SS MATTHEW P. DEADY

On 4 November, 1944, the SS MATTHEW P. DEADY, a liberty
type freighter was struck by a Japanese suicide plane on the
port side of No. 1 hold while anchored at Tacloben, Leyte.
Twenty-eight of the three hundred sixty-four personnel on board
were killed by the explosion of the plane and part of the highly
inflammeble cargo was immediately set fire. The following ver=-
batim testimony of the master of the MATTHEW P. DEADY concisely
describes the effectiveness of the ships fire fighting equipment:

"Phe explosion set off 150 cylinders of acetylene gas that was
on the foredeck, starboard side. These cylinders exploded and
set fire to drums of gasoline, fuel oil and sulphuric acid which
was on deck. The fire was fought with all means at hand and was
controlled after about one hour's fighting."




