29 April, 1942

52. S.S. MOBILOIL

U.S. Tanker; built, 1937; 9,860 gross tons; in ballast.
Departed New York, 16 April, 1942, for Caripito, Venezuela.
Torpedoed and shelled, 29 April, 1942, 0228; 26°10 N.- 66°15 W.
TWeather, clear; moonlight; sea, calm; wind, moderate N.E.

On board, 52; saved, 52.

Vessel: total loss.

This vessel was issued routing orders before departure from New
York, and these were followed to Norfolk. At Norfolk, conflicting instruc-
tions were given the Master, directing him to join an informal escorted
convoy down the coast through the submarine danger zone. He questioned
this, as the other ships were bound for the Gulf, and his destination was
South America, and also because his speed was greater than that of the
others. He was told to await further orders, and the following day ordered
to proceed at 2300 in company with other vessels and an escort.- At the
appointed hour no others were there, so he decided to proceed alone on his
own responsibility. As no escort materialized, and the waters ahead were -
reported infested with enemy craft, he took it upon himself to revert to
his original routing instructions, and put out to sea.

Three days later, about 0230, a torpedo struck the tanker on the >
starboard side well forward. The general alarm was rung, and some ballast
shifted, but the vessel was able to proceed at full speed within a few
minutes.

Fifteen minutes later, they were shelled by two submarines, and
the Navy gun crew'got into action, scoring two probable hits, and the
shelling stopped. )

At 0440, another torpedo struck amidships, doing more damage than
the first, but still leaving the tanker able to maneuver, and with the
coming of daylight, the crew settled to the task of taking her in to
Bermuda in safety.

However, at 1040, a third torpedo penetrated aft on the port
side, and the ship began to settle rapidly.- #1 boat had been destroyed
by the second torpedo, but the men prepared to abandon in the other three
boats, and, as the Master expressed it, "We abandoned the ship when there
was no more ship there, and they didn't climb down to the boats, they just
stepped in".

After 3-1/2 days, the boats were picked up by a Naval vessel, and
the men taken to Santo Domingo. All hands were saved.

The Master was later tried for misconduct in failing to follow
routing instructions, and was found guilty as charged, and his license
suspended on probation for six months.
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