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WAR   SHIPPING   ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON ..uly  6,  1945

To:      Ccmander  E.  T.  Jenrell
U.   S.  Coast  Guard

FROM:  11.   'i`Ir.   Jackson,   Mgr.   Marine  Operations

Acknowledging  receipt  of  your  memo-
randim  of  June  28,  enclosing  complete
file  on  suspicious  actions  of  Captain
Robert Nycke,  which  file  is  returned  here-
with,

The  vessel  ls  expected  at  New York
in  the  very  near  future.

The  question  of  Captain-stycke' s  con-
duct  has  been  discussed  with  the  Panama
Transport  Company,   owners  of  the  MV.
MOTOCAREINE.     Captain  Nycke     will  be  I.e-
moved upon  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at
New York  and  will  not  be  assigned  to
another  vessel  until  such  tine  as  he  has
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ADDFtESS   FtEPLY   TO

THE  COMMANDANT

UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD

WASHINGTON

("p)
cG-64

.CGfv:g:jt#`E;.,rjT``;,,i,i

28  June,   1943

I,IEMor,.+iiw+[Tj],'I   FOE    THE   cHAIF"AN    OF   IHF   cFE\h.    L\IsclpLli\L4ir.`+7   cO;\¥JL\\tilTT±~L

subj:       s.   s.   rioT.{3cjiiL.LILiE

1.           I  aiji  transmitting  for  your  information  and  such  action
as  you  deem  appropriate  a  copy  of  conf  .r.'iemo  from  Combat  Int€11.
HeadGLuarters,   Cormander  4th  Fleet,   dil^tedMay  14,   1943,   and   a   copy
of  conf  ltr  from  Assistant  Area  Petroleum  Officer   to  Almy-}{avy
Pet,roleum  Board,   dated  May  11,   1943,   relating   to   the   sustjicious
actioiis   of   the   I-'anamanian  vessel  hloIOCARI,I+VE.

2.           It  is  requested  that  these  papers  be  r.eturned  t,o  this
office  Th'hen  they  have  served  their   purpose.

By  direction  of  the

-ul.
Commandant .

Comma
Chief

JETh ELIJ ,
der,   U.   S.   Coast   Guard,

Mere_riant  REarine   Personnel
Division.

AuthoTltyLAan:£-i-
Dat8ife+
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Cfll\T|DHJ}TT|ji|,

}remor,?ridum   from :

Sub.ject:

i.

U:,TIT-'JD   ST,L1'js   +irl`LJ,:TIC   -ThJiT

Heaciouarters  of

TIT.t;   r,`,O!\PrTAj`\mFjT?,    FCTJRTH   FTjHET

c/o  Fleet  Post  Offic`e,   New  York,   ?LY.

•,-`1i,tyri`-`.t='TTIt1

C,i.'3PY

|`\i|a=1`r   lL,    19iL3

Coml?at,  Intellif'ence

l|C3.   S.   }``/'TOTC\CARL|NElt ,   Po`ssibly   silspicio\Js   a.ctior!s.
Apr.il   28   to  !,i:av   '3.

''S.   S.   _totocarlineo  was  in  convoy  TB-12,   departing  'T_T`inician
Ar;r'.i_I   23rd.

2.                              On  ilTiril   27,   the   Senior  1,scort  MBarryn   harl  a   rci_.`!ir   cart,act   at
1815P  and  dropped  try\ro  depth  charges   at,1620F.     ConT,act,  was  cons.i.ldered   '.ioubt,ful.

3.                             On  t,he  morninrr  oi`  i'ipril  L`.iJ,   t,he   llTI\,:-otocarlineH  requested  per.ris-
sion  to  test  her  I.adio.     This  request  it.Jas  refuseci.     ~IJ+t  1025P  the  ''},,otocarline"   broke
down  am  dropped  astern.     WBarr:``r",  asked  Convey  Cormiodore:   ''Is  tankel`  Loroken  i'ioun?"

ftepl:v  was   lLmsv.7er  affirr,riative,  folloviinir:  froni  tanker,   I  think  it
will  be  a!jout  30  minutes  to  repair  tjie  dai..`[_dire  we  are  p\unping  telemotor   I:`t,Jstem
thr.oiif h . II

Convo`|r   iJorrimc`clre   also   sent   to   ''Bal.I``:`r"   t,he   i'ollolr`ri.n.i.   mess€,.`±:e :

llr.`{otocarlinew   has  past  record  o±-  siispicious   condijct  in  itorivoy.
He  requested  per}ni`qsiori.  t,a  tes+,  raclio  trap.sin-i.t,ter   on  hif!i  arid  rT`Ledium.  frer"encv  on
groun.':is   t-fic`.i,   t,ubes  may  have   l`ieen  flap.a,red  by  concussion  last  ni`fybt,.     T{iis,   o.r
coiirse,   -v.,'as   deniei,.1.      +Llis   recort..`l   of  breakcloim  t,ogether  'iT.I-+Lt,h  }iis   posjli,ion  to  lag
a,stern  wlien_  previous   c{?r)vovs  were   att,ilcked,   si'`[oul:1  T>e  TLr,ell  considered.      The  ?.astef ,
thief   jnL?iri_i-,er   an`i   .rtadio   liri-3i-'e.to='   are   oellicteren+js.0

li..                              On  il`1av  5  at   2301P,   "Harry"   sour`.fl  gear  picked  up  a  t,I.ansmission
that   apt)t-3ared  ttiore   like   radio   cocle   than  ur`.t-.'Lerwater   sound.     This,   howc>,vel',   rna:r  ha.ve
been  from  her  oun  radio  whic.h  T,,-as  transrn.ittiriil  at,  tine  t,ime.     llovv-ever,   t[ie   ri,3xt
morning?   transmissions  were  picked  t]p   a.!7ain  by  trie   soup;i  `c:ear.      fl'he   ci`€;vi-T,-as  i:allied
to   general   quarters,   and   i+j  T7g.s   ascertained  11.ir  the   (`at]tain  t,hat,   tlBarr,,`lsH   radi.o  ir,Tas
not,  then.  transmitting.

