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(6614) Enforcement of the Oil Pollution Act.
(e) HQ Dispatch to all DCGO's 231920 (October),

In accordance with references (a), (b) and (e), inclosure is forwarded.
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CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)
GALVESTON, TEXAS

6614
5 December, 1944

Distriet Engineer, U, 5. Army,
Galveston, Texas

8ir:

-
Here is a report of a violation of the Oil Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC,

431-437 by the 88 LITTLE BUTTE, at the Republic Oil Refining Company's Docks,
Texas City, Texas, on 1 December, 1944. The facts in the case are as follows:

The 38 LITTLE BUTTE is owned by the U, S, Maritime Commission and is operated

by the American Petroleum Products Company, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York, New

York. The local agents are Collins and Gissel, Houston, Texas. At about 9:20
p.m., on the date above mentioned, about )‘.%b%g.a of 80 octane gasoline over-
flowed from the Wo, 9 main tank onto the the vessel and 8 ed overboard
on both the port and starboard sides into the water of Texas City harbor. Upen
investigation it was found that the Chief Mate, John A, MeCrary, who was in
charge of the loading operations at the time of the spill, was up forward topping
off the No. 3 tank and that he had pinched down the valve to the No. 9 main tank
80 that the No. 3 tank would bs finished before the No. 9 main tank, and for that
reason he had not been watching the No. 9 main tank as he should have, as he
figured that the No, 3 tank should have topped off first. states that he

did not know of the spill until he heard someone shout from the dock that one

of the tanks was overflowing. The overflow was stopped by Mr. A, A, Beckman,
dockman for the Republiec Oil Refining Company, who turned off the valve on the
dock, This case was reported to the Officer in charge, Marine Inspection,

U. 8, Coast Guard, for his information and aection.

Statements were taken from Chief Mate John A, MeCrary and Deck Cadet Bennie

G. Christian, of the 88 LITTLE BUTTE, Mr. A, A. Beckman, dockman for the
Republic Oil Refining Corporation, Coastguardsmen Michael J. Bilec, boatswain's
mate second class, fnnis B. Whatley, seaman first class, and @loyd C, Wisdom,
seaman first class. Coples of these statements, together with a copy of the
investigator's report are attached for your information. Samples of gasoline
were taken from the deck of the vessel by Michael J. Bilec, boatswain's mate
second class and from the water near the bow of the vessel by Cloyd C. Wisdom,
seaman first class., These samples together with the original of the statements
taken, will be retained by this of fice for use by the U. S, Attorney.

v Very truly yours,

Incls. LEO A. WELSH
1 - Copy of imvestigator's report.
2 - Copy of statement by Chief Mate McCrary.

- Copy of statement by Deck Cadet Christian.
Copy of statement by Dockman A, A. Beckman.
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Taxas Gity, Texas
ASEYD, OAPT LN OF THE PORT

8614

1 December, 1944

To: Ass"%. Uaptain of the Port, Texas Uity, Texas
subjs 0Ll Pollutiom Violatiom, 8.8, LITYL: BUTTE, ) Deceuber,
1944, report of \ v
1. I was notified at 1180 this date that there had been & gasoline

spill sboard She .8, LITELS BUTES docked at the Hepublic dosk, Texas
Oity harbor. This vessel is owned by the U. 5. Haritime Commission and
is operated by .merigan Fetrolews Products Jo., 880 - Bth ave., Hew York,
New Yorkes The local agenss are Collins and Gissel '
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of7 before the § 9 tank, o Crary admitted that he was not
g the tank a8 he should have. He did not know of the spill until
ock yell that one of the tanks was overflowing.
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Ae Ao Bockman, dockman for Republie 041 Refining Company stopped
the overflow by closing the valve on the doek,

Se A suple of gasoline was Saken from the deck of the 5.8, LITTLE
BUTTS by M. Jo. Bllee, Bi%e, and from the water near the bow w OIM e,
Wisdom, & le, These samples were gigned, sealed, and delivered to the
Galveston Fog Htation by Bilee and Visdom,

%» / BLDOE O, Wm. s’. 1..
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Texas City, Texas
1 becember, 1944

BSTAZTEMENRT

041 Pollution Violation
8/6 LITTLS BUTHE
Owned by U, S, Maritime Oomaission

" name is de Ae Mg m' 1218 Hebster s‘up Bouton. Texas.
I am employed as Chief Officer om the 5/5 LITTLE BUTIL. This vessel
is owned by U, 5. Maritime Ooumission and is operate® by ;merican
Petroleum Products Co., 650 = Bth Ave., New York, N.Y.

