&Ih“ (Ht‘h cit 3, l)[u..)

The First Assistant stated that four 1life rafts were cut adrift and
end one of them "busted up." The two port side lifebouts were
:hen the torpedo struck, The two starboard boats were lowered
in a moderately rough sea wsithout any difficuities. They were equippe
rith in hoocks. Vessel had no way upon her,

o

Second Nate complained the "™Army rationa™ were too sweet., 5
well of the milk tablets,

Second Hate recommended lifsboats be carried in the “olio‘iaj
manner, in order to facilitate thelr launching, and he also made other
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rac etions, ag followss
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There 18 a way like wo used to have on the ¥, & M, whare I
t ups %e used to swing one boat with a strongback, They
> > * 4 -~ % 3 iy e * S e g 3 ATOL 3 1 ™, . -
al : way acrosg two back {enders made around like t ,n*s. Take our

‘ wtent davits, 1f you will take that strongback just at the edge of the

ar your boat domm to and gripe it. On 2 Hog

t davit and {
Island ship you 1ife boat to the of her house and you have
r fenders in and your gripe reil here, you can gripe her in.

You can tighten the bottom gripes iIf you want to. But that i1s too low,
raly too low, If they compel you to swing that boat, I

captain, entd
should say the fenders should be made like that, But if you lower the
t level with the house, there is nothing in the world to keep her from
i1ling up. If you take = 1life boat and i1l her full of water, she ain®t
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*C. That boat wes swung out directly over where the torpedo hit?
*i. Yes, sir., Ho, 2 and No. 4.

e« The water from the splash of the torpedo filied that boat?
®*A. To show you what the forece of that water ig —~ the top of ny
room was elove completely in.

« From the explosion of the torpedo?

"A. If you get that much forece, what is it to do %o & 1ifeboat?

That is two things I certainly object to. Pgtt*r* inbourd grab rails on
the bottom, and also swinging lifebo td. Take them clear of the davits and
sve them ready to lower. It donf?t teke but o few seconds to swing one of

o i
thap ‘,‘-J_t‘.‘— O“to

"2« In reference to the grad rail, did you find that it is apt to
pal the ‘.).:-.s"':r O the v “-'} 13 _k',.‘u-l‘i

: Te nouhﬂr thing t is not what you might ca very solid.
L - B 3 3 o~ ! -
. that grsd would grab ovuﬂ to the side of this gangway, and yn continued
rirg boat, something is going to give, It is poing to put & holé in the

- L = .Ja-.,,

ide of that boat and mh“ is useless to you.




*0, What projections were there on this ship's side that the grab reil

caught on?

¥i, On the ladder and the gangway.

*Q, How did you overcome this? By breasting the boat off?

"A. Seﬁﬂinr three sailors down to breast her off, but I had to wait
for them sailors to come back from relessing the rafts on the poop.*

that, when the first torpedo hit the vessel, a large
K ] &+
rent up into the air end smashed the port boats, and carried

at two of the 1life rafts were relased by members of

er two, on the forward deck, by the action of the torpe

T ry to the statement of the First Assistant, sald that he
obs rafts in the water aftersards and, #o far &s he was able
to o s were not damaged on striking the water., He stated that
a}l saving eguipment functioned properiy.

3 feboats of the HARY sailed for 6 days and 6 r*‘*ts, covering

sout 450 miles, and were picked up by the ALCOA SCOUT about 38 miies NE
Beorgetown,British Guiana, and as a result of this experience, the

sater sugrested that two sells be put on all lifeboats, a jib sail and

sain sall., He stated thet he could not think of any further Tequire-

sents and he wes of the opinion that boats were amply provisioned. He
14 gtate that there is danger of grab rails welded to the botiom of the

o .

boats hooking up on the gangways and sucl projections on the ship's pide,

nd he was of the opinion that one grab reil on the other side wouid be

Second Aﬁnibt‘R* Engineer claimed he found the provisions very
id“ tisfactory. He stated that they suffered mostliy from

nosure Statad that he understood provisions were added %o

ave the

A(

smburn and ex;
the Captain's bﬂ:t ﬂc. 3, from one of the damaged port boats, G

- €
‘ollowing additionsl information in regerd to provisions:

"0, If{ you bad not taken additional provisions, and perhaps you
didn't in your boat, w:s there & sufficlent amount withoul taking some
ror other bo ?

"a After six days I believe we had —— are they 15 gallon darrels

drums of water - I think on the fifth day we started on the
sther 15 gallons of water but we had sufficient provisions as far as the
ezn goods and chocolates and vitamins were concerned, those B.R.A, tablets
I think 1t was,

*Q. You mean the ﬁ.? Ge milk tablets,

. e
"A., ¥e had sufi ent of those. We ran out of crackets, That was
the only thing we ran out of.