5.                               On  ilav  6   at   1530   'lj:otocar.line"   was   re'Ju.este`'i   to   leavr`-3   iJonvov  ant-i
take   stra)}gler"s  route`.        For  t,wo  tlalrs  past,   s+rie   .L}ad  been  leavirt.f?   a   h\.3av-r  oil
slick  7,.,rhich  i+,'as  I)i31ieveG  to  be   endangerinf±`   the   convoy.      The   lI'i3arr,vW   ha`-i   irresti.,`ia+ued
the   oil  slj.ck  and  ridden  it  .-I.i.r.ht  iri.t,o  i,he   cor`.voi..     A  plane  also  }iad  picked  up  the
slick  ari`:I  re-oorted  it   to   ''Barr,T`,I.W     The   '':`\ otocarlinew   stated  +uhaT,   she   could  not   sto}i
t,he   oil  leakage   owincr  t,o  leakt,r  riveLs.   "3arr,\rls"  messa{:.e   at  15.12lJ  [i.lay  6  t,o  Convoy
Corrmlodore   follov`'S :                                                                                                                                    `, i  _,,` r

HRequest,  for   iT,afet,Tr  to  convoT\;~  t,rii;i   tlLotocarline"  be   orderecl  to

leave  now,   haul  out  vv.ellt,o  starboard,   t,f~en  take  stra;Li:;;hers  I.oiite.     tier   iieavT-oil  slicit
Will   lead   Si]b    to  11,S.      i;oi)t.se`q   I)ron)osciri   sat,is_f`art.nmr.      r,i.`rp   +,a   c:hinq   af`+or   H!IotocpT.1_i.T`_e
leave s .

Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684



-1`

J,`*F=[.:T-`L

:_::i:.2PBT°:3CTt,:5[+¥:,„  P°SS±bly  susn±CT._ous  actions          copy

6.                             .:'then   lli'\,:otocarline"   v,ras   tc`i].I+`  to  take   stragglers   route,   she  meat
to  12   or  13  knots  am_i.  soon  left  the  coni,rot,,I  astern.     Apparently  she   i-a.ined  a  Do-
sition  well  aheaii  of  the  convoy  owing  to  herspeed  and  t,o  t}ie  slowing  of  TB-i-2
for  the  rendezvoi.].s   to  exchatic!e  escorts   off  P`ecife   on  I`'Tay  8.

7.                              On  ia+'a'.{r  8   at  Oi+flop  the   tllitotocarline"  reported  sightim..t  a  sub-
marip_e.    At  Oi+52P  she  reported  being  attacked.     Radio  Ohnda  inquired  wliefj'ier
sub  was   on  surface,   to  wh±ich  ll}\'!otocarlinew   replied:   t'Has   dived.W     Cor.rirLrian\|er
|'ourth  fleet,   Sta±`n'±`   rjut,|r  r,fficer  inauired  by  disT)atciLi  at  0525P,   ''AI.e  ,i,Iou  lri  :Jil`-
ficulty?     I.I`   so  give   location   and  details."     At,  05`lL5`P   '11\`jotc>c{-irlineo   ra.`1ioe(i   t'SLists
SSSS`   SSSS   de   Hpr.`rT`#.      Attacked   agaLn  by   siJb,   09-13   S,   3ti-36  i.n(.H      y®t   0610P   she   ra\iioed,
lIsent  th`),io  torpedoes  across   our  bow  but   sc>  fall  can.riot  finci  any  place  thf;t,  VIre  have
been  hit.     .ire   continuing  our  voyage.     I.,JTAST_HJP.n

8.                        The  above  incidents  led  to  initiation  of  an  intensive  Anti-
Submarine  seal`ch  by  aircraft  of  TF-hh  art.d  by  destro:`rers.   (see  Combat  Intelligence
Report,   dat,ed  La.i;r  11,   19lL3  for  details) .

9.                            Captain  oil  the   nBal`ryH   noted  t-!iat  'tl'`.{otocarlineit  wa,c,  rust,,y,   but
that  the  funnel  had  been  freshly painted  gra:`r with  a  wide  banci  of  black  at  the  i,op
and  was  easily  I.ecogni7.able.

