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STEEL SEAFAI

The Haster suggests that more emergency lights be installed
in the following places:

In Crews quarters at. (3)

or 2 in each alleyway in midship House.
in each alleyway in lorward midship house.

in Master's office.

on each side of boat decks

in wheel houss.

And, of oourse, the.tnes in the engine room and fire roon.
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He also suggests that all officers should have flashlights, kept
in boxes instead of beimg mang up. Also, that all ships bound to the Red
Sea should be painted a neutral color and that 21l ceses stowed on deck
should be painted.a neutral coler and net white. The Master suggests that
the hull be painted a dark irey, masts, Mfunnel, deck housing, and ventilators
lighter greye Alsoc suggests that & 1ife preservers should be placed in the
wheelhouse Tor the convenience of men on wateh, who probably would not have
time to o to their ecabins for their owm.

LIWE (february 23, 194,2)

Fireman Ce Willard West tostified:

"Qe Briefly, did you notice any defective materiel with regards
to equipment?

"AT Yes, life-rafts.
"Qe Any fault on part of the personnel?

"A« No, none,.

"Qe How many rafts did the vessel have?

"" -

Ae Oure

"Q« Do you know if they got four overboard?

" » a3 o ; L 4 : 1 N " .

Ae They did but one, when it hit the water, broke into pieces,
"A. All the top boards cams off.

Ge 4s far as you know, how many rafts broke?

"Ae Two that broke, both om port side.
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"Qe Could you guess about height the draft were dropped from inte
the water?

"Ae I would say twelve feet.

"Qe¢ Tell us where the rafts were stored?

-

"A« Up dn the rigging that ran up to the mast; there wps a
trigger there to release the raite.

"Qe Is that a YPelican'?
"As Yes.
"Qe« Would that have to be relsased for esach rarft individually?

o A Ye Se

"0e You ecculd not drop them? Ils that = od idea?
"Ae ith deck carge they put on ship, I don't see how they ecould

release each one separatelye.
"Qs Were they in skids?
“Ae Yes.
Qe Were you lowered from the vesssel in a boat?
Ae TWo, went down over a line.
"Qe HWat k;nd of line?
"Ae A line that swung (rem up in the davits down to the boat.
"Qe Were these davits equipped with a span, with life-lines?
"Ae Yese.
¢ That is what vou slid down?
"Ae Yes.
"Qe¢ Did you carry your lifeboats in?
"A. Wo, they were Oubs
Qe+ Any covers on them?
fe Ce
"Qe ‘hey were lef't open but secured?

"Ao Yese

"As The size of the boat I was on was supposed to hold 37 but
i -




even with the 2; men, made it impossible to row the bLoat.

fellow with « broken leg and that made it bad for a man
wore transferrad to the life rat. This raft on

4+

fe had a

to row sc 9ix

port side of
3

the boat,

the men that were in it were contimually hammering down the boards with
the heels of their shoss and some of the neval men were using their pistol
utts to kesp tha boards down so the kapok barrels 1d not lost out.
In my opinicn, if they bolted these boards in d © sing straight nails,
the rafts weuld not drop to pieces; even with a dr of 12 feet, raft
should not drop to pieces and the lif'e preservers, I think 1t would be
better if they were of kapok instead of cork - the kapock won't knock you
out if they hit you under the chin,.

A, Did the Navel fellow: have & different kind of life preserver?

"A. Yes, kapok.

"Qe What color?

" . Dark blue.

"Je Opeoial naval life preservers?

"Ae Yes,.

"« You think they are betber?

'Ae Yeu, I do.

"Qe Did sometone shut mein esngines down?

"A. Yes, Second assistant did.

"Ae In my opinion they should keep 1li“e boats swung up on the side.

"Qe Anything else you want to say, in the record? Did you have
water on the ralft?

"ﬁ. Yﬂﬂ’ a }'."’T_c

"Je DUid you have occcasion to use any?

"Ae Ko

"Qe Any food on the raft?

"A. Yes, but we did not need food. We never broke the packages

open but they were supposed to be doeoclate.

oLGA (Mareh 12, 1942)
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First ‘ssistent Engineer Ernest P. Cempbell testified:
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