
18 my,  1942

67. I.s. mctRy su»

U.S.  Tchker;  built,  1931;  8,893  gross  tone;  cargo,  Nary f`i®1.

E:i:d::¥8=;i,1;%T#2¥;f£5o2r±:±ob#±5C*:.
Weather,  clear;  sea,  choppy;  wind,  light  S.".
On board,  36;  saved,.29.
Vo.ssel:    total loss.

The  HEROuRY  SUN  had  been  attacked  by  sobmarin®  gunfire  on  20
Hapch off  Cape Lcokout,  while proceeding South  ln ballast,  but  there
was  no  damge,  .and  no  hlt8  Tere  .cared.    The  shelling  comenced  &t
colo,  aLnd  continued  over  i/2  hour.    Upon  he.arlng  that  the  S.S.  ARGon
rag  being  shelled  just  ahead of  her,  the  llERCURY Sun  anchored  behind
Cape I,cokout  brealmter,  tintll daylight.

Upon the  occasion of  the  ?econd  attack,  the  vessel -&8  ln the
Gulf of Mexico  carrying Navy fuel  to the  Canal  Zone when  ct"ck ty 3
torpedoes  in Succession.    The  CO fire eitingui8herg probably prevented
the tanks from catching fire inodiately,  hit after  az]other torpedo
struck,  the  engines were  ctom®d  and the  ve8e.I burst into  flaae8.    29
crei members  e`icceeded  in abandoning Ship ln the tro  after  lifebo&t8
&t  cO15.     They  ver®  picked  up  ty  the  S.S.  HOVARD  on  19  Nay  at  15cO,  and
one  eeriou8ly  injured nan Ta8  tran8fcmed to  the U.S.  Coast  Guard boat
&t  Tape Sos B`roy,  and the  renaining  aurvivor8  arrived  at Mobile,  Ale.,
at  2358,   22 May.

On the  afternoon of  the  day before  the  &tt&ck,  tro foreign
Sailing ves8el8  approached  the ldRCunY SUN very  close  aboard,  and  it
-as  the  opinion of  a crow BeDber  that  lnfomatlon diight  have been
gRxpplied to  the  sdrnarine8  by then.

The  vessel,  with the boT  Sagging ln the ]niddle.  Sank  about
03cO ,

81


