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Refer to file: 6614 Lo ATION

25 October, 1944

To: The Commandant
Via: DCGO, 8ND

Subj: Violation of the 0il Pollution Act of 1924, USC 431-437, by the
tank vessel, MELINE, owned by the Norwegian Shippinz and Trade
Mission of 80 Broad Street, New York, New York, operated by the
Texas Company, and chartered by the war Shipping Administration,
at the Sun 0il Company Dock, Smith's Bluff, Nederland, Texas, on
23 October, 1944

Inclosed will be found all statements and letters of transmittal covering
subject violation,

WILLIAM E, COATES
Acting

Incl.
Subject statements and letters

Ind-1
DCGO, 8ND (ops)
31 October, 1944

Tos The Commandant (OPS)

b

Forwarded.

y y J. GIDIERE B
By direction




Port Arthur, Texas

COMMANDING OFFICER
US COAST GUARD GROUFP
Refer to filed 6614

25 October, 1944

District Hnglneer
United [tates Inglseers
Gelveston, Texss .

Dear Sirt

This is e report of a violation of the 011 Pollution Aet of 1924, 33 UsC
431=437, by the tank vessel MULINE, owned by the Norwegian “hipping and
Trade Hission of 80 Broed “treet, New York, New York, operated by the
Texns Compeny, and chartered dy the War Shipping Adninistration, at the
Sun 011 Compsny Doek, Smith's Dluff, Nederland, Texas, on 23 October, 1944,

On errivel ot Saith's Bluff, Wederland, Texas, at approximately 1515 on
23 Ocvtober, 1944, sudbjoet vescel was found to be lesking from both port
and starboard sides., These leake wore below the water line, and were noe
ticed by oil coming to the surfaece of the water., It was estimated by the
Chief Mate that approximstely two and ome half zallons of oil per hour
were leaking Tros both sides of the vessel. These leaks were apparently
caused by rivets being looee, slthoush the Chief Kato stated that subdject
ship had just left drydock on 20 September, 1944.

This vessel was carrying e cargo of vest Texas Crude Uil, The officer on
watoh was G, Wegge, and the leakage was first noticed by J, 4. Fredriksfryd,
Chief Jate of subject vessel,

This leskags was not due to the souppers not beins plusged, or any nege
ligence on the part of the officers or crew. This was not a case of emer-
geney imperiling life or property, or unavoideble agcident, eolliston-or

strending, ‘

iritten stetements wore made by 7, M, Fredrikefryd, Chief Mate, and Jeen
Sritton, 5P1/e, UHCGR, Z, B, Cooper, State Geme Commissioner, Seausons,
Texss, is aveilable us a witness, Semples of oil were taken by Jean Sritten,
sPlfe, USCOR, end witnessed by 7, W, MoAuany, Bi1/e, USCOR, The orizinels

of these statements and shmples of oil will be rotained by this office for the
use of the U, 5, Attomney,. .

Very truly yours,

incl, WILLZAM B, OOATES, b, Comdr,, USCO
i'“' to 00 Agoting Commending Officer
Cubject statenents U, 8. Coest Guard Group

CCt Hi, DCOOB, USittormey, I Port Arthur, Texus




Port Arthur, Temas

U2 COAST GUARD GROUP
fefer to filet 66

25 detover, 1944

To: - 00, U3 Coast Ouard Oroup, Yort Arthur, Texas o

Subjt Vielstion of the 0il Follution Act of 1924, w. by the
tank vesssl, "SLIME, owned by the Morwegien ! and Trade
Hission of 80 Nyond “treet, lew York, Wew York, operated by the
Texas Conpany snd chartered by the éar Shipping Administration,
at the Sum 01l Compeny Dock, Smith's Bluff, Nederleand, Texss, on
23 Ostober, 1944

1 The followins 15 a report of & violstion of the 011 Pellution Act
as reported to this office on 24 Oetober, 1944t

Subject vessel, on arrival at Smith's Blurf, Nederléand, Texas,
st approxisstely 1515 on 23 Octebver, 1944, wes found to be
lesking fros both port and sterbosrd sides. These losks wer:
balow the water line, and wore noticed by oil coming to the
surface of the water, It was estimated by the Chief ‘ate
that approxizstely two and ome half gallons of oil per hour
wore leaking from both sides of the vessel., These leaks were
spparently csused by rivets being loose, althoush the Chief
Hete stated that subject ship hed jJust lef't drydock on the
20th of Septembder, 1944.

This vessel wae carrying a cergo of test Texas Crude 0il.
ihe officer on watoh was O, unago, and the leaksge was first
noticed by 7, 1, Frodriksfryd, Chief Hate of subject vessal,

This leakage was not dus to the scuppers not being plugged,
or any neglisence on the part of the officers or crew.

This was not a case of emergensy imperiling life or proe
perty, or unavoidable accident, eollision or stranding.

2 ipitten statemonts were made by J. ¥, Fredrikafryd, Chief liste,
and Jean Hritton, 5Fl/e, USCOR, 4. B, Cooper, State Gase Conmissionew,
Sesumont, Tezss, 18 availsble as a witness. Casples of oil were taken
by Jean Britton, 5P1/e, USCOR, and witnessed by J, ¥, Heinany, ®il/e,
UDCGR,

Le B. WILOoON

Inol,
subjest tatements
00t M., DOGOS, US Attormey, Distyiet Engineer, I




23 October, 1944
1639

70 WHOM IT MAY. CONCHRNG

Upon arriving st Sun Dock, Smith's iluff, lederlsnd, Texas, at 1515 (n),
of this date, I, %, Fredriksfryd, Ch, iate, noticed evidence of & sanell
lesk from port end starboard cross bunker tenk, 01l was appearing on the
surface {ron 8 lock somewhere below the waterline on both port smd star-
board side. Thess lea s arve undoudtedly due to loose rivets, Ve just
left drydock, 20th Of Septe of this year, L would estinste about 2% sel.
sn hour was lesking from esch sido.

Appapently from #8 port snd starboerd msin cargo there is also e leak
on sech side bdelow the weter lines These leaks sre too = result of
loose rivets and thin oil. Our cargo is West Texas Crude, From cach
of these leesie there iz approxiselely 1 gal. sasrging.

8/ #, Fredrikalryd




23 Ootober, 1944
70 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

At 1638 , 23 October, 19144‘ I investigated an oil spill
at the Sun 0il Dock, Smith's Bluff, Nederland, Texas.

The MELINE, a tank vessel, owned by the Norwegian Bhip-
ping and Trade Mission, operated by the Texas Comapny,
and chartered by the W.3.A. was found to have several
leaks below the waterline on both port and starboard
gides, apparently caused by rivets beeing loose. The
Chief Mate, J.M. Fredriksfryd, gtated that the ship had
recently been drydocked. The officer on watch was G.
Wagge. The ship was carrying a cargo of West Texas crude
oil. I found the leakage was not due to any negligence
on the part of the offigers or orew.

Jean Britton, Splc,USCER




