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24  Novenb®r,   1944

To:                  The  Oormandant   (One),  U.   S.   Coast  Guard.  Washington,I).  a.

Subject:       S.S.`  14AREW  8.  BEADY;   auspect®d  8abotag®  onbo8Id;   Case  No.   gce

Source:        Letter from lnaster  of  subject  vessel  to  U.  S.  Naval  Intellteenco,
Naples,  Italy,  14 November,  1944.

Facts:           On  20 November,  1944,  at  about  2130.  thlle  oDboard  said  ve8col
investigating  acts  of  pilfemg®.  the  JEELster  gave ne  a  copy  of  the  letter
lndlcated  as  source,  enclosed  her®wlth.    It  ia8  too  dark  at  the  tln®  to
properly  e=anthe  sueb  anchor  rindlass.    On  21 November,  1944,  while  still  in-
vestteatlng  acts  of  pllfemg®  onbo8rd.   1t  was  declaed  to  oxamlre  tbo  anchor
windla88.    It  was  l®amed  that  the  plTot  rod  of  the  Starboard  anchor ulndlass
which  works  as  a  fulce`m for the  rod  fron the  operating  am  to  the  gear  that
ne8heg  vlth  the  steaJn  drlTen  operetlng gear  ln  order  to  engage  or  dle®ngag®
the  -lldoat  had  brokeD  its  threaded  stud.    This  break had  tckea  place  a  short
distance  ln  from  tbe  choulder  of  such  pivot  rod,  tbereby  putting  the  acttral
break  insld®  the  Housing  of  tbe  casing.    In  this  posltlon.  no  cbisel  or  oth.r
tool  could bare  been  used  oD  lt.    There  was  no  indlcatlon  on  the  rod  or  the
r®latod  parts  of  the  anchor vindlaB8  that  any  Buoh  tanperlng had  taken  plac.
or  that  any  violent  froan8  had  been  used.    Slnoe  the  rod  and  Stud  had  been  ro-
palr®d,  the  poopl®  who  eminlned  the  Stud  and  effected  the  repalr8 were  qves-
tloped  and  statemeDt8  obtained  fran  them.    The  gtatemeDts  Of  mrry Gorman,
let  A8st.  Eagr„  and  deorgB  G.  Janigon,  Acting  neck  Engr.,  whiob  are  8.lf-
expla]:Latory  are  attached h®r®to.    N®1ther  statement  indlcate8  sabotage.    "e
chl®f  engineer,  Hr.  Ralph Nantau,  and  the  chief mte,  Hr.  I,owrence  E.  "ompson,
were  also  questlrmed.    The  former  gave  his  oplnlon  that  tb®  break occurred  ty
linproper me8hing  of  the  goers  and  belied  any  possibility  of  sabotage.    The
chief mte  doubted  the  sabotage  and  further  stated  that  h®  conslder®d  that  any
tine  lng  as  a  result  of  auoh  break  was  negllglbl®.    James  N.  Nouery,  acting  deck
maintenance,  who  va8  operating  the  anchor  rindlas8  the  ntsht  ln  que8tlon  Stated
that  when  the  break  was  discovered  they  merely  used  a  Crowbar whloh  18  alwny]
on  hand when  operating  the  windlass  to  nosb  tbe  gears.    Aooordlng  to Nouory,
Bueh  netbod m8  no  glower  thou  uglag  the  hood  operating wheel  of  the  am  screw
and  that no partlcolar  doley was  experienced.

Oonclus ions :
Therelva8 no  ®vldence  or  lndloGitlco  that  the  above  break  "8  caused

by  en  act  of  cabotnge.    The  lndlcat`lonB  Were  that  Buoh break veg  a  nomal  oas-
unltyofusa8®.                          `.  :,~\lpr,L|.bL4|            ,i   \[`16\`

Qb¢VprT{~T"`"fu¥\:::,¢\*`t;Ej"    :   LT)j*j"S      \            ~`
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per   Art.    76   |3)   (b)   Nap
Regulations.

Recommend atl cm :
It  is  reoommend®d  the  above  oag®  be  closed.

Action:        No  actloa  tak®a.    Conclusions  reported  to  navel  Imtolllgeno.,
23  HoveDber,1944.    Copy Jof  this  report  to  be  fomard®d  Navel  Intelligene®,
Napl®8 .

U.  S.   Coast  G`iard
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PI
ss  mTTEEw  8.   BRADr
Haples  Harbor

november  14,   1944

U.  S.  Naval  Intelligetice,
Naples,  Italy

Gent lemon :

I  have  to  report  a  sorlou3 damge  to  thl8  8hlp ihlch  dLay have  been
an  act  of  Sabotage.

