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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

LONG BEACH 2, CALIFORNIA

ADDRESS REPLY TO

DISTRICT COAST GUARD OFFICER (1)
ELEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT

REFER TO FILE: 661

16 January, 1946

To: The Commandant

Subj: Report of 0il Spill from SS MARINE LYNX in Long Beach Harbor,
9 January, 1946

Subject report is forwarded in compliance with instructions set forth in
Headquarters letter of 26 October, 1945. Original copy of same was forwarded
to the U.S. Army District Engineer, Los Angeles, this date.

EDWIN S. CAMPBELL
By direction

Incl

0il Spill report on
SS MARINE LIYNX
(1-10-46)

DECLAGSIFIED
oy A N3 -8e:23=11
gy LLL> WRA el
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
ELEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT

WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA

Address reply to

THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT

10S ANGELES

Refer to file 629.1.

10 January, 1946 /?;\'/(“ \\ /
([ s

Y, \"’ LJd
Tos DCGO, 11ND \~/) X

Subj: 0il spill from SS MARINE LYNX In Long Beach Harbor,
9 January, 1946

1 In compliance with Headquarters' Letter of 26 October, 1945,
subject, "0il Pollution; peacetime law enforcement by U.S. Coast Guard,"
the following is reported to you as a violation of the Federal 0il
Follution Act of June 7, 1924 (33 U.S. Code, Saction 431-437).

2. At about 1440, 9 January, 1946, oil (apparently bunker fuel oil)

was permitted to be discharged into the navigable waters of Los Angeles
Harbor from the transport MARINE LYNX while this vessel was moored at

Berth 17, Long Beach, pumping tanks. This vessel is of United States
Registry, is owned by the War Shipping Administration, is of approxi-
mately 12,420 gross tons and 8,500 net tonms, is approximately 522 feet in
length, uses oil for fuel, and her agent is Moore-McCormick Steamship lines.
At the time of the spill, her master was J.P. Beale, first mate was

J.R. Adams. The spill was noticed while pumping the tanks and is believed
+o be from a hole in the bottom of the ship.

b, Witnesses of this pollution were M.G. Moore, Long Beach, and

A.A. Thomas, Long Beach, Fhone Terminal 2-2632. William Donovan,

Cox., USCGR, attached to COTF,IA, arrived at the scene at 1640, and

while he did not actually witness the spill, he saw the oil in the water.
He also took a sample of the oil from the water; this sample is being
retained by COTP, LA, While it is very difficult to extimate the amount
of oil spilled into the water, the area covered wps approximately 2,0000
square feet.

be Commercial clean-up crew was ordered by the agents and clean-up
was immediately started.

G. B. GELLY

h

Incl
Two (2) copies of Report of Violationj Form NCG 2636




o6 260 UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
REPORT OF VIOLATION

—Captain of th o port, los Angeles
Wilmingten, Califernia
—Nednesday, Jan. 9, 1946

The . .5 STEAM MARINE LYNX XXX
*% PNationality) (Propulsion) (Name) (Official number)
wm ........................ REGISTERD (RT.
p( ome port) ' (Kind of document) . (Employment for which documented)
! 2 s T sl s 8,500 e
(%b) + (Gross tonnage) (Net’tonnage) " b (Approximate value)
'—.s_“ . (Name of owner) (Address of owner)
___________________ _-gﬂg . OREGAN
}’r»?me of master or person in charge) (Address of master or person in charge) 5
was boarded and examined at 3700 p-m., - Paeiflei at,  zone timeon _Nimth
(Day)
-M _______________________ y 19-“-_, in the -_:}m ................ Coast Guard DiStrict
Month)
- g county, State of Califernia
;"' m"]%!ame of county, if known) ’ (Name of State, if within a State)
while o a7 in Leng Beach, Harbor
m “ n erway%ngchored, ete.) (Body of water)
bearing = SeE. °, true, miles distant from !
(Prominent point of land)
(Lat. 2 ¢ ”” N., Long. Croli T - T 4 " W.).

The weather conditions prevailing at the time were as follows: __Clear R
(Moonlight, dark, fog, clear, ete.)

------------- Fresh Breese

Describe wind and sea using expressions such as “fresh breeze” ‘“‘rather rough sea,” etc.)

Port departed . Yokahama,-Japas - ; port destined

voyage.
i

(Inland, coastwise, oce‘ar;i

The following violations are reported:

VIOLATION STATUTE VIOLATED PENALTY

(Give brief statement of ,Yiolation such as “no fire | (Cite section of U. S. Code such | (Insert amount of penalty pro-
extinguisher on board.”) as, “46 USC 516.”) 1vided in statute for each vio-
ation.)

