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. AD" THE COMMANDANT, U. S. COAST GUARD

\ AND REFER TO NO. CG-I QF-64

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

WASHINGTON 29 Qctober, 1942
HEADQUARTERS
CUNFIDEN AL
Subject: Fire, 55 MAKUA, Homolulu
Reference: 3

Summary of Information:

The following is the substance of an official report from the
DCGO, 14¢h ND, re Subject fire:

At 2020, 5 October, 1942 fire occurred in the hold of Subject
vessal at Pier 8, Honolulu, T.H., and was extinguished at about 2145,
after an unreported amount of damage to pert of the vessel's cargo.
The fire is reported to have been caused by sn improperly packed
case of nitric acid being stowed below, due to possible negligence
end inexperience of cargo workers, Fotential danger from this fire
lay in the fact that the vessel at the time was loaded with 264,37
tons of explosives, the fire being in the immediate areaover the

most dangerous part of the explosive cargo.
The DIO, 1l4th ND is cognizant.

DECLASSIFIED r

Distribution: 3 Evaluations
oux 5 37 Sources Reliable
Operations, C.G. Informetion: Reliable
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“port), M'ihnmmw was opened, This move wis taken Ly orders of
‘out.cm. Ssmmnvﬁhmwomuinfmmwt,mdﬂm

. ghip's offic s opposing the move. ﬂnﬁnmmwuhawa .
matiresses ‘were smoldering and oub larie volumes of suoke, It
msmmywrmm»mttrma “wateér to extinguish the fire.
—.No great xmnnamumzmuu;mmumwm

was able to keep up with it, ' . Smoke was the greatest difficulty; four eity
,.,wummmhmlwﬂ. Most of the actual fire~fighting was
done hy these men, using hose 1ineg from ashore. ‘Idnes from fire boals were
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used to axbifguith suldortii TiatErasses on ‘A6ei i Héep Shen web dame

ML, At 2005 of 5 GoLaBer 1952, €Re U810 0, Traniway Sentry ofithe HAKUA Tee
ported & fire aboird gimé, to the Jurfor GiB.%s 6frice. Basipn-leary was noti~
fied_add hd 1 ft‘mmémely with'threé 'fient6 rivestivite samey Shortly.there~
aftar .8, elly ;imtt‘udk passed enroute Lo the seens  ind atothe same timg I
learned of the' Firg, 1 arrived“on the MAKUH'at WBBUE 2035¢” Beforerleavingathe
unit I ofdered My Ting Lo take 211 men 'Which were dressed to the ecenp apd have
all ether perzopnal broken out to stand by in case they were needed,

"2, Upon arrival aboarqs! wont to/the britse’ and asksd the Conmanding Of ficer
what, cargo was in Lhe No, 2 holds e’ btateéd that'he' dian't knvws.' The fire
truok!s, city. crews were dmt‘.inr the water from hoses on gtarboard deck be-
tween the hatch and the bmdwark, 1t was reported’that’ stebls had' beery twrned on
(in the hold) 1o try smothering the Tite] " Sioike, sIipht Mheit , wae coming from
a fow plices around the hateh Which was coversd with tarpailins, ™ Ty had been
watiod down,  The detk on the sturboard Torward side of Woy 2 hold appeared the
hottest a3 gteam wolld appeéar immediately after the hoses were directed to areas
further, afls 1 suggested to the U, 0, ‘bpeérifiyg the hatdh slaphtly and directing
the hpses into the hold,  Abbut ‘this ¥ine the sHip's' mdte (I sould be utstilen
about this wmar ag to being the mate) ‘sppedred on tHe bridge and said "No", to
do so wold 16t in more air and increase the intensity of the fire. He stated
that thexe were 1,0007cases of ddfinftiodn 1h the Tower ‘sévtion of the holds ) I
1¢ft the bridge After asbout four minutes and went down on the hateh covering,

The e¢ity firemen képt the hosde trained ®i the Wateh cover-end starboard area.
I contacted the fire shief in charpé of tlis eity dvew who agreed that they should
open the hateh slightly and get some water in same and try to see if the main
fire was actually gn'the starbofd Porward scction, The steam was secured, one
hateh was opened by removing twd Hoardé®of the starboard side. After the smoke
and stean gleared gomewlat ‘the £iFe*§ loedtion was partially verified, The hateh
was ¢losed and the gheam sgaln'furfried éf,) " ibout 15 minutes later it was opened
again, The steam had begn secured, The smoke appeared to be heavier than the
first time, i’“"’tﬁﬁ" increasing dnténsity, 'This time'the hoses; practically
all of them, were 3d ‘on“the starbéard forward seétion and the volume of
smoke seemed to deeresss, Then the hateh wis spenibd’ wider and gfteroplamping
down_fox about four mitutes, firemen started removing the’ chrgs. -Shertly,
was removed to Dermit eréws Lo traln hostles belew the detlny but on
w‘e_m cargo, fhis work gontinued progressively. Also noted was the fire
o have spread alomy the starboird elde fyem Tovwwrd 9o the after section
of the hold on a line roughly six feet outboard of and parallel to the stare
X slde of the hatch ingy THe prodess’ was continued alternately, of
down and reioving cargo wntil it Waes brousht wnder eoktaol at about
2135, At this time firemen had gone through the various sections and established
that the fire was confined to the starboard side. Burning mattresses, some one=
asecogallenddns of Lockheed hydraulic brake Fiufd, wnd Jugs of uqid were removed
from the immediate viecinity of the fire, One Jug wis broken. Some of the brak
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fluid tins had handles melted oi‘i, also the filling fittings. The heat of
the deck immediately over the fire indicated that it bwmed with L ;wgie
heat, too hol to be regarded aj coming from the smoldering natiresses alenc.
There were trinks, miscellineous Iwggage and cargo In the upper sectlon,
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