We  w®I.e  lying  in  tbe  outer  harbor  ln  35  fathoms  during  the  8outberly
gale which  cane  up  the  Bight  of November  15.    "®  Starboard  ancbor  was  out with
7  ghackleg  clan  and  the  port  anobor  with  4  Bhackle8.    The  anchors  dl.agged  8o  .a
had  to  turn  the  engine  dead  slow.    We  her  Bhlps  olo8®  all  around  so  ve   could
not  safely  get  under way.

At  daybreak  we  h®atod  up  the  port  azichor  and  then  -ished  to  heave
up  the  starboard  ancbor.    It  was  then  found  tbat  the  post  supportlag  the  lock-
ing  gear TaB  broken.    Fortunately  we  w®r®  able  to  engage  tbe  gears  with  a  top
Jnaul ,

Hocov®r,  due  to  the  delay,  colll®1on -as  namowly avoided with
another  ship.

This  chip  ls  under  charter  to  the  S.I.a.  and ve  have  a  cargo  of
Uar  suppll®s  from  Su®2;  for  discharge  here.

H®]Bb®r.  of  the  crow have  broken  into  the  holds  and  pllfor®d  Cargo.
Much  hag  been  found  but  more  has  probably  been  Sold.    Colrmander  Cmlg  of  the
U.  S.  coast  Guard.  as  you  probably  lmow,   1s  lnvostigatlng  the  Case.

Here  at  anchor  I  have  done  what  I  bave  been  able  to  think  of  to
oondltlon  the  [nen  for  further  q`rostloning  by  Connand®r  Craig,  When  v®  b.rth.
Some  of  them are  under  great  nervous  strain.    P®tty  acts  of  111  will  have  boon
cormltted.

I  should  be  glad  lf  you  Could  visit  tbis  ship  to  look  at  the  dannge
end  lot  ne  know  your  oplnlon.

I  have  llets  of  the  crow  arranged  in  the  order  of  inoroaBing  probable

si:::r::e%:i::8:;1::::®r#:e:a:®inp££r;?whriE:u±L::¢::r::s°:nv::¥i::tti::
suspeot8  to  atout  10  crew m®froers.    'rm  act  of  sabotage,   if  such  it  18,  uould
probably  have  been  commltt®d  by  one  ifl  the  sam  group.

AFTaitlng  your  pleasure,  I  an,

COPY

Respectfully  yours ,
/9/  8.  A.  I rREjFsf "

Master
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COAST   Gt}ARD   R,ffiRCHANT   3,,unlNE   r]ETAII]

EN I IAElassificolion   i:[`j:I,:trgng¥e:38io::Xo¥fice
i.",`,`n   gradir`f`,

pL.I   ,Ar_t     .,`~.,`.  U   {b,  ELg::#£e{£:  I;4,a
Reguloti.?ns.

HARRY  GORIdJLN,   First  Ass'-i.   Engineer,   215  York  St.,   Cenden,   N.   J.,   I.icense  Ho.131899
(Z-313165)  having  first  been  duly  sworn  and  informed  of  his   rights  made  the  fofro`IIing
statement  under  oath  on  21  Novem,ber,   1944  aboard  the   S.S.  MATTHEnr  a.   BEADY:

Q.    Mr.   Gorman,   do  you  ]mow  anything  about  the  broken  anchor  gegir?
A.    Yes,   inasmuch  &s  the  captain  told me  to  inspect  it.

Q.    When were  you  told  to  inspect  it?
A.    I  would  say  approximately  6  hours  after  it  happened,  though  it  had  been  brought  to

my  attention  immediately  after  it  took  place.                        ,

Q.    When  did  it  happen?
A.    Sometiitie  early  in  the  moming;   I  found  out  through  the  chief.

a.    Did  you  have  anything  more  to  do  with  the  anchor  gear?
A.    Yes  sir;  between  8  and  9,  Captain  Andersen  requested  that  I  go  forward  and  have  a

look  at  the  broken  part.

Q.     Did  you  do   so?
A,     Yes.

Q.    What  did  you  find?
A.    Upon  examining  the  broken  part,   I  detected  no  signs  of  sabotage  or  maliciousness®

Q.    Describe  the  break  in  the metal.
A.     It was  the  stud;  it was  a  jag,ged  break.

Q.    Was  there  any.  evidence  in  this  jagged  break  that  a  portion  of  it  might  have  been
broken  previously?

A.    Considering  the  fact  +,hat  the  threads  were  screwed  into  a  sleeve,  it  would  be  im-
possible  to  determine  whether  or not  there  was  an  open break when  I  first  look  at
the  stud  for  inspection.