" Yere they the square gret type?
"."‘4. Y";il 75‘1‘-

" Do you consider those very good.
*A. Yew sir, they were very good.

fle




"By Ca

", Do you beliesve the N,.R.G, mill tablets are probably better than
the chocolate tableta?
"A. That I don't know, All of the food we had, had a tendency to
tarn the E;pw%’:&titf?.
®0, Were they thirst provoking?
*2. I wouldn't say they were thirst provoking. ¥We sll survived rother
: 5 Eana' o — S o 0 g T
nicely on the provisions of ter issued, There wasn't any undue thirst
Y . o % o 2. . e ~rd 3 o
vith tongues hanging out. They managed nicely during period of @ BY
hen heat was intense when you wou.d be inc
visions given they are sufficient to carry 3
orning.*
Allso stated thail nons frames let po from the cylinder tanks
on the rafts when thay were rslessed overboard.
The following is tsksn fron the teatimony the Second Assistant:
'3, Did you get cold at night time?
"A. es I did, I had n.“}ir: but & rain cozt and anderclothes,
14 ortunate that =y rain coat wag there, Dut 1t was & '11§;ﬁ chilly
fonally at ni n you eouidn?t see to ride the waves and there
be 1ittle s would have to sit there
", hat tyne life nreserver 14 o302 Ve’
-
~.l
"Q. Kapok filled jackets or cor
"4, That I don't inow, I didn't se« >
"Ce You cen cor hy eling, it is hard, both Balsa wood and
sork are hard, Kapok isn't hard, it is sol't, nmore like eotiom.
"A. FRo, we didn?t have tf t type.
.
Ui » on boat deck., I heard
“ ad
"
-
ﬂ;'.
"g, Did von notice at any time in waldn;
on 1ife rafts, which you occuasional the
re wag for releasing rafts?
WA, QGear? They had comething on chain and pin overlapping pin
t would grab, 14t up, or grad up and 1% would trip,

e Mills




gear witi ball.”
the releasing gear

-

in the

"3y Mr.Carlaont

Hote - Cantuin Ksbernagel is apparen
L3

Pid you notice closely, and you

tly talking about

Ve

1{feboets,)

ot

wouid have to notice closely,

be o
to ses by vhat mesns the corner of ralts wers Secured, was 1t by nails or
bolts, or both?

"A, With bolts or it was welded, Do you mean the stem?

"}, I mean a'ovvdcs':z erate that incloses the eguipment and buoysnt tanks,.
It was & scuere raft wasn't 1t? I wonder if this pertic 1lar ues bolted,.
You ecould see it like you see here (demonstrating on bench).

"Ac I couldn't ua:udbel_‘«' gsay becsuse I wouldn't say I gave it thatl
close inspection.

'Qe AnYyway you nnga

#A., Eone at all as

PRUSA
(Additional testlmony.
for other testimony on

the U.8.5. LASS

Y
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diffioulty with rafts?
28 letting them loose.®

(December 19,1 341)

See previous memorandum of 21 April 1942,

this case.)

Hagtor stated that & heavy swell weas run in after the ship was
andoned and the sea anchor carrled awasy. On leaving t' e ship, he atated,
sne orovisions in his lifeboat were about 80 pounds of hardtack, £ brezkers
of wa (28 gallons), a case of milk and c gage of cherries. Expecting
long passage, the dally rations per man were Uwo ‘f)".sc;i* a oup m;:l
palf of water, and to each meal a ean of milk, divided wonwdt all hends,.
Eester stated the vessel was bound from Honolulu %o Panams, lafe Ilono,:u.u
- December 16 and was torpedced ou the morning of December 19 at 5:30 a.m.
The ter ration was Lementad on J.u wxy 4, vhen heavy rain fell,
snd vater was caught for nking, end everybody in the boatl drank &8s muach
as nossible, From that time on, it I L;w rm viiy ;'\.-e-.-,l_« svery day, but
the The Second Mate died on Jenmuary 16, On Jenuary
19, boat, they made Nikinau Isla nd of the Gilbert
IO ertls ptatemant followss
"on Jenuary 24th Mr, Baker, the fou wan . canoe
Island of Deru, about 30 xfxi..d;» (:i;z-.,\‘.bC", in order to lykes
He returned on Janusry 30th and on &=1.=:-,z~:*;v < took me to Derau.
third voyage %o di*{inru Igland tnn Chief Bugineer Knee, Assistunt
Bartlett, and latertender Stewart were h ken to Beru. On Harci
s.mu. those of us on Bera boarded the Fijli Covernment vessel "DEGEI® which
d to Nikinau and picked up the other members of the crew on that
On March 18 at 8300 s.m, we arrived at Suva and left Suve on

for San Franelsco, where we landed