10.                         Previously  as  a  member  of  TB-1  in  Januar.y  1943,   the  ''?,Toto-
carlip.en  wa.s  involved  in  a  seriotis  of  vv'h`*t  map  have  been  s`ispir,ious  incidents.     Cjin.
January  7  slie  left  c,,'jnvoy  during  the  night  wit,hot}t  reporting  course,  speed,  or
reasori  for  leaviri.::  to  Cormodore  or  :a:scorts.     On  danuar'y  8  at  05`0()  suspicious
radio  transmissj.ons  were  heart~i  ancLl  th;3,t  night,  the  convo:.I  was  a.t,t,acked  and  four

ships  lost,.     On  Uanua.ry  9   ;'jli,.1otocarline'r   radioed  to  convo,v  at  0815  and  a~.ain  at,
0818  using  incorrect  calls  both  times.     {.n  J`armar|,I  21+  she  rejoined  convoy  at   2c:2.?>'.
'I}.;!otocarlineM  i',has   in  Recife  from  Januar`r  25th  to  February  4,   19lL3   ciur-.Lng  which
time,  discharge  of  fuel  oil  cargo  ?_)roceeded  sloi`.rly  anr_i  inefficiently,   Luhe  CaTjtain
Robert  }rvr,K`[£  appeared  to  be  imcooperative  iri man,y  respects  and.  often  under  the
in.fli.Ience  of  liquor.

11.                            None   of  these   incidents   st,&nding   by  tl-i€`mselves  j'rLL:`}it.j3   jLiar-
ticularly  signil-.icant,   anu  an.v  one  ser`}uence  of'  events  might  -oe  fiurely  c3|nciuefitai.
However,   all  the  above  incidents  taken`  together  would  appet`ir  to  be  oin  sui.1.icienll.y
f`reat  weirht  to  mer'it,  consideration  o±.  iict..Lon  being  taken  to  avoi.i  risk  of`  Tios-
sible  fiiture  incident,s  endanr erin£;  lives  and  shipping.

Copy  to:    Chief  of  staff .
Base   Fox.
T3ase  Intelligence  `J'fficer.
I-'|a€r  JecretJary.
Air  Comjat,  intell.i.gence.

\

I)arius  V.   I'Iilljl.Ips.

ri  `  ,,    t! i      i}-¥-

v '-\`<lprr   -rL`-`
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Serial  006
cOHFprm..nL

Fr Om i
To!

Stlb.ject,:

Enclosures :

OFF|r`,E    OF'   T`T.     S.     ``TL,\''ATL,    C`T3S"jp,Vf:I?

.Pecife,   Bra,zil

{JttYFT`|t I  +< `1'i fi L

-I

::a--11'    i;;-3.

Assistant  Area  Petroleum  .L`fficer.
The  Army-Navy  Petroleim  board,   }vTavy  JJepartment,
1.`¥ashington,   D.a.    (Att:       Comdr.11,).    N.   GRUT3B,   T`,TS|`TR)

Suspicious   .+ctions   of   i;Jie   'Ja}.ttain  of  the   rlTar`ker  S/S  ITC,T{lct+h?,L|.TTtL

(A}   Ijetter  fran  jiir.Conbat  Intelligence  Officer  to  Commander
Sout}i  Atlantic  Force,   dated  J'anuary  2'?,   19h3.

(8)   Co.Tif .   letter  I\ro/-P13   (ol2lL)   for  Alusnob,,   i'Lecife  to  the
Commancler  Soiith  j'itlantic   I`orce,   da,t,ed  /,+  I-e',)ruEi].:}r  1`jh3.

(r,)    .`Joni{..   =e+u+.gr   I.+lil-1/TB-i,   S,erial   01LLtt3   fro.In   r,rie   a.    ().,   TLT.S.
Atlantic  Fleet  Anti-Submarine  `rfelfare  Unit  to  t,he  Uormander
in  Chief,  U.   S.  Atlantic  meet,  dated  Feb.   25`,19L3,  with
eri.closure.

(Di   Third  Endol.sement  to  CO  GOFF  I.tr.   LITJ2h7/A16-3(1)   Serial  ()03
of  1/2iL/h3  frc`m  Joninch,  U.S.. Atlantic  meet  to  I;ormander  in
Chief,   U.   S.   Fleet,,   dated  TAa:rch  13,19iL3.

(I)    Conf .   T>.'emo.   i-r`om.  Ccmr>at   .i-ntelligence   `'_`f`ficer   to   t,he   (.?hiel`
o£.   ±€;t,aff   FOTTP.TT-:l   TrTL]t+T,    dated   lop,¢ay   19h3.

1.                             The  capt,ain  of  Ji-,lie  si`ibjectu  sliip  }ias  been  involved  ..Ln  a   series

:ten::,:I::-:.:-::c`tT|:i:::::i I::,:1::t,i:a:::`ftro:c::,;leinoEor|:; ;?: T;i-5 :I;liz:r:: ,?::v:?
TB-]2.     Enclosure   (I),  which  is  a  co.r)y  of  a  report  fran  I.t.   Gcip`dr.   ITeury  i,ie,gbert,
outlines  all  the  det,ails  of  this  event.

2.                              It  is  my  understanding   tha`t   +uhe   ca.T)lain  of  the  i,T0ritout+.+`:Lil.'|   is   a
Belgian  by birth  anrt  i,}iat  ills  I.anily  are  St,ill  in  tl-i€,jt  count,I.y.     in  view  cir  -6fiis
and   t,he   Succession  c)f  events,   it  is   m}r  I.ecomrienciation   I;}ii.t  t}iis  r,iercrian+u   dd_L`,t,i-iin
be  relieved  and  his  services  be  utili7,ed  in  sor'ie  T.7ork  +I,hell  will  not,  .jeopc:+rdiz,e
lives  a.nd  stratei3`i.c  supplies.

