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1 jugust, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN SHEPHEAR

Sub ject s 85 MORILCAS; suspicious activities of officers,

le The following from & relisble source is forwerded for
your information.

A coxswain of the Navy Gun Crew aboard the SS
MORILOAS reported sighting a perdscope at 18532 July 25,
1942, at the mouth of the Mississippi River; at O4LSZ
July 26, 1942, he reported sighting a submarine on the
surfsace not far away; that the 38 KOBILOAS did not sand
out any radio message of these sightings and the coxswain
sbatos that offensive aetion by the gun crew was proe
vented by the shints captain, Townnes (O, Jannassen, and
the First Mate, Herve T, Franke, wio refused to heed &
request for a genwral alammgy snd that the gun crew has
reested to bo taken off the ship, It is {urther re-
ported thut the Navy is investigating.

F. B, POLLIO

Copy to: Captain Merrill
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Subject: S5 KOUBILGAS, Suspiciocus Activities of Cfficers.

1. tion has been received from a scurce belisev
reliable oxswain of the Favy Gun Crew aboard the
reported a periscope at 18532 July 25, 1942, at t©
of the N i Al July e report
sightis L at e

id not send 8& g8 a tae
stales sive actio n crew w revented DY
ship's captain, Townnes 0. Jannassen, and the First Hale, Ty
Franke, who refused to heed a requesi for a general alarm; a
the gun crew requestad to be taken off the ship., It is further
reported that the Havy is investigating.
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