's  Qn  main  irast  house  des.troyed.     Steam  and  exhaust  lines.o
fore   deck  ba

ess

idamaged.    .'lTn   broken  on  exhaust  line.     Fire  line   `cadly'.holed.    All
eck  destroyed.     Two  store  rooiTi  ventilators  on  main  deck  badly  holed

ife  rafts  destroyed.     Fori`Jard  fire  and  engine  room  ventilators  .on  brid
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9ly  damLiged  by  fire.    `Ten  tarpaulins  at  hatches  #1,   #`2  and  #'3  destroyet
liary  aerials  carried  a'iray.    Plane  disintegrated  on  hitting  ship.
3rs  ware  }ranned  at  +ui`ie   of  attack  but  no.  count,er  offensive  was  opened.

signal  seht  aft,er  attack. requesting  assistance  for  fire  fighting  and  care
uhded,     By  0400  fire  was,under  contro|`ana  -w.ounded  -ir.ere  being  removed  frch  shi.,I

hip  remained  at  anchor`..
•   At  0925,  'ship  was  under  another  attack.   `Ship  had  been  at,  General  Quarter.

for  10  minutes  -condition  red  alert.    Eight  plahes   came  in  from  star.board  bow  at
about  4,0001   altitude  flying  250-300  plus  mph,   course  200°T.     One  plane  started
strafing  at  about  800  yards  and  crashed   i.nto  ship,   hitting  the  deck  at  #2  Patch;` Nc
bomb's   or  tor`pedoes  were  releasied.     Port  boiler  and  port  engine  rcom  vendilat`drs        `  '
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damaged;   #3  lifeboat  badly  gutted.     A  number  of  wooden  hatc;h  covers   of  7`£3  hatch  urer(;
broken.     No.  3  port   boom was   destroyed  while  the   star'board  was  badly  damaged  ]..nclu-
ding  the  running  gear. ,  Engitneerts  acco"'!`Lodations  destroyed;   railing  aroutd  flying
bridge   damaged;.  port  and  starboard  ladders   buckled.;  vertical  support  of  s+uarboard
liJing  flying  bridge   carried  avvay;   port  and  stjarboard  gan.gway  l'ig.hts   destroyed;   port
and  starboard  side  lights   darmged.     Fore  part  of bridge  holed;   Lyle  gu.n  box  and  geai
box  on  bridge  badly  damaged.     Light  circuits   dam.ged.     Fore  deck  fire  and  steam  lint
darn,aged;   fresh  water`  pipes   broken.     I\Io.  `4  hatch   boom  dariiaged.  '`  Fathom.eter  and  10'1.
signal  lamp  destroyed.     Shipts  #3-20  mm  gun  oper;ed  fire  a,t   1800  ytLrds  and  wras  empty
•v{vrhen  plane   crashed. ,  Bo`w  guns,   firing  at  planes  att,a6king.  othefr.  ships   close  by,

::':::y.:::v:er:r::::d|r:foal::::ic:;ngh:l;:75g?e|5ob;r;'ii3uL:,d;in:;e#ig,tc:::p::n:s:Tiit::;
1000  rounds'by  the  20  I,in.    .It  is. unknovm  whether  or  not.  plarie  `vwas  hit.     Plane  dis-
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I.emoved  and  that ilo  fire   fighting  assistance  ,Jds  avai.lable-.     Durin`g  both  at,tacks  all
conficfential  c5_ocunents   remained  al.olrd  t:h.e   ship.

4.                   Ship  was  not  abandoned  at  any  +uine.     Total-shipls   complement  68,   inclu-
ding  45  merchaho   crew  and  23  Armed  Guard.    .There..are  66  survivors   -1  merchant  crew
deacJ  and  1  Jl'imed  Guard  missing  presumed  killed.

5.            '      No  description   of  the  attacking  planes  -i'Jas   St3cur`'3d  other  than  that  they
mere   Japanese.  . The  Armi3d  Guard  officer.  comented.that   +uhe  planes   came   in   so  lovv
they  c;.ould  ri-ot  recL>ive   concentrated  fire   from.  the   other  vessels   in  the  harbor  be-
cause  of  possible  damage  to  other  ships  at  anchor  and  that  this  I:lay  have  been  the
reason  dive   bomb  attacks  were  made   from  a`  low  level.

6.                    The.  LEONIDAS`.MERRITT  was   also  attacked  at   0150  26  0ct  i/rhile  at  anchor   in
San  Pedro  Bay,   Ijeyte.     Seven  Jap  planes   (apparently  Zer6s)   mde`strafing  I.uns   of
8  minutes  duration  on  ships  anchored  in  the  harbor.     One.plane  strafed

g#O::agdL:x::Jf£::±3S05£,
Irm  and  25 ,caliber  guris.     Ship  -`'ras   facing  3605iea:gi;1::e
travelling. at  leas.t. 250  mph  a.n.d.  passe.d. ov.er  #4  ha+uch

I'To  bo:ibs  were  released  but  it,1e,ast  20  bullets'`hit  th.a..ship  vvhich` sustai.Led ,no
daimge   except   bullet  holes.     Shipls   guns   iv.ere  -mained  5.nd  t>Pened`  fire   on  the   plane.
The  #5-20  rm,  gun  made  2  or  -3  .hits   on  planels  .right  wing.     Plane   flo.ilv  on  aftt3r  stra.f-
ing  ship  on  a   cou.rse   90°T.     Ship  remained  at  anchor.
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