3.                                  The   series   of   evel`.-=s   mi:;ht   'rj`3   pui-iJ,   coir`_r`,ider.ce,    :)-i~J   i.i   `,-ii3`f,-c`i'
the  enclosures  _1=  feel  that  a  thorouf?h  investigation  should  be  made  anrl  protec-
tivr3  rrieasures   ta.ken.

LL.                             I   am  sendinf3  a  copy  o±.  tthis  report  to  i,`fie   L   S.   I?aval   `.tt,ache,
I.:ontevideo,   as  t,his  tall.ker  shoulcl  ar.five  there  wit}iin  a  week,  and  i-  feel  tfiat
office   shoul(i.  -[te  t}iol.oughly  I.amiliar.  .y`,-ith  thc3  pa`qt  events  all_a.  close   o()servat,ion
be  r:iarj.e   of  `noth  the   ship  art_a  the   captain.

/si   rJ.  C.   `JNIrf l`
LI

c.     c.     rjt.T|.nT,

Li.eut.   /Jonmander,   TTSI\-R.
I.,/ ` `rrij;i-T i,-` '7-I .  fu ,{T  A    .i

Col?ies  to:   Comfourtrifleet.
Alusna   -?Fr`ntuevidect.
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F;nclosures:

..\ir  Conbat  Intelligence  Officer.
`:;ormander  Soit.t,h  .A_tlantic   Force.

Januar,y  29,   i,O[i3
1l.Frrr rrT.i I ?.

cOP¥
+Panamanian  Tanker   "I.  C'TOct.``PI__[r`j'Jtl ,   trip   of,   from   irinidaa
to  Bahia  and  .Bahia  to  liecife.

(a)   U.   S.   }\Taval   Observer,   +3aliia,   J.;Sl-Serial   (i+373J
J='i,p_uary   23,19h3

(b)    P.ad:.Lo   messaf_:a   to    c.on`roy,    sent   bcv   :10TOC^.i[?LIT`T`±   1210,7,,
January  9,19h3.

(c)    Pilot,    I`et;_uest   `oy   }`1C`T`OcjL}'1jl.T\Tti.

(d)    Copies   of   all   mes,sap..es   receiTred   b;Lr  lj(`TCC LTT`|_:TT,.,;.
(e)    iLtTessa£.e   to   £\10TOcfiT.I.I?vTil;   b<v   'Jo!;isolant,...
(f)   P.a-j.io   lo.r.
(g)   Ship  lo!?.
(ii)   -=?ai`ri,is+.a   i.,'ailejo,   freak   Oi'  I,isciT31ine   ri}r.

i.                              The  Z!OTOcj'iRljJ::`.E  was  part   of  the   col.1+vov  TII  botmd  from  Trinidad   t,o
3ehia.     The   conT`,rocv-left  Trinidad  at   lLL00   TS'.     r]The   speeci  -yvaJs   8.23  knot,s   and
6  knots  over   tile  ground.

2.                                A.+,   2230   Q7,   or`_e   enf=ine  broke   dovtm   reclticirig   'ner   speeri   I,o
1£.75  kno-us   over  the   {frrolmd.     j'`S   a  result   she  left,   i,`"ie   c`ort.troy  withou+u  ,r?ivinf'
a.ny  report.     ..A.t  0800  A,8,   vrit,h_  i+!een.rqine  repaired  she  att,empted  to  t.ejc!.i.ri  t,he
c.onvo],r  at,  the  ne3de  rende?vous|

3.                               41t,   2000   Q8   at,  posi+uiori_  07-36   N,   56-20   ``tir,   and  while   steering
a  course   of  1£'+0°,   flar.es   and  flashes  lvere   o`Dseri,red  dea.i   a.heairL      .rjhe   continues   on  cour.se
till   2iLi=;0,   at  which  time   lL€J:hts   vl.ere   seen  3  pc>int,s   on  the   starboarii  bow  be frond  the   horiz,ort.
e}rterdiri€:  upri,'a.rr}`s   30  feet.     These  became   a  !_Tlal.e   followed  bv  repeat,ed  expl-osions  which.
lasted  till  t.iaylicrht  at  05'0\'J.     ,,_t  0030   '`:t9  a  red  Veri,r  lipht  if,'as   seer}   2  loo.Lilt,s  a!)aft  the
start)Card  bean.     rifadio  silence  was  brr>ken  early  ill  the  morning  i^Then  for  ten  minut,es
messa,±fes   (encl.   3)   v`i-ere   sent  over  50t')  Kc.   to  t,}ie   convoy.     This   narrat,ive  agrees  in
broad  outline  .,irith  +6he  report  of  the   convo.i,/-escort.

L.                              The   ship p`oceeded  independently  to  Recife  't,.v`here   Lnstl.-L].c+,i.c`.ns  I,7ere
flashed  for  her   i.,o   continue   to  .bahia.   (enr,I..   C)   i',.;a.s   receiveci  'r)y  Uorisol_=r,I-.   i..r?t^
LitlT|l'L'jl+.`i,I.rj.      i-r   accor'` ance  ii.,tit,ti   tile   reci-Jest   coiitairLed  in   \encl.   C/   a  repl:,r   (encl.   I)
was  sent,  a.t,  the  time  requested  but  a  day  late.     The  master  claims  non-receipt  of  the
mes`saq:e.     The  radio  lo`rr   (encl.   I)   shows  t}}at  t,he  radio  watch  officer  Tiiaintained  a  v.+atcit
for   i,he   message   on   t,i-ie   cj.a`-/  }'nentione(1  `but   secul.ed  a,t   1,3\')0   on   the   clay  the   TTite8sa,£Te  was   serit.

