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SS   RATTHEW  P.   DRADY

0n  4  November,   1944,   the  SS  RATrmEW  P.   BEADY,   a  liberty
type  freighter  m8  8truok  by  a  JaLpane80  8uioido  plane  on  the
port  Side  of  Ho.1  hold  while  aLnchored  at  Taolotxin.  L®yto.
twenty-eight  of  the  three  hundred  Sixty-four  personnel  on  board
wore  killed  ty  the  .xplo8ion  of  the  pleine  and  part  of  the  highly
inflaLrmatle  Cargo  was  immediately  set  fire.    The  following  v®r-
tntim  te8tinony  of  the  mater  of  the  m"EW  P.  I)EADY  oonaiaoly
doaoritra8  the  offeotiveno88  of  the  6hip8  fire  fighting  equipment

"The  explosion  Set  off  150  cylinders  of  ac®tyl®no  gas  that was
on the  fored8ok.   Starboard  Side.    Iho8o  eylindor8  oxplodod  and
Sot  fire  to  drun8  of  gasoline,  fuel  oil  and  8ulphurio  acid which
was  on  a.ck.    rho  f ira  rna  fought with  all  nears  at  hand  and Tya8
oontroll8d  after  about  one  hour'8  fighting."


