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MEMORAIJDTJM  FOR   FILES

AI,I.   TIRES   GOT

SUBJECT:      Summary   of   Sta.tements  by   Survivors   of  the   SS  RAII)EN  CREEK,   American
Freighter,   6156  G.T.,   owned  by  1.\'.S.A.,   operated  by  Waterman   Steamship
Line .

1.                      The   MAIDm.I   CREEK  was   torpedoed   at   0820  GOT,    17  MaLrch   191.h,    in   37.08   N   -
05.27  E,   about  30  miles  NNE  of  Bougie,   having  sailed  from  Naples   15  March  in   convoy
Slur-17  for  Oran,   in  water'  ballaLst,   draft  10.3"  forward,   19.6!`  aft.     Ship  did  not
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and  3  holds   dry.
2.                    Ship  was   on  a.  westward   course,   speed  13.5  lmots,   convoy  position  first
ship   in  starboa.rd  column,   just   coming   out   of  #12  zi87,fig  dia8ra.in,   had  been   zigzaggin£
since  moonrise  the  pr.evious  night,   radio  silent,   9  lookouts;   third  rna.te  on  bridge,,.
1  merchant  seaman  on  foreca.stle,   7  Armed  Guard,   1  forward  gun  pla.tform,   1-#2,   1-#3,
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of  convoy  in  sight.
3.                  At  0820  a  torpedo  struck  very  deep  on  starboard   side  just  forward  of  #h
hatch,  breaking  the  propeller  shaft  and  possibly  contributing  to  bregLking  the  ves-
selts  back.     Ihe  overspeed  governor  a.utomatically  secured  the  engines  irmediaitely.
Merchant  crew  abandoned  vessel  but  returlied  at  loh5,   leaving  two  lifeboats  tied  to
the  stern with  2  men  in  ea,oh.     At  1300  a.  second  torpedo  struck  in  the  fanta.il
danaging  the  21ifeboats.     It  is  believed  by  some   survivors  that  a  third  torpedo
struck  almost   simultaneously  at  #L  hatch  on  the  port   side.     Antenna.  was  knocked  out
no  fire,   flooding  faLst  through  shaft  alley  to  engine  roc)in,  #1,   2  en,a  3  holds  tight.
Ship  settled  rapidly  by  the   stern  to  3t   of  a.ft  deck.     No  distress  signa.1   sent,   no,
counter  offensive  possible.     Confidential   codes  were  thrown  overboard  in  a  weighted
bag,   except  Mersigs,   Identification  and  Secret  Log  v7hich  were  turned  over  to  the    `
British  NOIC,   Bougie.
ii.                  Ship  abandoned  on  neisterts  orders  after  first  hit-crew  ordered  ba.ck
aboard  at   loL5.     Af'ter   the   second   and  third  torpedoes   struclc,   the  Crew  a.ga.in  abaLnT
domed  ship  by  jumping  into  the  water.     They  were  picked  up  by  an  escort  vessel  and
landed  a.t  Bou8ie.      TotaLl   Complement  on  board  was  76,   including  h7  merchant  crew  and
29  Armed  Gua.rd.     One  dea.d,   L  missing,   h2   survived  of  mercha,nt   crew,   2  dead,   3  miss-
ing,   21+  survived  of  Armed  Guard.
5.                   The   sub  was  not  sighted  at  any  time.

NOTE:      The  MS  DEP.IPO,    Dutch,    17.02!+  G.I.,    in  the   sane   convoy  was   torpedoed  and   sunk
17  March.
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