5
v cry are .

(encl.   a.)   shows   the  posi_t,ioTis  ttrc>ugh  whiich  the   ship  }passed  or!  her

6.                            (encl.  A)  mentioned  tht',t  fotI.I  meiiibers  of  tile  crew  were  lef ,
:^behind  when  the  s}iip  left  t3ahia  for  fiecife.     The  master  was  (Jue`stioned  ='Ln  detail``regarding  these  members' of  the  crevi'.     There  Has  appi!.rentl.y-n6  i-`:uestion  re=ar'c]incg

the  loyalt,y  of  these  men.     une  Qj_I  t,hese  nat}  beel\  involved  in  clii`fic\ilt,ie`5  at
¢uraca,o  ar?cl   (encl.   H)   covers   tile  repor't   of.  t,he   inLcident.

I--.                 :` `{, I?tit I.``-``     +`

-    -  I    .`
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7.                              1.ntrien  the  master   apT)eared  i-or   J.hj   convoy  conj.ere?i.ce   r>f
BT-2,   he  was   in  a  drunken  conditioli..     I?.eports  Tnade  by  t,he  i.'aval  CTr`s9r`'erls
L`ffice  in.dicat,e  that  he' did not  endeavor  +uo  have  his  ship  ready  for  sailip_g
at  t,he   a}>poir_ted  i,ime.   -~--I-

8.                          .[n  accordance  with  the  conclusions  contained  in  (encl.  A)
an'J  I,he  incidents  occurr.i.ng  prior  to  the  departure  of  B'f-2,  it  is  si]ggested
t,hat.  a  cop}r  o±.  this  report  be  forwarded  t,o  Standard  Oil  office  in  I\few  York
F'or  appropri`a.i.,e  act,ion.

(Signed)   Henry  Siegbert.t

`-.X  }`rT  ' -   .-I -
`.`     1/,I    (

I   '.,i.      ;   i
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Office   ol`   t,he   U.   S.   I``TaT'al  Observer
Recife,  3razi].

CONFTID±:tlTTIAL

Fr. om :
To!

Subject:

Reference:

The   Tr.   S.   I\7aT7al   Observer,   Iiecife,   Braz,il.
Ccrmander  South  Atlantic  Force.

C i,i P`¥
(gwo)

L   iTebruarv   l>4J.

•   t:FllltTrmiL
Actions   of   f,taptairi.   of  M/V   lldrTOTOCJiRLII`th;n
(Panamanian)  while  in  port  of  .T?.ecife.

(a)  Report  dated  i/29/h3,  from.  jlir  Combat  J:ntelligence  Officer
to  Comsolant   concerning   voyage   of  "]`L.ioTOC+4f3|IRE"   from  Trini-
dad  to  Fahia  arid  3ahia  to  Recipe.

i.                             The  Panamanian  ]\.a/V  ll]"roT013AT]|l[Njfn   arrived  P.scil-e   January  25th  and
departed  February  i[,   19h3,   duririg  vithich  time  conduct;  of  the  Capt,ain..   IVTCKjj,  rt,obel`t,
was  foil.nd  to  be  rather  unc,ooperat,ive  in  many  respect,s.       Infc>rm.tition  contained  !ierein
is   suppler:ientery  to  I.e`c.or+,  IT.e}`.+.ioned  in  referep.ce   (a) .

2.                          Vessel  ar.rived  this  port,  for  discharge  of  10,109  metric  tons  of
.f.uel  oil  having.  discnar.ged  approximatel.v  h,.goo  tons  at,  Bahia,  the  ent.i.re  ouantitv
at  both  ports  `ieing  J`Tor  TT.   5.   ?\tav:r  stocks.     ishe  was  assigned  a  berth  immediately  and
arrangerr,erits  were  r+ade  for  prompt  disc£1arge  in  r`rcl.er  that  vessel  wot].1d  be  arrftilable
for  joinir=  northbound  convoy,  ji.]`I.  January  28th.     In  order  t,o  `tnacilitate  bunkering
of  four  T.J.S.  `Naw  vessels   in  port  at  the   tirp.e,   i,he  ll?iTOT0ilApm"W  was  instr.`icted  to
fuel  direct  t,o  t,hese  vessels  anri  disc,+large  bal,ince  renaining  i.nto  t,ariks  ashore,   an+pie
time  beinf?  available  for  all  purposes.

