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SURMFARY s \ U, S.A.T VONTEREY [FAITTD AND SANK DPRAZILTAN COIMERCIAL SCHOCHER, AREIA
BRANCA, WHILE CLEARING NATAL HARBCR AT 0345, SEFTEIBER 28 - CIRCUIITANCES INDI-
CATE NONTEREY A5 NOT TO BLAIE « CAPTAIN OF PORT OF NATAL FORTARDING £ SPORT O
CASE TO "TRIPUNAL LARITIVA® IN RIC - IF ATTELPTS OF CUNERS T0 SALVAGE AREIA
BRANCA FAIL, IT “ILL BE DYNAUITED TO CLBAR LARBOR ENTRANCE.
Znelogures:

() Statement of Capt. H. A, CHUKCH, Commandsr of “iionterey® of 2€ Sept. 1943.

(3) liecord of Ships Log "lLonterey" of 28 September  1943.

(C) ALUSKOB, Hatal conf. despateh 011756 of October 1943.
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1. The U.5.A.T. LUTEREY made ready for sea and cast off from the dock at
llatal at 0335 on September 26th. The tide was high water slack at 0325, 1ligh
wind, calm water, dark night with no moon, Two lights marking the entrance to
the harbor and 3 buoy channel iights were burning and the LOITEREY running
lights were bright. 4s the LOHTEREY was passing botween the end of the break-
water and a reef which marked the entrance to the harbor, a small two-mastod
Brezilian cormercial schooner hauled across the bow. The pilot endeavored to
maneuver to avoid collision but it was inpossible to mansuver sufficiently in

8 the restricted waters without certainly rumning the I'OUTEREY on the reof or into
'§ the breakwater, 20 the NONTEREY strucl the schooner amidshing at 0345 and after
‘§ mushing it alonz for about a hundred yards, *he schooner sark.
£
g-EI’: 20 The sunken vessel was a two-rmgted coastal schooner without auvxiliary
44 engine, the AREIA BRAICA, ormed by the ossoro Comereial, ILida., with main
}35 offices at Aréia Dranca, 1o Crande do Worte. The ARETA BRAYCA, was earrying a2
¥ cargo of 90 tons of gynsum, The vessel,valued at anmroxirately 715,000 U.5.C.,
g;g was not insured, but the cargo was. = All 6 of the ARETA BRAIUA's crew were
27, saved, and only 2 sustained minor injuries.
- ,
’.§.§g 3. The l'aster and the First late of the "'ONTEREY were interrogated Ly the
825 Captain of the Fort and both made written statements which they let in his
gf_i: possession., The statement of the Cantain, as well as a record of the shins log
555 are aprended as anclosures (i) and (B), Statements have also been made by the
_-::;g:_ nilot, the Captain of the sunken vessel, as well as three crew nembers. The
25% Captain of the lort is in the process of making a report on the basis cf the
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CONFIDENTIAL - U.S, NAVAL CBSERVER
Serisl No, 259=43 MATAL, BRAZIL

above mentioned statements, which he will submit for approwval te the represmnt-
atives of the MOFTEREY (U7,S. Army, Pernamirim Field) and the representatives
of the wrecked vessol before twrning them in to the "Tribumal Maritims® in Rlo
vhere the case iz to be adjudicated.

be Judging from the circumstances of the ecollision, it is evideni that

the blame doss not lie with the lLiaster of the LONTEREY, From a discussion wilh
tha Captain of the Port on this subject, the wriler feele that the ownsre realize
the futility of making a claimgainst the steamship company. In the course of
the conversation with the Captain of the Port, he informed the writer that the
Laster of the AREIA BRANCA had falled to cbtain permission from the Office of
the Captain of the Port to depart Natal, which further corroborates the lack of

any case against the MONTEREY.

5. The AREJA BRANCA is resting on ths bottom on its side in 7 meters and 70
centimeters «~ 5 meters and 60 centimeters depth, 115 metsrs off the braskwater
end bsaring 15 degreses true from it (this is ecalculated on chart #8702, Revieged
(see reforence (a)). The wreck constitutes & haszard to ships entering and leave
ing the port of Natal end a communication to that effect wan gent by the laval
Observer, Natal to interested partles, informing them of ths situation (350
enclosure (C)). A diver has been sent down to exsmine the wreck, and afforis
are now being made by the owners to salvage the AREIA BRANCA, If salvage falls,
plang have besn made to dynamite the wrack and clear the harbor entranes.

