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Via:  DCGO, 8ND

Subj: 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431-437; violation by
SS MARY M. DODGE, on 14 February, 1945. “

o Refs: (a) HQ ltr to all DCGO's 18 August, 1943 (CG-100.18 iin.).
(b) DCGO 8ND ltr to COTP, Galveston, 18 September, 1943,
~ (66l14) Enforcement of the Oil Pollution Act.
(¢) H3 Dispatch to all DCGO's 231920 (October).

In accordance with references (a), (b) and (c), inclosure is forwarded.
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L. A. WELSH

incl.
Copy of file in subject case.
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DCGO, 8ND (ops)

1 March, 1945

Tos: The Commandant (OPS)
Forwarded.

J.JJ. GIDIERE

By direction




CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)
GALVESTON, ‘TEXAS

6614 ‘

District Engineer, U, 5. Army,
Galveston, Texas

Sirs

The following is a report of the violation of the 0il Pollution Act of 1924,
33 USC, 431~437, by the SS MARY M. DOIGE, at Pler 3, Gglveston, Texas, on
1, February, 1945:

The 5§ MARY M, DOD3E, a liberty ship, is owned by the var Shipping Adminis-
tration, and operated by the South Atlantic Steamship Line, of Savannah,
Georgia. The lecal and gemeral agents are the Strachan Shipping Cempany,

U. S. National Bank Building, Galveston, Texas. At about 10:30 p.m., on

the date above mentioned, a spill eccurred on this vessel while taking on
bunker oil into the No, 1 double-bottom tank. The Chief Engineer, Mr.
Charles S. McCann, whose address is 5008 Chronicle Building, Heuston, Texas,
license No, 43919, states that apparently the spill was caused by a defective
discharge valve leadinz from ghe No. 1 to the No, 2 tank, preventing the oil
from entering the No. 2 tank., This caused excessive gas pressure in the No. 1
tank, thereby fo the oil through the two forward vents and spilling on
the deck., It is estimated that approximately three barrels of oil spilled
on to the deck, of which one~third ran through the scuppers into the waters
of the Galveston Harbor. The Chief Engineer is unable to figure any other
cause for the spill, and he will be unable to definitely check the valve
which he claims is not working properly until this particulsr tank is dry,
which in all probability will teke ninety days. During Lhe process of
loading this bunker oll, the tank was measured not more then ten minates
previous to the lpm, and at that time was slightly less than half-full.

The tank, which has a capacity of 900 gallons, held approximately 4U0 gallons
of 0fl at the time of the vpi.{l. This ease was reported to the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, U. 5. Cosst Guard, for his information and action.

Statements were taken from the Chief Engineer, Mr. Charles 3. ldcCann, the
Assistant “mr, Mr, Walter H. Herst, Robert L. Campo of the U. 8. Navy,
and Coastguardsmen Stan Weiner, Warrant Gboatswain, and Otto McDonald, sea-
- man first class of the Voluntary Port Security Force, Galveston, Texas.
Copies of these statements, together with a copy of the imvestigator's
report are attached for your information. Samples of oil were taken from
the water on the starboard side of the vessel and from the deck on the
starboard side of the vessel, by Stan Weiner, Warrant Boatswain, and




File 6614

Distriet Engineer, U, S, Army,
Galveston, Texas ‘

Otto MeDonald, seaman first class. Fhese samples, together with the
original of the statements taken, will be retained by this office for

use b’ the U, 8, ﬂttorm'
-

Very truly yours,
L. A« WELSH

1 - Copy of investigator's report. _‘
2 = Copy of statement by Charles §. MeCann

3 - Copy of statement by Walter H. Herst

4 - Copy of statement by Robert L. Campos v

5 = Gopy of Joint statement by Stan Weiner and Otto McDonald

GC - The Commgndant, U. 5. Coast Guard, Washingtom, D, C. /
m, CND, New orl.a”’ La.
U, S. Distriet Attorney
0inC, Marine Inspection, Galveston, Texas ‘
War Shipping Administration, Galveston, Texas \




Calveston, Texas
PORT SECURITY OFFICLEE
6604

17 February, 195

To: . Gaptain of the Port, Oalveston, ‘exas -
Subjs 04l Pollution Act - 5,8, MARY ¥, DODGE; violation of

1. . This case invelyes the 5,5, WARY ¥, DODGE, a liberty ship, operating
under the American flag. She has a capacity of 7,176 gross tons, She’

B by the far Shipping Adninistration, Washington, D.C,, and the
operator is the South stlantie Stesmship Line, Savannah, Ceorgia. The
local and general agents sre the Strachan Shipring Compeny, U.S. National
Bank Building, Galveston, Texas, The home port of this vessel is San
Franciseo, California.

2. The 5.5. MARY M, DODGE arrived in Galv.ston 10 February, 1945, and

on bunker oil. This vessel is under the commend of Henry ¥, Foster, 2708
Neal Street, Hampten, Virginia, license nusber 176147, lssued 30 September,
1945, in Portland, Maine. , -

3. mmmmmmumou-pmuwwup
p.m.on 14 February, 1945, and immediately proceeded to the scene of the
spill. when I arrived at Pier i,lmmnutMuupotthc
water between the S5 MARY M. DODGE and Pier 5. 04l had flown through
n«mmmmdmmmmumm,ua
mn“t.:mumwmm.mmwsom.
whcnlmtamd,mmuuonutho“tmmrmardmtst.o
about midship on the starboard side., Sawdust had been placed on the oil
on deeck, to aid in preventing some of it from flowing into the water,

b The writer received a signed siatement from Charles S, MeCann,

Chief Engineer, 5008 Chronicle Building, Houston, Texas, who hae &

Chief Engineer's license no. 43919, issued 13 November, 194k. He stated
that he was assigned to this ship on 14 Pebruary, 1945, and that she started
taking on bunker oil at Pier 5, at about 9¥50 a.m., 14 February, 1945.