3.                              The   discj]arging  pr'`iceef3ed  rattler  slov,tl:,r  anci  i,vrten.Hjestic>ned  +uhe
Captain  advised  the:t  .ne  thoutc.ht  one   of  his  I)tmps  was   in  had  wor'king^  order.     'Tne
Captain  i.iJas  `}nder  the  influence  o£.  liquor  at  the  time  and  ver.y  little  inj.c>rHiat_i.on
could  be  cjbtained  as  to  the  exact  t,rouble,   it  being  learned  t,tiEit  j:ie  naLi  ,been  aboard
the  vessel  fur   only  a  Short  TJeriod  of  time  since  a;rival  even  though  `rie  vt'a,g  av.rarre
that  ever.i,,-  effort  should  be  made  I,o  corrir)1f3t,e  discharge  in  order  to  join  convo`r  sailinp
within  a  few  iia}rs.     Upon  request  of    this  office,  two  iiarine  fuperindendends  of  the
5tarii-lard  Oil  Comf`an,v  j.nspected  vessel  and  dcivisecl  tha~t   in  th.air  opi.r`ior`.  `qhip  would  have
di.t`ficulty  in  completing  discharf,{e  in  time  I,o  join  coniro|r.     The  local  clischar{iing
agents  were  of  the  sriliie   opinion.     The  Car)tain  i-r'as  not  aboard  his  vessel  duriri.±r  T,he
day  of.  Januar|,I-27th  and  t}je  Chief  ii'catJe   did  not  go  atjo£].I.a  unt,il  about  I.oiur  Olcloj:±
in  the  aft,ernoon.     The   `Ja-r`t,ain  aprcj£I`ed  i.or  c'onT.roy  con±.erer+ce   on   t,Jie   ai`ternoong  oi+
the  27th,   still  in  a.  drunken  condition,  at  Th.hich  time  he  again  said  he  was  confiden+u
that  he  coulcJi  notu  make   I,ire  convoy  and  ieiterateil  previous  statements  t,i'iat  he  would
..just   as   soon  `[je  rout,eL  inder)endently  in  an,y  event,   even  thou<`qh  it  was  kno'w'n  he  had
not  bee  aboard  f'ol.  several  hours.

I  , ,  ;-TT~R  :

.i     .   :}    I

Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684



ro/pl3
(0124)

C{;?..TT1:|D,HJtyIT|A|j

Subject:

C}ff.ice   r)f  the   {T.S.   Iiaval  U.!server,
Recife,   Brag,il

.  -' .TrfA|
( gwo )

h  Febniar,v  19L+3

Actions   of'  Ca;-tbain   of  ±\`/r/V  "J'70T()Cr'iRLINi"   (Pananlanian)   whilec`r=`}T±-; -i.>
in  the  ?Jort  of  3=Jecife.

.I--,_ ------------------------------------- _  _

An  attemr`t  was  made  to  impress  upon  the  t}hief  Officer  the  importance
of  completing  'Hscharge  and  he   advised   rle  exp cted.  to  I`inish  at,  least  `o,y  ear.i:`r  in+ornjng
of  t,he   43f3t,h.     J`it   convoI,I  sailirig  tim_e   vessel   st,ill  had  more   ~L}ian  30i')(i  t,ons   a`joard  Ti]aving
deyeloDed  only  I.ive  I)ounds  pressure  during  t,he  night  and  conseo.uently   tiscr'£ange'|  only
a  very  meager   c.'uant,itir.     +[|avir)a  misseti  i-,l`ie  convoy.,   t,}ie   {JaDtain  still  des.iT`ed  to  sail

_  independentlv,   but   it  lryas   '`:!ec`ide_+  to   }iold  t.he   vessel  .for.  i,iie   nrj:^'t.   c.r?.i7o:Jr.

`\

h.                            mring  t:.1.e  intel.vening  (jai7.s,   the  Captain  apT7eared  to  he  under
the   influence   o_f  liaij`or  on  a++jc3r   occasioris.     On  Februar`=r  2nd,   ii;   apoeared  at  this
office,   ijvith  VALljl`;JO,   T3autist,a,   LTtil.itv  }'=an,   to  jnnuire   if  we  cotjld  do  anyt'f`iriF
at)out  arrantfring  ±`or  discharge   of  this   creimian,   a  LTru`guayan  subject.     V£.I,.Tj,iJ0  cia.imecl
the  Cat,`ta]..n  fiad  all   of  his   seamari_'s  par)eps   and  v\-c)ul`i  not,  ret`}rn  sa`me.     The   Captain
dert.i.erl  this,  bijt,  ufr>n  i_nvestigation,  it  was  learned  t,hat  the  local  St,andard  lJlil

I Agent,  had  received  VALljEJ0ls  papers   from  r\,Taval  authorities   in  Cur'acao  arL'i  t,urrie`'J
them  over  to  the  (_``9,ptain  for  delivery  to  VAljlj7J,JO,  which  v.fas  in  direc+u  cori_tragt
to  the   Captainls   stat,enen+,s.     I`Tothiri`g   Could  be   done  about   discharr.e   of   Vj.-iJjL,.i.,JO  at
this   port  due  to  his  n`*tionali_t,{r  anrl   other  rout)lie,atiort.s  and  as   far  as   is  k-novntn,   ti€J  iias
aboard  w'tien  vessel  sailed.

a.    a.   DUNl.,:
i--3y  direction.
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COTJFIFT.NTIAL

From:
TO:

Sub i e c t :

UNITED   5TJLTT'S   ATljA:TTIC   HTT:T
AI`Tpl-sT,T31,I:.i.?.I IT:   '...- _L`LriTA+iT,    url.T
150   Causetn.;ay   Street
Boston,   Ivlassachusetts

February  25,   1943

The   comTianding  Officer..
The   Colrmiander   in  Chief ,   U.   S.   Atlantic  Fleet.

Report;   of  Operations   by  Escort  Unit   25X2   in  Escort;
of   TB-1.

Reference:         (a)   tJ.    0.    GOFF   (Comdr.   Escort   Unit   23X.2)   Ser`ial   005
of   JanuarT-   24,   19'43.

Enclosure:        (A)     Analyses   of   Depth  Char'ge   Attacks  made  by  U.SS.
a;OFF.