O : The present position of the wrecked vessel, which is marked by two
buoys, necomsitates exira care on the part of vessels entering and dsparting
Natal havbor., Large vessels are only nermitied to enter at high water, and no
vessels are permitted to enter at night. - It is desirable to havs the AREIA
BRANCA removed as soon as vossible either by salveging or by dyramiiing,
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Enclosure (A) to ALUSNOB,

Ratal Intelligence Report

#259-43 of 8 October 1943.
28 September 1943

Statement of Cept. H. A, CHURCH, Commander of "Monterey®.

At 3345 A¥ afler undgresy and headad down river the engine was put on
slow spsed. I stood in the wheel house with the pilot checking on the Quarier
master to ses that the pilot's orders were carried out prepirly. When we was
shout to make the last chamnel twrnm at the last flashing white buoy, we, the
pilotmdlsichtodthonhmmpcrtlido,md-hen'ahipwanontha course
to pass betwsen the breakwater, the schocner was ptill about four degrees on
port bow, when all of a sudden I observed that he had hauled across our bow,
and at the same time the pilot gave s command hard apori, seeing that would do
no good he ordered *iard asterboard® which would enable us tc swing ercund the
breskwater and possibly clear the schooner. lowever the schooner cwung nore on
our bow where we struck her at four fiftesn.

AL the time it was noticed that the schooner had hauled across owr bow.
Our ghip was in a very dangercus place tc stop or back her with the current,
end loose stesrage way she would have gone onahore.

The pilot boat which we were towing along side cast off at the time of
ths collision and rescusd all of the schooner crew.

In as far as the pilot was conserned I fesl that he dons evarything
nossible to avoid the gellision., Vieibility was clear.

/a/ B, A, Church
»
lzaster

CONFIDERTIAL
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Enclosure (B) to ALUSHOB,
Natal Intelligeneca Raport
#259=43 of 8 Ostober 1943.

28 September 1943

RECORD OF SHIPS LOG "HONTEREI"

12:22 Midnight - Finished discharging carge.
2:40 Stevedores left ship.
02:30 Pilot onboard, startad petting erew out and eimgling up lines.
03:02 Stand by engines,
03:35 Caet of lines on dosk, Started turning ship.

ANBEAD ASTERN
Stop | Slow | Half | Full Stop | Slow | Half | Fall
0330 | |
0330 0357
0331 0359 .
0331 0332 0359% |
0332%' 0333 0400
0333 03333/ 4 04192
0334 033/&., 0424 {
0337 | 0340 %
0341 0346 ;
0347 0347 |
0351 0352 i
0353 " o3ss '
0356
0357 0359
0359 z |
0401 |
0402 0402
0413
(Bells ¢o angins 1+119 loavirLg uoek, tirning siip, thehee to
c'wragez outside! of breckwdtier) . ; :
i ! ! i .

0415 Vhen between sntrance brectsmisrs siruek sgobooner That ‘maled scvoss

our bow from port side, TFositiom of ghis wus such it == fsmossible
to back or stor wmtil clsar of breatwaters., Fllot bost thet ==s
towing alengside cast off and picked wp crew. Six men 21l of crew.
Dropped anchor at 0424. At 0430 pilot boat #ith schoomer crew
arrived alongsids - twc members of the crew wers bruised ard taken
to ships hospital onboard.

/s/ H. A, CIURCH,
Laster.

Enolosure (C) o ALUSIOD, -

. Hatal Intelligence Report

#259=43 of 8 Octeber 1943,

DESPATCH 011756 OCTOBER

Froms ALUSNOB NATAL
Tos USNAVCOL FECIFE; AINSNOD BELEM; ALUSNOB FORTALEZA; ALUSHNOB SAO LUIZ

INFO ALL ADDEES COLFLTFCUR PASS TC ALUSNCOB RECIFE X ALUSNODS BELEM FORTALEZA
SAO LUIZ HAVE X ACCOUNT PrISEICE WRECK SCHOONER CHAINEL HATAL VESSELS KUST
NOT ENTER AFTER DARK AND DEL. DRAFT SHIPS SIOULD ONLI ENTER AT HICH VATER SLACK X

A






