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To: THE COMMANDANT (OPS) o 5
- :’?g ‘:T’:

Via: DCGO, 8th Naval District (ops) =5
Subj: 01l Pollution Act, 1924; violation of " — 5
1, Forwarded herewith for your information is report g;: o
of violation of 0il Pollution Act, 1924 (U.S.C, Title 33 = P

Sec. 431-437), furnished in compliance with General Order
No. 7, U. S. Treasury Department, U. S, Coast Guard, dated

2 September, 1941,

2, Analysis of oil discharged into the Mississippi
River, together with analysis of oil from vescel, has been
forwarded with report to the District Engineer, War Depart-
ment. Copy of report has been forwarded to the U, S, At~

torney.

Incls
1., Report of W.A.Sickinger, C,Sp(PS)USCEGR - 12 Sept., 1944
2. U, S, Customs Laboratory Report #2352/3 - 11 Sept., 1944

Ind-1

DCGO, 8ND (ops)
6614

15 September, 1944
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New Orleans, .
28 August, i944

My name is Joseph A, Cedotale, and I reside
in No., 911 Inippendence St,, Wew Orleans, La, I
am pregently salling aboard the towm% vessel
MATAGORDA 28 Semond Asst, Engineer, would state
that on 28 August, 1944 the Chief Engineer ordered
the ghip trimmed because she had a slight list to
gtarboard, In order to do this it was necessary
to move owr fuel oil from the center deep tank
into the nmmber two deep tanks comprising a port
and ptarboard tank, It was about 10330 a.m. when
we began and I was standing on the siern of the
tug operating the trimming valves, Within a short
time I saw fuel oil ce up out of the plug over
the port tank, I lmmediately elosed the valve to
that tank and wiped up the oll which reached the
deck, It was at about this time that the Chief
Mate told me that there was oil on the water in
the river on our starboard side, I looked and
gsaw the oil on the water, shut off the valve on
the starboerd tank and relayed the information
to the Chief Engineer who shut down the pumps.
The oil which got into the river came through the
overflow line on the starboard side of the ghip
below the water liney, This was caused by over-
flowing the number two tenks. At the most, one
barrel of oil got into the river and it was clean
fuel oil, a light diesel, The above statement is
trme and correct in d@etail,

JOSEXH A, CEDOTALE
2 Apst, Enfineer
M/V MATAGORDA

Withnesse:

Wne A, Sickinger
¢.3p. (PS) USCER
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New Orleans, La.
28 August, 1944

My name is Charles W, Sikes and 1 resldie
in No. 2343 Forbes Street, Jacksonville, Fla,
I am presently sailing aboard the towing veagsel
MATAGORDA as Chief EZngineer, The vessel is the
property of the W,S.A,, and is being operated by
Moran Towing and Transportation Company, Inc,
17 Battery blace, New York Gity, On 88 iugust,
1044 at about 10:30 a,m,, the MATAGORDA was moored
to Bienville Street Wharf, Mew Orleans, La., headed
wpstream, 1t was necessary at this time to pump
out the eontents of the number one center deep and
put it into number two deep so thal clean, fresh
fuel could be placed in the number one center deep.
The number one center deep contained oil and water,
the oil being & light diesel, It wag during this
pperation that, becsuse of defective tankometers,
shout one-half barrel of oil came through the over-
£1low line ag the number twe deep tanks were over-
flowed, I was watehing the tankometers personally
at the time of the overflow and know that they
were defective, being off by about 2500 gallons.
The sbove statement is true and correct in detail,

0. W, SIKES
Chief Engineer
M, Ve MATAGORDA

Witness:

Wm, A, Sick er
C.8p.(P8) USCER

CERTIFIZD TO BE A TRUD COPY
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4 olednpen H.0:
Semple from line connecting fl cwter deap to #2 dappe,
Coust Duord l’m%v Vounagl ¥°% MATAGNEDA ¢

Manville 98, wherfy ssaple Oron Mlolssippd Plver %
inhonrd elde MV 8Ty 0RDE

A lysie,.

One «ample of od) and ons meaple of aflwrmber mirtave
Sumple wen Lrom Ling

Tare! volteas 575 wle, 5i3 slse
Perosnt oil 100.0 57

Poresnt allesedisent 'oml O8] e OV P

Paromt watar oy 6.8

Oddor petrolean prtralars
Spoed 1o Geevity (28 Q) 0,830 08420
Sapond (estion tost minersl oll minersl o4l
Int%isl betling peint 05 ¢ 18 ¢
Flancasoence tost lubriesiing odl Jubricatiyp ol

These snalyses show that the ofl portlens of trese sampler srs llght
prireisun ofle. The an lyser and physicadl propertiss (oder, alt»r,
viesosity) show tho olls b ve simil-r shuveeteristics,

Gy George E, Bacwors, Acting