5.            The   suggestion  of  the  escort  corrmander  in  reference
(`a)   that   the   SS   "]!t:OTOCARLII`TEIS"   movements   be   further   investiFated
appears  most  peritinent  Th7hen  t;he  facts   are   set   fopthy  by  themselves.
The  convoy  security  may  have  been   dir'ectly  affected  by  them.

Januar'y   7     SS  }`7.{OTORCAELIITE   left   convoy   during  night   -couiise,
speed,   and  reason  unknc)wn  -   seen  to   leave   only  b:,r  one   other'  merchant-
man.     Absence  not   discovered  by  escorts   until  dayligtit.

January  8    At;   0500  faint;   and  suspicious  radio  tr.ansmissions
I.Tere  heard  on  0950  for  a  period  of  over  an  hour.     That  ni;?ht   the
convoy  was   attacked.

Januar'y   9     At   0815   SS   "I,`:OTOCARLllJH"   called   on   500  Kcs   and
again  at   0818  usin.;_g  incorrect   calls   on  both   transmissions.     The
convoy  had  been  attacked  the  pr'evious  nit:.:ht   and  four  sh.lps   lost;.
To   ansv.'er   t;hese   calls  would  have  helped  enerr.y  submfirines   to  pe.=air.
touch  v,'ith  TB-1.

January   24   SS  '}ill0TOCJ-\.RLII\TE"   was   sighted  astern  at   2205.      She
I.ejoined  convoy  at   2225.
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C |t,TC ||[|t,?T   F||J|
All-1/(o688)

Cr.11\T:f`||IE|\TriTi=/;.I,

TI-iiftD    :-j}"OT7st£T' iFi:I\..rTto

C0  GOFF  ltr.   DD2h7/
A16-3(i)  Serial  003
of  January  2h,   191+3.

TT:?.TT:I    ST'4--J``i:,S   _..TI_  ri-;TI``l    ELiET

Care   =r.P.C.,    -ei','   for`K,   i-.¥.

:-',ircl-,13J    IL.tiJ

From:                                   Com.-iTtan.tier  in  r,hief,   United  Statues   fLtlar)_tic  :i'1eet.
To:                                   Conr`ander  in  Chief,  Uri.ited  States  Fleet.

Subj ect :

Enclosure :

i.

F.eDort,  oil  '`?-r`erat.ions   in  i;scort,   of  TT3-1.

(fl)   I,antFlt  ds`.I(  l`Jnit  Serial  0lil8   of  Feb.`±5,19i+3.

Forwarded  for  inforlnatic>n.

2.                           It  is  p.ot,ed  that  tile  escort  commander  ascribes  +,}ie  loss  of
four   (L!`)   ships   to   (a)   the  slow  Lspeed  and  lack  of  endurance  of  t}ie  escort,s
and  (b)   lack  of  air  coverage.

3.                              r3y  copv  o_i.  i.his   endorsemen+.  the  Cc'mmancter   Sol.Tth  Atlantic
Force  is  direct,ed  to  I.uriiish.  voti,   copy  to  me,   `'`'tet,ails  of  the  air  cctverac?e
ffiven  t,h.is   convoy.

It   is   reciuested  thai;   the   act,ions   of  the   S.S.   tlTi''OTC`f}tL:?LIT\T.lt
be  investifated.

R.   Fj.    INGEP.SOLlj

Copy  t,O:
',`1omsoLantFTor   (iif-itr!   cot-)y  encl.    (E) .)

Cchical`ibseaFTon
ComDesLant
C0   f)OFIT
IjantFlt,   AST.\!   LTnit
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:I_-  -    tr
1_`-

:.:rT,i   i,     =,L=._.I.... =`=j     I_,.TT_~..L].,==£3     TT.  .j=:.T
i-€:`.3 -i_`.=.r`';3rs    c`=-

TZ`:3    :c}`.-L=:_3ti`+:Ler    Foiirt±Li    F1~eet,

C-0-N-F-I+i-E-N-T -I+i.-1
` --., 1 ,  - i -- .  FT.-, ; .,i_`3

10   ),  fl:,,-   1.jL3

l\f;`iTlo+iJLH)I_'T\'T   F`:t?.ol`.'L:            comija,t    lri.I,el:I.iT=erLc£     .-:_h~.i:ei4.

T|?:         'inite,   C1,hief.   of   .-La ff   F3`_`.+--., i.    =].3.3t

ijub\ject:       S.g;.    tlJ\'-(?TcrJ.rLFi|.I?!-.Tj. H

1.                                 rhe   S.S`.   I,-;|r;`l'f:Ill.jJ_:-,i.,:   -.i  i<'t'r+icri   sailecl  from  Trinidaci   on   23   fapril   in
TB-12g   has  been  involTj'ed  iri  a  nu_iirjer   o=-si-\s=`icious   ~ancJ  cur.ioij.s   incidents.     This
report   s}iot).1d  be   read  i.n  con,`junc.Lion  -i`ritL,!i.   i-,.revious   report   riia``1e   on   I,{ie   s3.fr}e   ship  ir`i-hen
sh.e   'i`Ta.S    a   I,'iefl`iber    ci±r`   Gonvo}r   ITS-1.