Permitted oil te be Discharged
frem this vessel inte the 33 U.S.C. 431- 437 § 500- § 2500
waters of the Les Angeles Harber |

h I= «
|

P I T —

16—30995-1
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REMARKS.—Give a brief yet informative statement of the facts constituting the violation. Since this
statement may be used in the process of remitting or mitigating the penalties involved, it is essential that
the statement include any pertinent information which might be helpful to reviewing officers in determin-
ing the nature of the violation, the degree of culpability, the likely effect of such violation on enforcement
generally, and the effect which the imposition of a penalty is likely to have on the offender. This state-
ment should also indicate whether or not the owner or person in charge was instructed as to the require-
ments of the law violated and should include any pertinent comments made regarding the violation by the
owner or person in charge: -

AT TIME OF SPILL TANKS WERE BEING PUMPED, THE DOCK GUARD MR. MOORE SEEMFD TO THENK
THIS WAS THE CAUSE OF SPILL., THE CHIEFEENGINFER MR, SWARTZ, THOUGHT THE CAUSE OF
TEE SPILL WAS THE HOLE IN THE BOTTOM OF THE SHIPVEICH A DIVER HAD DETECTED EARLIER
IN THE DAY, APPROXIMATELY FORTY BARRELS WERE SPILLED. THE POLLUTION AREA DID NOT SER!
SFEM TO BE INCREASING AT 1830, "

Williem Domovan

(Reporting officer)

Cex,

(Title)

Prepare two copies. Retain copy for files and forward original to District Coast Guard Officer.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—30995-1
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Ug‘f;i;,f:g’,"g;;,' WAR DEPARTMENT ¢
P.0. Box 5180-Mst.Siton, UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE -7
M i 751 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. “A :
Rl PALGB Y 7| 20 Fouruary 1946
SUBJECT: 0il Pollution, Leng Beach Harbor, 9 January 1946 -
(Trenspart, MARINE LYNX - Yar Shipping Administration)
TO: The United States Attorney
Federal Building R
Los Angeles 12, California o
Dear Sir:

Report of the above pollution case has been received from the
District Goast Guard Officer, Long Beach 2, California, duplicate
sopies of which are inclosed for your information.

Inasmuch as this is the first offense by this vessel, the spill
appears to have been unavoidable or accidental and not caused by
carelessneds or negligence on the part of crew members, and s commercial
clean~up orew was ordered immediately to clean the oil off the waters,

prosecution is not recomuended.

Copies of all letters pertaining to the case are inclosed for
your files.

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:
Very truly yours,

KENNETE P, PEEL
Chief, River and Harbor Seetiom
Ingineering Division

% Inclosures (in dups)
1. Copy of report dated (© Jan, 1946
2. Copy ltr, to CO Transport MARINE LYNX
3, Copy ltr. to District Coast Guard Offieer
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\ UZ’BE::;[E:@Q:“S:;;}O WAR DEPARTMENT 0
e P.O. Box 5180 - Mstro. Station, UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE
' Los Angeles 55, Calif. 751 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET
Bl LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 3
eply o . - < ”
Reforence: PALGE 20 Pebruary 1946

SUBIECT:  pil Pollutien, B Harbor, 9 January 1946 =
TRAL SPCRY AR 1 = Wer Shipping Administration)

Ter

c/0 ostmaster
atland, Oregon

le Report has been received by
1948 the Transpoert MARINT LYNY, pollu

United States with oil in the vieinity of

This is a violation of the Federal 0il I
(83 U, 8o Code, Sections 431~437) as well nd local
regulations, A copy of this report is in iJformation.

2 Because of the grest danger to ping and
. , g
=

harbor facilities involved in pollution vi District
Enginesr desires to emphasize the seriousne of this olfervu.

3a Particular attention is directed to Ssction 17 of River
and Harbor Act, approved 3 March 1899, relative to the protection
and preservation of the navif able waters of the United States and
the respomsibility of wffiou;u and Agents of the United States in
charge of river and harbor improvements, (See extract herewith
inclosed)

4s A supply of bogklets and notices prepared by tiois office
concerning the prevention of pollution of the nevigable waters of
the United “tates and the laws partaining to violaticns thereof are
inclosed, md 1t is requested that cor be furnished to responsible
orew members in order that they may be horoughly informed as to the
laws and, therefore, gpovern themselves accordingly,

FOR THRE DISTRTOM DNATVDDD
/4 2 A A taAvw 4 1YL - i

. P+ PEEL
Chief, River and Harbor section
Eng ingering Division

, &

4 Inclosures (in dup.) .
le Copy of report dated 10 Jan., 1946
2¢ Extract R & E Act
de¢ Pollution Bocklet
4, Pollution Notice






