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CONFIDENTIAL

Op-16~B+B5 MAR I 0 3% WAVY DE
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
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SUBJECT: Summary of Statements by Survivors of the SS MARINA, U.S. Cargo Ship,
5086 G.T., ovned . by WSA, operated by.A. H. Bull & Company.

le The VARISGA was mined at 1019 GCT, 16 January 1945, in rO «30,208 = 00, JL.12T

hout l/? mile North of swept ehammel 66l in Le Havre harbor, having sailed from

‘New York 3 January in convoy CU-53 for Le Havr
3 c

o

, France, loaded with a U.S.Army
A
[

e

aral cargo. Vessel did not sink, but was ‘ee hed outside the brgakwater at Le ‘
Subsequently vessel was floated and put in drydock 18 February at Le Havre.

2 Ship was on course 150-160°, speed 8 krots, not zigzaggiug, five lookouts
one merchant crew on port wing of bridge, two Armed Guard forward, and two in the ¢ it
~m tub. The weather was clear, sea calm. A%t 0938 while ship wa approaching port

ONO e

»f Le Havre, fifth ship in convoy, course 2120 true, speed about O knots, French
pilot was put aboard. Shortly after i :, pilot informed faster th at ship's cars
had been given a high priority. The pi nstructions were that ship was to be
docked first and he intended to proc £ other ships as soon as he received
oréders from the Liscort Commodore. AT orders having been received, the Escort
Commodore was called on the TBY and permission was received to proceed ahead of the

g.

convoy. At this time, ship was approximately 1500 yards WE of the entrance buoy
e S - . 5 Py . s ° o
#HV-%, llaster reported that tl ship in the convoy shead of his position was jJust

1

rounding the buoy on the outsidse at time permission was given to proceed ahsed. Pilot
immediately ordered engines put at half speed and vessel picked up to about 8 knots.
At the same timc, pilot gave commend left rudder, thereby swinging ship off the cours
of 212° and onto a course of ﬂpprox1mﬁtflv 1600 or 1509, By this maneuver, pilot's
obvious iatentions were to cut inside of buoy 7#HV-3. The r.‘ulurl[ liculcdroute of
this convoy was on a coursc of 2120 until the j4IV-3 buoy was reached, then swinging
to a course of approximately 900 after the buoy was roundede.

He At 1018 pilot gave orders for full spced ahcad, and at about this time,
Convoy Commodore cali\” over the TBY system and suggested that MARINA be kept within
the swept channcl. Ilaster imuediately advised the pilot of the suggestion and almost
at the same time, 1019, a terrific explosion in the stern portion jarred the vessel
from stem to stern. Gencra and engines were 1ch atcly stopped.
Shaft alley door was opc wttempt was made to closc ite DBulk-
hseds on each side of the the explosion and door co only bc
closed to within sbout 3". .s0 was coring into the engine room f the sca,
directly through three wwwvlljuu which were broken. Eng*”o room flodded and vessel
began to take water rapidly from the stern and to 'settle by the sterm. Two stern
life rafts werc blowm overboard by the cxplosion. The British tug IMPIRE ROGERS ap-

.

proached and put aboard a tow linc. Shortly thereafter a U.S. Army tug camc up off
the port quarter and mgde fast along the side. Ship was taken in tow ond beached out-
side the breakwatcr at Le Fevre. Yo inforrmation obtained rogarding the disposition
of confidential codes but it is assumed that they were retained on board,

L

J Master ordered part of thc complement abourd to abandon ship and the; left
- ] Y

by stepping board an cscort vesscl which uuu-ulonrowdg. Remaindecr of personncl de-
partod after ship had been beuched. Total complemecnt on board was 100, including L5

merchant crew, 29 aArmed Guard, 1 U.S. Army Sc curltv Officer, and 25 E.S. Army per-

sonncl; &ll survived. 7 1
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5 No description of the mine was obtained,
Do It was the opinion of the Chief En

sincer tnat 75% of thc water wi
ine room camc through approximately a 3" opening of the shaft 171v
eved by the reporting .officer that it would have becn nccessary
p had the shaft alleys been tlosed when entering dangcrous watcrs
flooding of the enginc room.

o pr

The €O, U.S.laval Adwanced Bascd, Le Havre, has becn instructed to furthc
impress upon locel French pilots the neecssity of kecping wcll within swept chamnc)
in procccding tnrough mincd arcas. n addition thc arcas adjaccut to the approach

channcl have boon swept to a width of one mile fPom center linc of channcle

.
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