He sald they were pumping oil in No. 1 déuble-bottom tank, with a pressure
of tbout 4O to.45 pounds, when the oil ran out of the forward vents on

the pert side and starboard side of the ship, at sbout 1030 14 February, 1945,
The Chief Engineer stated further, that he thought the reasen fer the oil
spill was due to the discharge valves leading from No., 1 tank to Mo, 2 tank
being out of order, and the oil failing to enter No. 2 tank, caused
excessive gas pressure in o, 1 tank, and instead of flowing into tank Wo. 2,
the oil flowed cut through the two forward vents, and spilled on deck.




Captain of the Fort
6614
17 Pebruwry, 1945

fle sadd the oil ram on deck bsek te sbout miedh p, and then through the
scuppers on esch slde, He further stated that when the spill cccurred, he
had pumped aboub 400 gallons of oil 4 te No. 1 tank, messuring 2 fe-t 10
inches, and when this tank is full it avasurel 7 feot and holds 900 gallons.
ir, loéam estimsted that about three barrels (42 gal ons) of eil spilled on
deck snd sbout one barrel ren through the seuppers inte the water,

5. i received a signed statement from Walter H, Herst, Znd “got. ingineer,
2033 Harrisberg Housten, THues, lisesse Yo, 414299, fssued in
valvis when the spill cecurred. He said he ssw that oil had run ocut the
forward vent en the starboard slde, n deck and through the seuppers into

the vater. #@ sald nct over & barrel ran into the water, Herst claims thal
he took the sounding in No. 1 do ble~Botiom Lank sbout ten minutes befere

the spill, snd the tank messured 2 little over two feel, wnieh would indléste
thet it was not full, He sald he bell ved the reascn for the spill

a8 due teo Ne, 2 ling valve being ocut of wder, and the prossurs

tids tank, through the vente, snd then spill-d

-
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ter cbiained & statement from Robert L. Campo, Sea.le USH(R), whe
m~wmdmssm ¥, DONGE, Hie nome address is
e hé¢ wss standing gangsay watch when the

sow the oll flowing on deck, running back toward midehip,

: | the starboard side, down the plates into the

the ship. These samplcs »ere taken to the "og Siationm,

Ge The Merchant Marine Inspector's Uffice wae notified of tils oil spill
en 14 FPebruwry, 1945,

10,  Signed statements have been secured from Charles &, MeCsnn, Ghief
Engineer; valter H, Ne st, 2nd Aset. Inginecr; Robert L. Campo, USN)A):
sten Welner, Boatswein and Utto WeDonald, Jea.le of the V.P.i.F., Galvesten,

Texus,. K

lloger Ba by, Cép.
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Peb. 15, 1945

Walter H., Herst, 2nd ass't engineer, aboard the
My home address is 8033 Harrisberg Blvd.,
I was assigned to this ship on Feb. 14, 1945.

S.5.MARY M. DODGE.
Houston, Texas.

My name is

mmu
i

Not over a barrel
I did not see any oil on the port

side.

was between the ship and the

rm

1M mha
i

ﬁm;
mm:. m
mm¢u w

My

engineer's license No. is A-14299, issued in Hew London, Conn.,

1 tank forced the

order and pressure forming in No.
through the vents and spilled on deck.

I believe that the reason for the spill is due to No, 2 filling valve

oil in No. 1 tank

being out of

/8/ Walter H. Herst




Feb. 15, 1945

My name is Robert L. Campos, Seale, USN. I am on
the Navy gun crew aboard the S.S. MARY M. DODGE.
I was standing gangway watch when the oll
oceurred about 10:%0 p.m., Feb. 14, 1945. first
saw the oil flowing on deck on the starboard side
and the oil was running back toward midship, 1
saw the oll when it ran through several scuppers
on the starboard side and ran down the plates into
the water. I do not know where the oil came from.
Oyer a barrel of oil (42 gal.) ram into the water.
1 did not see any oil on the port side. My home
address is Grand Forks, N. D.

/S/ Robert L. Campos




1k Feb. 1945
Subject: 04l Spill on the DODGE at Pier 5 at 2330

0.McDonald phoned in and said the DODGE had spilled oil at 2330
on Pier 5. I called Chief Bagby who instructed me to get two
samples of oil from the water and the deck of the DODGE.

McDonald told me thatthe Chief Engineer was told to fill the
deep tanks first, but they filled the smaller ones first,

causing a spill.

I brought the samples to Pier 18, and phonedChief Bagby of my
findings.

MeDonald said that he estimated that 100 gallons of oil wes
spilled. I got the samples from the water on the starboard
side of the ship and the port side of the dock, the deck sample
was gotten off the starboard side,

/8/ Stan Weiner
Warrant Boatswain

 /8/ Otto lMcDonald
Seale




