
13  fry,   1943

119      M.S.   NICKELINIIR

U.S.   Tanker;   built,1938;   2,249  gross  tons;   Cargo,   aqua  armonla.
Departed  Nuevitas,   Cuba,   13  May,   1943,   for  h'ioaro   (Antilla,),   Cuba.
Torpedoed  0328  EFT,   13  hay,   1943,   6  miles  from  port  of  thmti.
Weather,   Clear;   sea,   Calm;  no  wind.
On  board,   31;   Saved,   31.
Vossel!  total  loss.

This  Small  tanker,   which  had  just  been  remodeled  at  oon8ider-
able  expense  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  bulk  aqua  ammonia,  was  tor-
podoed  while  being  convoyed  by  three   Cuban  sub-Chasers.     The  othe.r
merchant  Ship  of  the  convoy,   the  tanker  A."BI,   wo.a  also  torpedoed  and
sunk,   and  it  i8  felt  that  the  2  or  nor.e  eneny  submarizi®g  involved  in
the  attack  must  have  had  accurate  information  a8  to  the  great  value
of  this  particular  Cargo.

The  first  torpedo  struck  on  the  port  bow,   exploding  with  a
loud  report  and  a  flash  of  red  flame.    Less  than  a  half-minute  later,
a  §eoond  hit  slightly  abaft  the  first,   making  less  noise,   I)ut  releas-
ing  large  quant,ities  of  ammonia  from  the  Cargo,   and  Shatter.ing  il}-
strunents  on  the  bridge.     Full  speed  ahead  uns  rung,   but  the  speed
gradually  decreased  due  to  the  bour  ploving  under,   and  after  about  10
minutes  the  engines  stopped.     The  ship  uns  settling  slowly  but  surely
and  the  }itlaster  gave  the   order  to  abandc>n  it  at  0355.     All  hands  got
auny  safely  in  the  two  lifeboats,   and  the  tanker  plunged  under,   bow
first  at  0415.

The  Survivors   from  the  lifeboats  were  landed  at  Nuevitas,   Cuba,
by  the  escorts  later  the  same  morning.     The  I.ch§ter   of  the  lI-ICKELIRER
oomented  favorably  on  the  conduct  of  6  merchant  marine  seamen  mking
their  first  voyaE}e  after  leaving  training  school.
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