About 1115 this date we were loading a cargo of 80 Octane
gasoline at Hepublic dock, Texas City harbore At this tims I was
wp forward topping off the # § center tanke The dockman called
cuihsmndtntuhnnuu-naunu.nnmnn-mcnv
of f on shore and stopped the overflow. I then tmmsferred part of
this cargo to amother tamk, The walve $o the ¥ 9 main tank which
overflowed was pinched down and the # 3 center tank should have
topped off before the # 9 tamk. However the i 9 tank topped off
first, Approximately fifty barrels of gasoline overflowed the # 9

main tank.

/8/ J0MN A. Mo ORARY




Toxas Vity, Texas
1 becember, 1944
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BRAZEMERT

041 Pollution Vielation
§/5 LITTL: BUTEE
Owned by U. S, Maritime Commission

a—uha.mnq-mst..mmm.rm.
1-q:vuummmbmoumnmco.

' 5 , BUTTE wi¥h gasoline.
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one of the hatehes was overflowing. IMOmumemrludn:
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Texas Oity, Texas
1 December, 1944

ETATEMNENRT

04l Pollution Violation
ﬂ/& LITTLE BUTTE
Owned by U, S. Maritime Commission

&Wl.m. Wigo., mni‘m ﬁ“mty'ahh
at 1115 on Uecember 1, 1944, I was notified by Cleyd C. Hisdom,
8 10., that a spill had ocoured on the S/5 LITTLE BVTTE, docked
at the hepublie Loading dock.

zmmmnmmmommmhom
n-s/m.mnm. 1 saw that the number 9 center tank had over—
nmuummmmmxmmummrmcuy
harbor. Wuhﬂuﬂhﬂc) parrels of 80 octane gasoline
poured into the Texas Uity harbor.

I took a sample of gasoline from the deek of the S/‘o LIITLE
BUTLE, witnessed by lmnis B. Lhatley, 5 16e.p A sample of
was taken from the waber near the bow of the vessel by CUloyd C.
Wisdom, 5 le.

is,. (’o‘o). J. B. Paul snd Sp. le. Eldoen C. Purvis arrived at
the seene of the spill sbout 112385, ttatements were obtained from the
CIraw,.
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Texas City, Texas
1 December, 1944

My name is Fmnis B, Whatley, S le¢., of the Texas Gity port
security detall, While on padrol the morning of Desember 1, 1944,
a spill oceured on the Sanker /5 LITTLE BUTIE, docked at the Hepublic
docks. v

I arrived at the scene of the spill about 1115 and saw gasoline
on the deck of the §/5 LITTIE BUTTE and in the surrouwnding water. Our
Compmnding Officer, It. (J.’g.)‘. Jdo B, Paul, £, C, Purvis, Ype lGey and
section leader M, J. Biles, HBi2¢,, arrived about 1125, i, J. Bilee
took a sample of the gasoline from the deeck of the 5/5 LITTLL BUITE and
Cloyd O, Wisfom, 5 lo., took a pample from the water near the bow of
the §/8 LITTLE BUTTE,

Approximately one hundred (100) barrels of gasoline spilled
into the waters of Texas City harbor,

L%, Paul and Sp. le. Eldon O, Purvis obtained statements from
the crew, sicm o L/

ENNIS B, WHATLEY, S le.
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Texas City, Texas
1 December, 1944
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STATEMENT
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0il Follution Violation
S /;,‘ LITTIE PUTTE

Owned by U, 5, Haritime Commission

iy name is Cloyd O, Wisdom, Slg.; U. S, Coast Guard of
Toxas City, Texas., While on port security watoh on Dseember 1,
1944 at 1112 I noticed a spill of eighty octane gapeoline on the
s;‘/f; LITTLE BUTTE,

I Limediately notified the office of the spill by telephone,
Lte (J.g-), 30 B. :’aul, Se OUo xurvis, .‘.~p. 13., and =, J. Lﬂ.lec, EL:. m.,
came aboami the &/85 LIITLE BUTTE docked at the Republic 0il docks and
took charge of the investigation. About one (1) hundred barrels of
gasoline had overfliowed the number nine main tank and most of this ran
overboard into the water of Texas City harbor.

i obtained a sample of the gasoline from the water about
fifteen foot from the bow of the 5/5 LITTLE DUTES, N, J, Biles,
Wi20., obtained a sample from the gasoline spill on the deck., ¥itness
of the sanple being taken from the deck was Ennis B, Vhatley, & le.

0 opdl ¢ W) e, B,

CLOYL Ceo RISD0 iy W lc.