Q.    Fthere  was  the  break  on  this  stud  in relation  to  the  housing?
A.     I  would  say  a-{)proximately  a  full  1/2''  beyond.  the  housing  (2  threads).

Q.    Would  it  be  possible  to  chisel  a  break  at  this  particular  point  Qf  the  stud?
A.    Ilo,   it  would  be  ixpossible  due  to  the  fact  that  the  threads  were  cot.ipletely  inolosed

in  the  housing.

a.    Ffould  it  be  possible  by  a  blow  on  either  the  nut  or  this  rod  proper  fo  effect  a
break  at  the  particular  point, where  the  break  occurred?

A.     Yes,   it  would  be  possible.
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that  .uch `e blow uts  given ®1th®r  the  rod or the

A.    No  sir,  there -ag  no  lndieatlcin whatsoever.    You  can  8®e  that  lf tbey used
a  h®avy  htLBLBBr  on  lt,  it  would  1®&ve  a mrk  (efiibltlng  pLtot  rod).

Q.   What  did you  report  to  the JbaBter  a8  a result  of  your  ln8pectlon?
A.   Tell,  upon  oompl®tlng  the  inspection  of  the broken  pltot  am,  I  infom®d

the master that  to  ny thowl®dg®,  there was  ro  slgn8  of  sabotage  or  that
the  plrot had  in any my toen tenper®d with.    I would like to  agath point
out  that  lf  the  gpars vere  not  properly nesh®d,  it would  cause  undue  gtrain
on  the  st`rd which  iirould  be  a ]boazL8  of  breanng.

Q.    How buch  ®ngln®®rlng  ®xperlenee  ha[T®  you  haaeA.kbi::i::r=dA:tEL:I:e:==A4¥:°=:!n£Tio:#n::8r::uiThirirs®?LT:.A¥s.;
Engr,  and  up  to  this  tlJne,  6 months  as Aetlng  ELr8t  Asst.  Engr.

Q.    DO  you  pr®8ently  Carry  a  Second  ABBt.  mgr.B  I.1oens®?
A.    Yes,

\

sworn ro AND  sursaRIED  EERE  RE
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22  Hovenb®r,  1944

GEORE  a.  ctREu#\:ri.ct|ng  peck Engfroer,  455 keltb St.,    PlttBburgb,  Pa.,
Certlflcat® No.  C-103905  (ZLa55250),  haring  first  been  ddy  sworn end  lrfoxpea
of  his  rl8btg  "rd®  the  following  stat®mt  under  oath  on  81 lfoTede®r,  1944
aboard the  S.S.  IaAREW 8.  ERAor:

Q.    Do  you Jaor anythlqg  about  the  brock on the  pivot  rod of the  8tartoard
anchor gear  on  rs  NovedLber.  1944?

A.    They went  to  use  the  anchor wlndlag3  and then  it  was  warmed  up  they  vent
to  flro  the gearlng and  found out  the  rod mg  broke.   mat  is all I  mow.

Q.    Did  you  ®]ramine  the  broken  rod?
A.    Yes  sir,  I  e=i=ajnined  lt,  tock  lt  apart  and  tried  to  lnalso  repelrB.

a.    D®8orib®  the  break  in  the  rod.
A.    It "as  a  clean  brealc  inside  the housing.

Q.    Did  you notice uh®ther there  were  any  lndleatlobs  that  anybody had hit  lt
with any  sort  of ln:plement  to  broal= 1t?

A.   Ho  sir.    The  actal  1s  pretty veil battered up;  you  oouldn.i  tell thether
anything veg  being  used on  lt.    I  don't  think  anybody Would  take  a chleel
to lt,

Q.    Was  there  anything  about  lt  to  indlcat®  a  chisel  mB  ug®d?
A,   h,a  sir,

Q.   Was  there  anything  about  the  rod  that  you Would  say would  indicate  that  a
hammer or  any other  hoary  lnetrunont m8  used?

A.    No  ©1r,  thez)e  wasp.t.

a.    13  there  anything  further you hare  to  cap about  this  that apu haton.t  been
asked  about?

A.    Ho  sir.

slgnea     .±T+T€..f  ,TT T     T'`4       /€LLjz~T,~:<TjT+i  ,:```T+,
Georco  a.  Jmlso

sHcfiN  To  AND  suBsenlREI]  EroRE  RE

TElus  2i+.J nAT or I  a-,a i:I j[ ho, 1944

i/_..;jj„;,\;)2/.f.a.fo.I.rf
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