
146. s.s.  OELArm
(S..  also  Group  3;  8 April,1942

U.S.  Tack®r,  built  1940;  9,264  groBg  tons;   Cargo,  gagolln®  and  k®ro8®n®.
Dopart®d  Aruba,NWI ,   23  March,1945,   for  Dckar,FWA.
Torp®do®d,   ac March.  1945.   0145  L?A.I. :  13  5EN  -  41  |7W.
Weather,cl.ar;8®a,choppy;  vlnd,  nod.rate  I.
On  board.,72:   8aTod,   22.
V®sB®1:   total  los8.

/

Proo®®dlng  lnd®p®ndently,fl]®  days  out  of Aruba,the  Oklahoua  mB  Btruck
on  the  .tarboard  quarter  atlaft  the  Pump  rocn  at  0145  8hlp'e  tlm®.    The  oxplo8-
|on,  pr®8upebly  of  a  torpedo,  .a8  muffled,  ttut  wag  followed  lmedlate|y  ty  a
sh®®t  of  flan®  whloh  ®nv®1op®d  the  after  part  of  the  Ship  completely.    Tb®  for-
ward  guns  wor.  mam®d,t>ut  the  ®n®my  Craft  did  not  gurfaoo,and  tbo  maBeor  or-
der®d  the  survivors  to  abandoa  ship  fifteen mlrLutes  after  the  oxploslon.    The
#|  and  #2  boats  were  launohod,  but  #1  Was  Caught  ln  the  blazing  ga8olln®  pour-
ing  from ruptured  s.ang,  and  tbo  four men  ln  lt  had  to  abandon  lt  and  Bwlm a-
ny,  to bo  picked  up  later  by  the  #2  boat  oontalnlng  the  r.malnlng 18  8urvlv-
ore.    No  slgr of life ms  ®vldelt  fron tb®  50 mea  aft  at  the  tine  of the  .xp|o-
slon.  and  tbe  vessel  ms  still  blazing  fierc.1y whoa last  seoa,  about  0720,  ty
tb®  m®n  ln  tbo  llfoboat,  her  cargo  ablaze  oa  the  water  b®hirid  her  for  nearly
a  mll®.

The  llfeboat'8  radio wag  lost  overboard  ln  launchlag,  but  the m8ter  Bet
the  boat's  oours®  for  the  Barbadoos,  and  on  15 April,  after  18  day81n  the  boat,
|t  ms  r®port®d  ty  a  PE]r.   afld  picked  up  with  the  8urvivorg  lrL  good  oonditlon.,
ty  the  S.S.   DmwARE`   in  11  45N  -66  06W.
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