?..                                  rhe   following  mess€L.fie   1.^jas   receivec±.i-.rot?i   i,rig.   £scort   rJorf|jianc!.er`   o±'  I.-_a,`-l±
at,   '2[337   2!ebr&,   o  i\,'ay:   "+\i`+u   1530   I,a-da:    ordered  I,,ioTtJcjLEL:[I\FTi   to   lei-ive   convo3,r  and
tar.e   strag;c.1er.s   roid.i,e  X  Believe   convo?,r  eri.d8.ngered  b}'  li,10'I`OcdTth:l[N`E   ±i  She   recen-L]:r
stra€t:Fled   art_d.  requestec.I   T,es+u   i.€J`:3_io,   i-.ecrLi.eLi-i   -f]ou   gi.antecl   `t±i€,n   sfie   r3.joined     =j:   :~:=;s
been   leavin,q   r`..-;avi;,I   oil   Slic±=   i.or   .i;i,-o   il€:v7.s   st,a-Gin.:i'   1ealz`,y  rivets   r,ausiii,:=   |t:.iH      I..Tj
2301  l'reL?   1;s-t  his.fit.,   a,(ill?.T~r  I)-ict=erj   -,ip   a]':tpal.ei.it   transmi.Tision,   quote,   l'Space   sir.n
T3S(I;M,   unquote.      i3n]_}r  part   i.a}   tfj  cot),v  und.eri-J€Lter   sound   g.tear,   Sounded   like   +uii.e
ti,licking  oJ.'  €i  fat,hometer.

3.                                    _£lt   ()7ho   Z?libra,    '3   Ti'lair,    T\TZQt['l:   interceptecl   on   500   KC,   a  messa+cTe`  froTr;
}i`TOTOC.;'\!P`LI?`JLi;   to  radio   Olind.a,    s+,at,in,?   8ubmar'ine   si.ghting.      L£\.t   0752   a   secon_lil   call  iTas
interce-oted   s`tating  'iship   r:.t,tac!`=edH.      tit   Ot305J   a   r.fiessa,f¥e  wg.s   sen+,  by  radio   C}1iri.cia,
inciuiT.ipc,:  whether   sub  i`uras   sH].frlcec!_.,   to  T,TEiic-ri  She   replied..   i'has   dived." .   j``t`t  0825,
I  ;ent,  a.-message   t,o  the   sJiiD,   W'.ire   yTou   in  ciif.f'iien.1t.ir  :X  If   so   give  lor.a+,ion  ancl
c'let,ails .°      /lit,   Oet35   Ijieut.   !\`iyei-s   o£.  ~Ldrm_ir.a]   i.ralv./ils  ,5t,a£±`  phon_ed.,a   confirming  the   I.e-
cei-:it   of  the  8.hove  message  and  ,ffiving  T`osition  as  j+0  mi].es  Soiitheast  o£.  Glinda.
.i.b  O8h5  messa,:re  received',,~   :iv-CLr.g  positir)n  as  9-13   sou.th,   3L-35  west.     Tills   pc>sit,iori
i.-uTa,S   -rout_t.hly   2li  mile`q   o.t`.f   i;r!e   strag=ilers   rout,e   fcjr   convo`,r  `1'8-12.       ++u   0910   a   -'t.essf3.,I-i.e
•vi.rag   I`eceiveil   +.Wsent   tit`j-o   tornedoes   across   our   'i)ov..I  but   So   l`ar   Can!io+u   ilu`.   ar+r-   i,.Lfice

tfiL=j.t,   `tve   `f.ia,ve   been   hit   L[   fir.e   col-it-oLnuirF-,I   cjii.r   veya,f_Te.II

h.                                     ~4`.i,1201   a.   rliesf,Ci,"   `„as   recej.ved   stoat, in£```   i..TiEit   lJar.a-t7ia`fii8.in   si`,i+-_'.
Dosii,ioli  9-1|   ,:th   3j+-36   `'vr.   cG\nt,inues   c€`,ils   I'or   aLssiistance.

.5.                             AS   soon  as  the   3jirLPLY  arrives   in  port,   full  cietails   3i`   :   e   ir_:Jii=..v=
~tTjlll  be   o.Dtained.      It.   is   recorm.endeti  -.+at  a  co-e:,I  of  I:riis   i.e+ri3=it,   :s  -,,- =i_   is   -_..i

pre.vious   repor.t  -be   i.  r-i'.i,=.rdec'i  to  ji`lontevideo,   the   port   of   dQstina-Lion  c,i`   -Lil.e   ., -i.I:`..C:J,__-1.::-i ,
as   Tfel.1   a8   to   tile   !i.rmy-T\Ta.v.?j-~'`eT,roleun_   3o€rd.      I:.t   the   refiuest,   o£.   t'J?.r{iman:=ier   in   {Jhie£`
I-lr['|AT."-T|:   i='1,-;;,tT,   a   co=i`iy  cii.   t,i-ie   i`ir`st   repor`t   jias   been  ir)reviously  send   to   him.      T'il.€`Se
two  sei.i,;`s   oi'  iriciJent,a  arc   oi"  si,1.cn  a  stra.nee  nat,u.re   -c,iifib  it  ii.rould  ap-oeaj"  r?_eces.s:,I:-
t:Iiat,   a.`orr`e   clef-.iri.its   actioii.  `:=te   I,a-`:r:erT„

-t.I.,1.;= T``-tT,fr    s|EG7-3ErtT.

Cor)y  t,a:     Pja,se  Tor.  In+.elli,.g`ence.
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